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1. That prayer is > Aiteglly calculated to teat us 
to view aflliction in a true light. Such is the natural” 
atheism of our hearts, that we are prone to overlook 
the hand and counsel of God, in our afflictions, as 
well as in our mercies. While we ponder upon | 
the second causes which produced, or which might 
have prevented our afflictions, we forget the great 
First Cause, on whom all second causes depend. _ 

“< Affliction cometh not forth of the dust; neither 
doth trouble spring out of the ground.” ‘* There 
is not evil in the city, and the Lord hath not done 
it.” By whatever means aflliction cometh upon us, 
the cause is of God. It is his prerogative to wound | 
and to heal, to kill and to make alive. He per- 
formeth the thing that is appointed forus. We 
ought to view every affliction as appointed by God, 
in weight and measure ; and as inflicted by his hand, 
“who worketh all things after the counsel of his 
own will.” 

To such a rational and scriptural view of afilic- 
tion, prayer is directly calculated to lead us. In 
prayer ‘the attention is withdrawn, in a great mea- 
sure, from second causes, and fixed upon the great 
First Cause of all things. The nearer the soul ap- 
proaches to God, in prayer, the more it realizes his 
perfections and sovereignty, the entire dependence 
of all creatures upon Him, and his hand and coun- 
sel in all events. 

That the afflicted, therefore, may have right views 
of their afflictions, it is important that they should 
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2. Prayer is still more _ proper and. idiportadl, in 
a time of affliction, because it tends to make us feel 
right. under our trouble, as well as to view it ina 
tiie light,< get ee 8 


In all sincere prayer we make humble confession 


“of our sin,’ We acknowledge the native wicked- 


hess of our hearts, and the exceeding’ sinfulness of 
our sives, As prayer leads us to view ourselves in 
the light of God’s holy law; so it leads 1 us to ac- 
or that we deserve'all the miseries of this 
life, and of that which i is to come. The afflicted, 


therefore, cannot pray without accepting the pun-~ 


ishment. of ther iniquities, and confessing, in. the 
language of penitent David, ‘‘ He hath not dealt 
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to our iniquities.”” : yo 4 
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-with us after our sins, ne 4 us according 


Again : “All acceptable, prayer includes a cordial 
acquiescence in the holy. will of God. Every pray- 
ing person has the spirit “of Christ, who. subjoined 
to his most ‘important prayer, ‘ ‘not my will, but 
thine be done.” Hence, prayer has a natural ten- 


‘dency ‘to make the afflicted ‘feel truly submissive. 


While they pray they cannot complain, however 
grievous their affliction may be. While they view 
their affliction as coming from God, and consider 
Him as having aright to “ do what he will with his 
own,’’ they will be still; They will not open their 
mouths to reply or murmur against God. 
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Let the burden of affliction be ever so heavy, the _ 
moment the afflicted come truly to the throne of 


grace, they will feel in their hearts to say, “the 
Lord hath done all things well.” 

oe If it is important, then, that the afflicted should 
feel humble and submissive, under the mighty hand 
of God, it is proper, and important that they should _ 
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be much in prayér, which never fails to lay sinners | 


low before God, and to reconcile them to his abso-- 
lute and uncontrollable sovereignty. : 

3. Prayer is the direct and only way to obtain 
true consolation under aflliction. True consolation 


is nearly connected with true submission. What- » 
- ever promotes the one, administers to the other. 


‘True submission arises from the, consideration, that 
the hand and counsel of God are concerned in afflic- 
tion. ‘Twas dumb,” said David, ‘I opened not my 
mouth, because Tuov didst it.”” True consolation 
arises from the consideration, that God hath exer- 


cised his goodness in our affliction, and will make — 


“it the occasion of his own glory and the greatest 


good of his kingdom, : At is only on this ground, 
that any one can truly “ rejoice in tribulation.”’ 
This source of unfailing consolation is always 
open to all the afflicted, who draw near to God in 
humble prayer. Prayer includes self-denial and 
devotedness to God. In prayer we give up our own 
interest, and feel willing that God should glorify 
himself and promote his own benevolent designs a¢ 
our expense: yea, we joy in the thought that God 
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__governsithe qorid and orders all events, as shall be 


most to his praise and best for his kingdom. 


OTe ds, therefore, as important that the afflicted » 
- should pray, as it is that they should be comforted. 


I will only add, 
A. That it is indispensably necessary for the af. 
flicted to feel the true spirit of prayer, in order to 


~ make a wise and profitable peprovencns of their 


affliction. 

Affliction always makes men baer or worse. It 
is compared to parental correction, which reforms 
an obedient child, but hardens a froward one. 

When divine correction does any good to the 


- subjects of it, they repent of their sins and forsake 


them. This all those do, who feel the spirit of 
prayer under the correcting hand of God. They 
seriously inquire wherefore the Lord hath laid his 
hand so heavily upon them. They examine their 
hearts and their lives. ‘They implore forgiveness 
through Christ the Divine Redeemer. They loathe 
themselves for their transgressions, and beg for 
grace to “ cleanse themselves from all filthiness of 
the flesh and of the spirit, that they may perfect holi- 
ness in the fear of God.” ‘They turn at God’s re- 


proof. They renounce the world, and*set their 


affections on things above. They resolve, in the 
strength of Christ, to forsake every known m2, and. 
to practice every neglected duty. 

Such a reformation of heart and life is the most 
happy fruit of affliction, and is peculiar to those, who 
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humble themselves under the fod of corection, and 
draw near to God in ‘prayer. ‘Thus did the — 
after God’s own heart. And hence he could say, 
with truth, ‘“‘ Before I was afflicted I went astray ; 
but now keep I thy law.” é 

~ But the prayerless are not so. They feel no dis- 
position to repent and turn from their evil ways. 
They harden themselves under the correcting hand 
of God. Their submission is obstinacy; their con- 
solation is msensibility...The more the storm of 
affliction beats upon them, the deeper their sins take 
root, and the more stubborn rebels against heaven 
they become. Weighty, then, is the exhortation of 
the sii “« Is any _— you afflicted ? let him 
pray.” 

IMPROVEMENT. 

1. We may learn, from what hath been said, why 
God hath given so much encouragement, in “his 
word, to the prayers of the afflicted. The sin- 
cere prayers of God’s friends are always pleasing to 
Him, and prevalent at his throne. “ The effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man always avail- 
eth much” with God. But there is peculiar en- 
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couragement given to the humble prayers of the 
afflicted. * ‘ Call upon me in the day of trouble: 
I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.”’ 
“‘ Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of 
God, that he may exalt you in due, time.”” “* When 
they, in their trouble, did turn unto the Lord God 
of Israel, and sought Him, He was found of them.” 
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In these, and many similar passages of scripture, 


peculiar encouragement is given to prayer in time 
of affliction. 

In the light ‘of;our subject, we may see the rea- 
son why God is ‘so much pleased with the prayers 
of the afflicted, and so ready to hear and answer 
them. T he afflicted act a very proper, becoming, 


and amiable part, when they turn at God’s rebuke, 


and manifest a filial, submissive, and obedient tem- 


per. And the greater the affliction, the more ac- 


ceptable will the prayers of the afflicted be; as they 
manifest the greater submission and self-denial. 
Christ offered the most acceptable prayer that ever 
man made, when in the greatest agony that ever 
man felt. The voice of prayer, from the furnace 
of affliction, must always be peculiarly. grateful to 
the ear of heaven. 

2. It isan obvious inference from what hath been 
said, that those who refuse to pray, when in afflic- 
tion, give great offence to God. They act a very 
improper, unreasonable, and unbecoming part. 
Neglect of prayer is, at all times, .a great sin; but 
it is peculiarly criminal in a time of trouble. At 
such a time, when God comes sensibly near, and 
visits his offending creatures with the rod of cor- 
rection; for them stupidly to disregard his hand, 
or obstinately to refuse to humble themselves and 
sue for mercy, how provoking to a God, already 
incensed! Do they not practically say, that they 
will not hear the rod, nor Him who hath appointed 
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it? Do they not practically say, that they. will not 
repent and turn to God, though he smite them ever 
so severely ? Do they not justify themselves before 
God, and defy his wrath? How can they, who 
thus harden: themselves against God, expect to 
prosper ? ‘There is reason to: believe, that sinners 
seldom, if ever, fill up the measure of their iniqui- 
ties faster, than ‘when’ thus despising the chastening 
- of the Lord) Some of the greatest vessels of 
wrath; who have fitted themselves for the most ag- 
gravated destruction, are such as have been most 
often taught in the school of adversity, and on 
whom the anger of God hath produced no effect, 
except to ‘sear their consciences:as a hot iron.” 

3. It appears from this discourse, that if the af- 
flicted do not experience consolation, it is because 
they are wanting to themselves. There is.a source 
of. consolation always open to all the afflicted, 
which is intimately connected with the performance 
of their duty. H, instead of shunning God’s pre- 
sence, they draw nigh to Him, and humbly pour out 
their hearts before Him, they will experience a calm- 
ness, a serenity, a-sweet peace of mind, in filial fear 
and unreserved submission, which is more to be 
desired than all the carnal joys of the ungodly, 
‘‘who prosper in the world, and who have not the 
rod of God upon them.” If the afflicted draw near 
to God, He will draw near to them, .and will give 
them * the oil of joy for mourning, and the gar- 
ment of praise for the spirit of heaviness.” 
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Let those who appear as mourners on this solemn 
occasion, receive the consolation which our subject 
administers. Upon the death of the prophet John, 
his disciples took up his body and'buried it, and 
went and told Jesus. ‘The mourners here present 
have conveyed the remains of their deceased rela- 
tive to the house of silence. What have they now 
to do, but to go and spread all their sorrows before 
the throne of Divine Grace ? 

The bereaved parents have sustained a heavy loss. 
A promising daughter hath been taken from them, 
and consigned to an untimely grave. But there is 
consolation for them, if they do not ‘‘ refuse to be 
comforted.”” The Lord, who gave, hath taken 
away, at the time and in the manner, which seem- 
ed good in his sight. ‘They would, therefore, have 
reason to be still and bless God, if they had no 
ground to hope that their daughter had made a hap- 
py exchange of worlds. But since they have so 
much evidence to believe, that God, in his sove- 
reign mercy, appeared for their child, and gave her 
a heart to love Him, and embrace the blessed Sa- 
viour of sinners, they have occasion rather to speak 
of mercy than of judgement, and to give thanks to 
God, that having seen fit to remove their daughter 
from a world of sin and sorrow, He ‘hath not left 
them without a consoling hope that He hath received 
her to a world of holiness and joy. 

If they view their affliction in a true light, they 
will see a memorable display of divine sovereignty 
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in God’s dealings with them, in this providence. 
Little did they think, four months ago, when their 
deceased child was in health, that she would be the 
first of their daughters to leave them.* But ‘“‘ who 
knoweth the mind of the Lord 2?” His thoughts are 
high! 

May they draw near to God, and receive his 
chastening with a filial, submissive, obedient spirit. 
Then they will be comforted; then they will be 
quickened in all duty ; and will have reason to say, 
‘Tt is good for us that we have been afflicted.” 

‘God hath come near to the surviving brothers and 
sisters. They feel deeply afflicted. May they have 
erace to “sorrow after a godly sort.” If they 
“turn at God’s rebuke,”? He “will pour out his 
spirit upon them, and make known his words unto 
them.” May this affliction bring them to the mer- 
cy-seat. They are loudly called upon to begin a 
life of prayer. ‘They must be very unteachable, if 
the death of one of the youngest of their number 
does not convince them of the importance of early 
piety. What would have been the condition of their 
sister now, if, in her affliction and distress, she had 
refused, to the last, to pray for her soul, in the name 
of the Almighty Saviour? What will be their 
condition, when they meet her in eternity, should 
they refuse to hear the rod and Him who hath ap- 


* Their oldest daughter was subject, at that time, to repeated attacks 


ef an alarming complaint. 
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pointed it, and cast off fear, and restrain prayer be- 
fore God ? 

May they never forget the affecting exhortations 
which their sister gave them, with her expiring 
breath; nor give themselves any rest, till they are 
prepared to follow her to the bar of Christ. ; 

May all the surviving relatives and friends, who 
feel afflicted by this providence, be exhorted to seek 
the Lord, while He may be found, and to call upon 
flim, while He is near. 

Ag Is prayer so proper and important, in a time 
of affliction, as we have seen? Then it concerns all 
present to cultivate a praying frame of mind. All 
here present, already experience, or will soon expe- 
rience affliction; for, ‘‘ man is born to trouble as 
the sparks fly upward.” You will soon be afflicted 
with the loss of friends, or your friends will soon be 
afflicted with the loss of you. In either case, you 
will need a praying frame of mind. But what rea- 
son is there to expect that you will then have such 
a happy frame of mind, if you, now, neglect prayer 
from day to day, and “‘ live without God, and with- 
out hope in the world?” It is infinitely important 
that you should all, who have not done it, immedi- 
ately give your hearts to God, and begin a life of 
prayer. This, and this only, will prepare you to 
lay your dear friends in the grave, or to lay your 
own heads upon the pillow of a death-bed. Arise, 
then, from stupidity, from carnal security, from im- 
penitence and spiritual death, and call upon God. 
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Let parents pray, not only for themselves, but for 
and with their dying, perishing children. God is 
nigh unto all them that call upon him; but He will 
‘“* pour out his fury upon the families that call not 
upon his name.” 

Let children and youth seek the Lord early. God 
hath said, ‘‘ they that seek me early shall find me.” 
Flatter not yourselves that you shall have either 
opportunity or a heart to pray, ona sick bed, if you 
will not remember your Creator while in health. If 
you now abuse his patience and refuse his grace, 
He may be provoked to pronounce against you the 
irreversible decree, ‘‘ Because I have called and ye 
refused; I have stretched out my hand and no man 
regarded; but ye have set at nought my counsel, 
and would none of my reproof: I also will laugh 
at your calamity; I will mock when your fear 
cometh ; when your fear cometh as desolation, and 
your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when dis- 
tress and anguish come upon you.” If your de- 
ceased companion exhibited an instance of death-bed 
repentance, it is a rare instance. Those who live 
in sin, generally die in sin, and perish forever under 
the wrath of God. It is awfully dangerous, in this 
dying world, to defer, for one day, the care of your 
souls. Wherefore, to day, if you will hear the 
voice of God, in his word and providence, harden 


not your hearts. AMEN. 
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APPEN DIX. 


MISS REBECCA CARPENTER, whose early death 
occasioned the preceding discourse, was daughter of Mr. 
James Carpznter, of Rehoboth. From early: childhood 
she was distinguished for health, sprightliness and activity, 
till within about three months of her decease, when she be- 
gan to decline, under a nervous disorder, increasingly se- 
vere and painful. Though amiable as to her natural quali- 
ties and manners, yet, like most children and youth in this 
place, she was thoughtless of her soul and eternity, until 
a few days before her death. During the former part of her 
sickness, she expressed much impatience, and an aversion 
to all religious discourse. She declined the conversation 
of her minister; and the repeated attempts of her father, to 
excite her attention to the great concern of preparation for 
a future, endless state of existence, seemed only to dis- 
please and distress her. Thus she exhibited evidence of 


the truth of that divine declaration, “The imagination of 


man’s heart is evil from his youth.” 
But it pleased the Lord, who is rich in mercy, to hear the 
prayers of her pious friends, and to awaken her, as we trust, 


a few days before she left the world, to some just sense of 


her danger, as a depraved, guilty, undone creature. She 
did not remain long in distress of mind, before she appeared 
to become reconciled to God, and to have peace and hope in 
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believing in Jesus. She was now as desirous of hearing re- 
ligious discourse, as before she had been averse to it. She 
answered questions with much propriety. She expressed a 
willingness to live or to die, as God’s will might be. When 
asked why she desired to go to heaven, she answered to this 
effect, “Because it is a holy place ; and because Christ and 
holy creatures are there.” 

After this, she was, for most of the time, calm and com- 
posed in mind; though she had some seasons of darkness, 
in which she complained of wicked thoughts, and express- 
ed her fears that she was still in an impenitent state. 

Inher greatest bodily distress she was remarkably still 
and composed in time of prayer, and listened, with avidity, 
to serious conversation. 

She gave solemn and affecting exhortations to her weep- 
ing friends, and particularly to her brothers and sisters and 
youthful companions ; which, it is devoutly to be hoped, 
may sink deep into their hearts, and, excite their early at- 

_tentions to the one thing needful. 

When apprised of the approach of death, she appeared 
not at all dismayed; but offered a short prayer to God, and 
fell asleep. 

© Let sinners learn to pray ; 
** Let saints keep near the throne : 


** Our help, in times of deep distress, 
“Ts found in God alone !” 
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FUNERAL SERMON. _* 


JOB, x1v.—19, 
xc ed capa Thow destroyest the hope of man. 


Meanxrwp are distinguished from the lower 
erders of animated being, by a superiour capacity of 
reflection and anticipation. Present scenes chiefly 
occupy the attention of irrational animals. Man is 
endued with nobler powers. He has a spiritual, 
immortal part, ever active, ever thinking, ever pon- 
dering upon scenes that are past, or looking forward 
to scenes that are future.. By reflecting upon the 
past, he is the subject of joy or sorrow; by antici- 
pating the future, he is the subject of hope or fear. 
From one or the other of these sources, flow, in a 
great measure, both the happiness and the misery 
of man, in his present state. 

It is a common observation, that human happi- 
ness consists chiefly in anticipation. This is un- 
doubtedly true. It is not so much what men now 
enjoy, as what they hope for, that supports them 
under the labours and trials of life. To use the lan- 
guage of the poet, “‘ Man never 7s, but always to be 
blessed.”? ‘The hopes of men relate either to the 
present life, or to that which is to come. It is that 
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hope which. mankind cherish, as to future events 
and enjoyments in this life, which is referred to in 
the words of our text. ‘The subject of the chapter, 
from which they are selected, is the mortality of 
man: a subject, to which the mind of Job was turn- 
ed by the peculiar afflictions which he then experi- 
enced. The hope of mankind.respecting the con- 
cerns of this world, and which is blasted by death, 

is the hope, which he says in the text, God destroys. 
“Thou destroyest the hope of man. Thou pre- 
vailest forever against him, and he passeth. ‘Thou 
changest his countenance and sendest him away. His 
‘sons come to honour, and he knoweth it not; and 
they are brought low, but he perceiveth it not of 
them.” 

Both the text and the present mournful occasion, 
call our attention to this serious truth: ItisGod who 
destroys the temporal hopes of mankind by death. 

Here let us consider, 

I. How the temporal hopes of mankind are de- 
stroyed by death. 

If. That it is God who thus destroys their tem. 
poral hopes. 

I. Let us consider how the temporal hopes of 
mankind are destroyed by death. 

The hopes of mankind, as to the things of time, 
are destroyed either by their own death, or by the 
=e of others. 

. How frequently are the hopes of men, as to the 
a of time, destroyed by their own death ? 

Mankind, with but very few exceptions, hope‘to 
live longer in this world. Life is desirable in itself. 
‘There are but a very few whose condition in life is 
so distressing that they desire death. And as man- 
kind almost universally desire to live, so they as 
universally hope that they shall live yet longer in the 
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world. All men know that they must die; but none 
know when they shall die. It is impossible to de- | 
termine from any person’s age, or state of health, or 
outward circumstances, or inward views and feel- 
ings, how long he will live, or how soon he will die. 
_ This total uncertainty of the time of death begets, 
in ail mankind, a hope of life. _ Not only the young, 
but the aged; not only the healthy, but the sickly ; 
‘not only saints who are prepared to die, but sinners 
who are unprepared, cherish a hope that they have 
some more time to live in this world. ‘Those, whe 
are given over by their friends and their physicians, 
often entertain this hope. But death destroys it 
forever. ‘ 
Mankind not only hope to live, but they hope yet 
to do many more things, for themselves and others, 
before they die. Their active minds are always 
employed in laying schemes for future time. Some 
hope, in future time, to increase their wealth; some 
to extend their fame; some to obtain honour and 
power. Some hope to accomplish many selfish 
plans; others many benevolent plans. Many suffer 
their hopes of doing what they intend to do to rise 
so high as to exclude all fear of disappointment. 
Hence they say, ‘‘ to day, or to-morrow, we will go 
into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy, 
and sell, and get gain.”” But death puts an end to 
all these fond hopes, and disconcerts all these flat- 
tering schemes, which so much occupy the atten- 
tion and engage the hearts of busy mortals, “ ‘There 
is no devise, nor work, nor knowledge of temporal 
things in the grave. When man’s breath goeth 
forth, and he returneth to his earth, in that very day 
his thoughts perish. 
Again: Mankind generally hope that, before they 
leave the world, they shall have more enjoyment of 
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earthly things, than they have ‘as yet experienced. 
Men generally hope, not only that they shall accom- 
plish their worldly plans, but that when those plans 
are accomplished, they shall be much more con- 
tented and happy, than they are at present. Some 
imagine they have almost obtained that worldly en- 
joyment, which they have been so ardently pursuing. 
‘They have prospered in the world. Bright scenes 
open upon them. ‘They hope, very soon, to have the 
desires of their hearts. Such was the phantastick 
hope of the rich man in the parable, who said to his 
deluded soul, “soul, thou hast much goods laid up 
for many years : take thine ease, eat, drink and be 
uerry.”? But in that very night his soul was re- 
quired of him, and all his vain hopes perished. 
‘Thus perish all the worldly hopes of worldly men in 
death. 

2. The temporal hopes of punked are destroyed 
by the death of others, as well.as by their own. Men 
are connected by a thousand ties. There are bonds 
of nature, bonds of friendship, and bonds of grace. 
‘These endear mankind to one another;. give them 
an interest in each others welfare ; and lead them to 
depend upon one another for support and comfort in 
life. Hence, when one is removed by death, the 
hearts of many are made to bleed; the hopes of 
many are destroyed. How often are the hopes of 
parents destroyed by the death of their children; 
and the hopes of children by the death of their pa- 
rents? How often are the hopes of brothers and 
sisters destroyed by the death of one or more of their 
number ? How often are the hopes of husbands de- 
stroyed by the death of their wives; the hopes of 
wives by the death of their husbands; the hopes of 
friends by the death of their companions; and the 
hopes of the Church by the death of the people 
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of God? Mankind depend upon each other; but 
they depend upon broken reeds, which pierce them 
through with many sorrows, when death removes 
the objects of their fond hopes into darkness. 

Thus are the hopes of mankind destroyed by 
death. . 

It now remains to consider, ; 

IJ. That it is God who thus destroys the tempo- 
ral hopes of mankind by death. 

This afflicted Job acknowledged, ‘‘ Thou destroy- 
est the hope of man.” ‘his has ever been the 
acknowledgement of all saints in their afflictions. 
This all ought to acknowledge, whose earthly hopes 
are blasted by the stroke of death. For, 

1. Whenever death takes place, it takes place by 
divine appointment. It never comes sooner nor 
later, than God determined, in his sovereign counsel. 
“ There is an appointed time to man upon earth.’ 
Though men know not when the time is, before it 
comes, yet God knows, and always knew. He never 
brings one of the human race into the world, with- 
out fixing the bounds of his life, which he cannot 
pass. He numbers the months and the days of 
every person’s life. He fixes the bounds of their 
habitationg and appoints when and where and how 
they shall die. “Lo which we may-add, 

2, As death takes place by divine appointment, 
so it takes place by the operation of the divine hand. 
“J kill, and I make alive,” saith God. Diseases 
are his servants. All second causes are under his 
direction and control. ‘‘ Behold,” saith Job, ‘“‘ He 
taketh away, and who can hinder Him?” Those 
events, which our ignorance calls accidents, are but 

of His all-comprchensive plan of operation. 
hough He makes use of various instruments, ani- 
mate and inanimate, voluntary and involuntary, holy 
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and sinful, in removing mankind from this world ; 
yet his invisible and invincible hand is none the less 
concerned in every instance of mortality. Hence his 
deeply afflicted servant, when deprived of his sub- 
stance and bereaved of his children, partly by means 
_ of natural causes, and partly by means of wicked 
agents, nevertheless confessed, ‘‘ The Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away.”?» The hand of God, 
not less than his counsel, is concerned in destroying 
the hopes of men by death. 


. IMPROVEMENT. | 
1. Are the temporal hopes of men destroyed by | 
death ? We may hence learn how we ought to form 
our hopes respecting the objects and enjoyments of 
the present life. We ought always to form all such 
hopes in full view of the total uncertainty of human 
life, and of their liability, every day and every hour, 
to be destroyed by death. We all believe that life 
is uncertain: but it is one thing to believe this, and 
another to realize it. But, unless we realize the 
uncertainty of life, we shall raise our hopes of 
future, temporal things, too high. » We shall be too 
sanguine in our expectations of obtaining worldly 
~ objects, and accomplishing worldly designs. . We 
have no more reason to expect to live, than toexpect 
to die. And were our minds duly impressed with 
this thought, we should be less liable to indulge 
yain and groundless hopes ; we should be less lable 
- to promise ourselves happiness from earthly posses- 
sions; we should look upon this world as er 
and this life as a vapour. : 
~ 2, Are the temporal hopes of abana destroyed 
by death? We may hence learn, why death often 
- occasions such grievous disappointments. Mankind 
are not only prone to set their affections, in-a crimi- 
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nal and. idolatrous manner, upon earthly things, and. 
to, form many false and sinful hopes of future, 
worldly good ;.. but they build those hopes upon ima- 

ginary ground,’ without any serious. consideration 
of the uncertainty of life, or the effects of death in 
destroying the hopes of men. Because deathis un- 
certain, ‘they flatter themselves that they and their 
friends:shallicertainly live. ‘‘ ‘Their inward thought 
is, that their houses will continue! forever; their 
dwelling-places to’ all generations.” ‘Ihey feel and 
act as if it:were certain that their earthly hopes, would 
be realized. . Hence, when death comes in a sudden 
and unexpected: moment, they are surprised: and. 
grievously disappointed. Whereas, did men build, 
their hopes’ upon rational and’ scriptural. ground, 

they would’ never: be surprised and disappointed, 

however suddenly ,death might) visit either them- 
selves or their relatives. and friends. 

3.) Does death destroy all the hopes of mankind, 
as to the pursuits and’ enjoyments of the present 
life?’ Then, how desirable it is to have a well ground- 
ed hope beyond the grave. ‘hey, ‘* whose hope and. 
portion lic below,” must, at death, sink into black 
despair. ..And. who can conceive the horrours of 
such a state of mind? When about to close one’s 
eyes.upon all the objects of time and sense, and to 
pass. the dark valley of the. shadow of death, how. 
worthless must the whole world appear, to a soul 
not periectly stupid, when compared. with a good 
hope of immortal life ?, Blessed be God, sucha glo- 
rious hope is set before the dying children of men, 
in the gospel of Jesus Curist. There is a good 
hope, through grace, for every penitent, believing 
sinner. . Let all duly appreciate this hope. Itisa 
pearl of great price, It is the one thing neediul. 
While the expectation of the wicked shall perish ; 
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while the hope of the hypocrite shall be as the spi- 
der’s web, when God taketh away his soul; the hope 
of the humble, ‘holy christian, shall be an anchor to 
his soul, both sure and steadfast, with which he may 
safely launch into the boundless ocean of eternity. 

4. Is it God who destroys the temporal hopes of 
men by death? Then there is a ground of submis- 
sion and a source of consolation to ali those who are 
bereaved of relatives and friends. ‘They have @ 
ground of submission. Shall not the Judge of all the 
earth do right? He takes but what He gave. What 
He takes is His own. He hath a sovereign ay to 
do with all His creatures as the potter doth with the 
clay. But “‘ wherefore doth a living man complain, 
a man for the punishment of his sins?” ‘The be. 
reaved have always reason to say, in the words of 
penitent David, “‘ He hath not dealt with us after 
our sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniqui- 
ties.’ Who, then, shall presume to say unto God, 
when He taketh away, “‘ what doest Thou?” “ Be 
still, saith He, and know that Iam God.” “ ] was 
dumb, said David, I opened not my mouth, because 
Tuov didst it.” 

The bereaved have always @ source of consolation, 
as well asa ground of submission. ‘the Lord is 
very merciful. “ He doth not afflict willingly, nor 
grieve the children of men.” It is to answer some 
wise and benevolent purpose, which could not be 
answered in any other way, that God destroys the 
hopes of men by death. If, therefore, the bereaved 
have any measure of that pure benevolence, which 
fills the heart of God, and disposes Him to make 
evil the occasion of good, they will rejoice, even in 
tribulation, in view of the beneficial fruits which 
they or others shall reap from all their sorrows. 
They cannot be inconsolable, so long as they are 
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pleased'to have God exercise his perfect goodness, 
under the direction of his unerring wisdom. 

May the mourners on this-affecting occasion, take 
the true ground of submission, and come to the 
unfailing source of consolation. 

He who mourns the loss of an expected partner 
in life, must very sensibly feel the force of the sen- 
timent expressed in our text.. His long and’ inti- 
mate acquaintance with the deceased had grown 
into mutual esteem and affection. If not their hands, 
their hearts were united. With her he had lately 
sympathized in trouble, and she with him.* With 
her he hoped to divide the cares and share the com- 
forts of life. But that fond hope is destroyed. 
‘< The desire of his eyes is taken away with a stroke.” 
While he feels deeply penetrated with a sense of 
his loss, may he duly consider whose counsel 
appointed and whose hand caused it. May he have 
grace to exercise a filial, submissive spirit, under 
the chastening of the Lord. Divine Providence 
is reading him a solemn lecture on the vanity of 
earthly hopes. May his eyes and his heart be raised 
to heavenly things: and may he have a hope to 
support him in his affliction, which creatures can- 
not give, which death cannot destroy. 

The bereaved and sorrowful. brothers and sisters 
of the deceased can feelingly adopt the mournful 
words of the Psalmist, ‘‘ Lover and friend hast Thou 
put far from me, and mine acquaintance into dark- 


* Mr. Isarau Lane had been intimately acquainted, from childhood, 
with the amiable Miss Carpenrer, whose untimely death occasioned 
the preceding discourse. They had early conceived a mutual affection 
for each ‘other, “which, had. Providence. permitted, was to have been 
consummated by their marriage, about the time of her lamented decease. 
November 12th, 1810, she accompanied him at the funeral of his mother ; 
and, in less than three: weeks after, he accompanied her at the funeral 
of her mother. 


12 


ness.”” . When, by a sudden stroke of Divine Provi- 
dence, they were left fatherless,t they must have 
felt an increased and more tender affection and re- 
gard for their amiable, discreet and pious mother. 
Tn her kind care and solicitude’ for’ their. good they 
hoped to find an‘alleviation of their ‘sorrow. By 
her counsel they hoped to be guided, ‘by her dis- 
cretion and prudence they hoped to: be préserved 
‘amidst the ills of life. But momentary were those 
hopes. Their mother rests withthe Lord, and they 
are: orphans!..........But_ still, perhaps, they might 
cherish a hope that‘they: could comfort one another 
in their disconsolate state. The little ones clung 


} Mr. Azpran CAaRrPENTER was, 2 very raech te member of ‘society. 
Industry, sobriety and strict integrity, were pr ominent traits in his cha- 
Tacter. 

Inshis' youth he was‘awakened to a’solemn sense of; his lost condition 
as a sinner: and though he obtained a hope of an interest in Christ above 
thirty years since ; vet, for various teasons, he’ did not make a publick 

‘profession of religion until the year 1801; a season of amcommon atten. 
tion to‘religion in : this place. 

His last sickness was short ‘and distressing. But, though he received 
a sudden summons to meet his Lord; yet he had opportunity to set bis 
house and his soul in onder, and to give very solemn advice and war ning 
to his children, which, it is greatly to be desired, may make an abiding 
und saving impression upon the minds of thosé who survive. He died, 
apparently calm and resigned, July 19th, 1809, in the 58th year of his 
age; leaving a widow and nine children, the eldest of whom was the 
daughter, at whose funeral the above discourse was delivered. 


+ Mrs. HopesTiLt CARPENTER Sustained, in an eminent degree, the 
character of a virtuous woman. She guided her house with much dis- 
cretion. . She was justly. esteemed for her kindness and assiduous atten- 
‘tion to the sick and distressed. 

In the year 1801, she made a publick profession of religion. The e- 
lation of her religious exercises, which she made to the church, upon 
her admission, was remarkably clear and striking. It was published in 
the Massachusetts Missionary Magazine, Vol. III. Page 99. Her subse- 
quent lite furnished evidence of die sincerity of her pr rofcuniont 

In her last sickness, so long as she retained the exercise of reason, she 
manifested an unwayering faith in the peculiar truths of the gospel, and 
an unreserved submission to the will of God. She departed this life, 
November 11th, 1810, in the 49th year of her age. She died of a slow 
fever, the same disorder with which several of her surviving children 
have been sorely visited, and which hath now bereaved them of their 
elder sister, in the prime of life. 
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around their ‘elder sister, for that support and’ pros 
tection, “which a. tender’ mother ‘could no. longer 
‘afford ‘them. Bui, alas! this last hope is destroyed, 
‘and they are twice motherless children. May: they 
not cry, each one, in the words of Job, “‘ Have pity 
upon me; have pity upon me, O ye my friends; 
for the hand: of God. hath touched me.” Yes, my 
young friends, itis the hand of God; of Him whom 
your parents taught you to love ‘and adore; and to 
whose sovereion will they taught you to bow «in 
humble submission. ‘To Him may you repair in 
your trouble. : May you call upon Him for support 
and. corisolation. '‘* Like as a father pitieth’ his 
children, 'so the~Lord pitieth them that fear Him. 
For He knoweth our frame: He remembereth that 
we are dust.”” | May you all, through Divine Grace, 
mherit the virtues of your deceased parents, and’ be 
prepared to follow your departed sister’ into’ the 
world of spivits.. ‘Solemn and repeated have been 
the'calls to you, to be also ready. What monuments 
of sparing mercy must you view yourselves to be, 
amidst all the sickness and all the deaths with which 
this house has been visited! The Lord grant you 
such measures of his sanctifying spirit, that you 
may neither despise his chastening, nor faint under 
his rebukes. 

May God enable all the mourning relatives and 
friends suitably to regard his sovereign hand in this 
Providence, to show the pity of friends towards this 
afflicted family, and to reap the peaceable fruits of 
righteousness from all their trials. 

‘Vo conclude: Let all present be exhorted to pur- 
sue their plans and form their hopes for time, under 
a realizing sense of their entire dependence upon 
God, for life and breath and all things. ‘ Boast 
not yourselves of to-morrow; for you know not 
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whatia day may bring forth.” Whatever you intend 
to do for the good:of yourselves, or your friends, 
do it) quickly, and) with: your might. If you, who 
are parents, intend tu-do more,, before you die, for 
the temporal: or eternal, welfare of your children, 
embrace the present opportunity. You must soon 
lay them, or they, must soon lay you:in the dust. 
If, you, who: have parents, intend to do more for 
their comfort, or:for:the peace of your own souls, 
do it: without delay :: for the night. of death:cometh, 
in which no:man:can work. If: saints:intend to do 
more for Zion, for-immortal souls, and for the glory 
of: God their Redeemer, let them not be ‘ slothful 
in business,. but:fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.’ 
If sinners intend to: repent: and. believe the gospel, 
and prepare to: meet; their final. Judge in peace, 
«+ Behold, now is the accepted: time ;, behold, now 
is the day of salvation.” 

Let all see to it, that they have a hope, which will 
not fail them in, the hour of death; a@ good hope 
through grace. 

The present occasion speaks, in solemn language, 
to the young. ‘‘ Childhood and youth are vanity.” 
Therefore, ‘‘ remember now your Creator. Be 
sober-minded.”? Begin a life of prayer and obedi« 
ence to God. Vain are your airy hopes of: future, 
worldly good; they. will vanish, when the “ evil 
days:come, and the years draw nigh, in which you 
shall say you have no pleasure.’’ Be entreated to 
set your affections on things above; that, when 
stripped of all earthly possessions: and. delights, you 
may have “‘ an inheritance, incorruptible, undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away.” 


AMEN. 
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SERMON. 
tS ED 5 i 


MATTHEW, xvE. Z: 


CAN YE NOT DISCERN THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


Wane our Saviour was in the coasts of Mag- 
dala, some of the Pharisees, a learned, hypocritical sect 
of the Jews, together with some of the Sadducees, a 
licentious, atheistical sect of the same nation, came, and 
tempting him, desired that he would show them a sign 
from heaven. They feigned to be candid, and really 
_ to haveadesire to know whether he were the true Mes- 
siah, or not: and to this end asked him to work a miracle 
before them, that they might have indubitable evidence 
of his divine mission, power and authority. But Christ 
‘knew the unbelief, hypocricy and enmity of their hearts; 
he knew that, since they had resisted the evidence of all 
the mighty works which he had already done, it would 
be of no use to gratify their idle curiosity, by granting 
their captious request. He, therefore, answered and said 
unto them, When it is evening, ye say, It will be fair 
weather; for the sky is red: and, in the morning, It 
will be foul weather to day ; for the sky is red and lower- 
ing. O ye hypocrites! Ye can discern the face of the 
sky; but, can ye not discern the signs of the times? Asif 
he had said: ‘If you really desire to know whether Iam 
the Christ or not, why do you not take the same method 
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to ascertain, as in other cases? You can conclude, from 
the usual course of God’s Providence, in the natural 
world, what the weather will be; why can you not as 
well conclude, from the course of God’s Providence, in 
the moral world, what period of time, according to pro- 
phecy, you live in, and what is the meaning of the 
events, which’ are passing before you? If you would 
know who I am, look into the writings of the Prophets. 
There you will find, that this is the time for the Messiah 
to make his appearance ‘upon earth, and that all the 
events of this: day, exactly answer to what is foretold 
respecting the advent, person, character and works of 
Christ. But, you are hypocrites. You do not desire 
to know the truth. You have no wish to discern the 
signs of the times. You are determined to reject my 
testimony without examination.” 

It appears that Christ considered it as a duty for the 
Jews of his day, to discern the signs of the times, and 
that he was much displeased with them for their neglect 
of it. It is-also-evident, that they might have derived 
great benefit from attending to this duty. And why 
may not great, if not equal benefit, be derived, in any 
period of the world, from the same source? 

Let us, then, for our present instruction inquire, 

1. What it is to discern the signs of the times? 

YI. What benefit may be derived from such dis- 
cerning? And, 

Ili. What are some of the signs of the times in 
which we live? 

T. Let us inquire, What it is to discern the signs 
of the times ? 

God governs the events of the natural world, princi- 
pally, by general laws, commonly called, the laws of 
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nature. So that, with respect to these events, we con- 
clude, from what has taken place, in time past, what 
will take place in time to come. But, it is not so in the 
moral world. God governs mankind, chiefly, by a par- 
ticular Providence. Hence, as it respects those events, 
which depend upon the free actions of men, and relate 
to the changes which take place in societies, states and 
kingdoms, we can, seldom, infer what will be, from 
what Aas been. We may conclude, in the general, that 
righteousness will ultimately esalt a nation, and sin be 
the reproach of any people. But, our inferences, from 
past events, respecting the rise, progress, decline and 
fall of states’ and kingdoms, must, necessarily, be very 


-general and indeterminate. 


Every period of the world, is marked by some pecu- _ 
liar and distinguishing events. in Divine Providence. 
These are commonly pointed out, with more or less 
plainness and particularity, by the spirit of prophecy. 
Wf the prophecies had minutely described all future 
events, they would have been too voluminous for use. 
They are wisely limited to some of the more important 
and interesting events, which serve to mark the course 
of Providence, and to show the progress of the divine 
designs and operations. 

These events, thus pointed out in prophecy, are what 
we are to understand by the signs 6f the times. ‘To 
discern these, is attentively to consider them, and dis- 
tinguish them from ordinary events. Such discerning 
implies, some knowledge of the symbols and language 
of the prophetick writers, and a careful application of 
them to passing occurrences, From the beginning of 
the world, to the end of the Mosaick economy, the 
signs of the times were designated in the prophecies of 
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the Old Testament. From that period, to the end of 
the world, the signs of the times are chiefly designated 
in the Apocalypse, or Revelation to St. John. 

Let us, now, inquire, 

II. What benefit may be derived, fom discern- 
ing the signs of the times? 

Doubtless, some benefit may be derived from it, an- - 
swerable to the wise design of God, in giving a Reve- 
lation of future events. It is not to be supposed. that 
the Holy Spirit inspired the Prophets to predict future. 
events, merely to gratify the curiosity or excite the as- 
tonishment of mankind. There were some important 
ends to be answered, by such predictions, worthy of the 
special interposition of God. And it is not difficult to 
discern several particulars, in which men may derive 
essential benefit, from a discernment of the signs of the 
times. 

1. From discerning the signs of the times, men may 
derive a confirmation of their.faith.in- Divine Revela- 
tion. The fulfihment of prophecy is one of the most 
striking and convincing evidences of the truth and di- 
vinity of the sacred scriptures. We read, that “ the 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”  Pro- 
phecy is Christ’s own testimony to the divine origin of 
his gospel. When we see predictions, which it is known, 
were delivered ages ago, circumstantially fulfilled before 
our eyes, who can doubt that the Prophets were in- 
spired of God, whose prerogative it is, to declare the 
end from the beginning ? 

2. From discerning the signs of the times, men may 
derive some knowledge of the design of Divine Provi- 
dence, in passing events.» The ways of Providence are 
often dark. Events frequently take place, which seem 
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-unaccountable under the government of a perfectly wise 
and good Being. But, by recurring to prophecy, we 
“may often learn the design of these mysterious provi- 
dences, and how they are parts of God’s wise plan, ‘and 
shall all terminate in the greatest good. It is from this 
source, that, in times of darkness andvperplexity, the 
‘faith, patience and hope of the friends of God, derive 
their chief support. Had the disciples of Christ dis- 
cerned the signs of the times, they would not have 
been so much dejected, on account of his crucifixion, 
as they went to Emmaus, and. doubtingly said by the 
way, ‘‘ We trusted that it had been he, who should have 
redeemed Israel.” The crucifixion of Christ was one’ 
of the signs of that time. It had been predicted that 
‘the Messiah should be cut off, but not for himself. The 
disciples, if they had not been so slow of heart, might 
have known, that Jews and Gentiles, in crucifying the 
Lord of Glory, had only done, what God’s hand and 
‘counsel had before determined should be done. | 
3. From discerning the signs of the times, men’ may 
often learn, how they ought to conduct, under exist- 
ing circumstances. ‘Though the Divine Law, and _ not 
Divine Providence, is the rule of duty; yet it may 
sometimes be necessary to know something respecting 
the events of Providence, in order to see clearly where 
the line of duty is. If the believing Jews, in the days 
of our Saviour, had not discerned some of the signs of 
the times, how could they have known it to be their duty 
to follow Jesus of Nazereth, as the true Messiah? The 
Scribes and Pharisees verily thought it to be their duty 
to reject and prosecute Jesus of Nazereth; as. a blas- 
phemous impostor; but, they could not have thought so, 
if they had discerned the signs of the times. In the 
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Revelation, the people of God are warned to come out 
of mystical Babylon, lest they should partake of her 
sins and receive of her plagues. But, how shall they 
profit, by this friendly warning, unless they discern the © 
signs of the times, so as to know who is meant by 
Babylon, and what are her peculiar sins?. ; 

4. By discerning the signs of the times; men may 
form some idea of what is about to take place inthe 
course of Divine Providence. This may often be of 
great benefit. It has been so, m former ages, It has 
often enabled the friends of God to escape impend- 
ing judgements. By discerning the signs of the times, 
the Christians in Jerusalem, escaped the dreadful de- 
struction, which overwhelmed that devoted city, forty 
years after the death of Christ. When*they saw the — 
abomination of desolation, standing in the holy place, 
they fled to the mountains and escaped. ‘‘ The righte- 
ous foreseeth the evil, and hideth.himself.??. 

Since such benefit may be derived from discerning 
the signs of the times, it will not, perhaps, be thought 
unprofitable, now, when such astonishing events are 
taking place in the world, in rapid succession, to inquire, 

Ili. What are some of the signs of the times, in 
which we live? : 

This inquiry may be divided into two. 

Frrst, What portion of prophecy relates to the pre- 
sent times ? 

Seconp, What are some of the events of the pre- 
sent day, which are pomted out in prophecy? 

We will, first, inquire, What portion of prophecy 
relates to our times ? 

In the visions of Daniel, and particularly, in the 
Apocalypse of St. John, we find mention made of a re- 
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markable period of a time, times and dividing of times; 
of forty-two months; and of twelve hundred and sity 
days; each of which, in prophetick language, is equal 
to twelve hundred and sixty years. This period begins 
with the rise of the Man of Sin, or the great - Papal 
apostacy, and ends with the introduction of the MUle- 
nium, or one thousand years of Christ’s reign upon 
earth. This period is distinguished by the three follow- 
ing very observable characteristicks. | 

1. During this period of twelve hundred and sixty 
years, the Little Horn of the Fourth Beast, in the pro- 
phetick vision of Daniel, is to wear out the Saints of 
the Most High. After mentioning three Beasts, which 
he had seen in his vision, the first like a lion, the second 
like a bear, and the third like a leopard, the -prophet 
adds, ‘‘ After this I saw in the night visions, and be- 
hold, a Fourth Beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong 
exceedingly ; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured 
and break in pieces, and stamped the residue with the 
feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that 
were before it; and it had ten horns. I considered the ~ 
horns, and behold, there came up among them another 
little horn, before. whom there were three of the first 
horns plucked up by the roots; and behold, in this 
horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth 
speaking great things.”? Daniel, vii. 7, 8.— 

We are not left to conjecture, as to the interpretation 
of this vision. Daniel himself gives us the interpreta- 
tion of it, as it was given to him by an angel. ‘“‘ These 
great beasts, which are four, are four kings (or empires) 
which shall arise out of the earth.” The first was the 
Babylonian; the second, the Medo-Persian, under Cy- 
rus; the third, the Grecian, under Alexander; and the 
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fourth, the Roman. Thus he said, v. 23. “‘ The fourth 
beast shall be the fourth kingdom ‘upon earth, which 
shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the 
whole earth, and shall tread it down and. break it in 
pieces. And the ten horns out of this kingdom, are 
ten kings that shall arise: (the Roman empire was 
finally divided into ten kingdoms)-and another shall 
arise after them; and he shall be diverse from:the first, 
and he shall subdue three kings; and he shall speak 
great words against the Most High, and shall wear out 
the Saints of the Most High, and think to change times 
and laws: and they (the saints) shall be given into his 
hand, until a tame and times and the dividing of time :” 
i. e. three years and an half; which, at three hundred and 
sixty days for a year, the usual computation, is equal 
to twelve hundred and sixty days; which in the lan- 
guage of prophecy, are twelve hundred and sixty years. 

By the Little Horn, is unquestionably-meant, the Pa- 
pacy, or Hierarchy of the Church of Rome, which 
commenced the persecution of the saints, at the begin- 
ning of the grand prophetick period of twelve hundred 
and sixty years, and will continue it, till the t2me of the 
end; when “the kingdom, and dominion, and the great- 
ness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be 
given to the people of the Saints of the Most High.” 

2. During this period of twelve hundred and sixty 
years, the /¥oman, mentioned Rev. ch. xii. is to flee 
from the Dragon into the wilderness and. there remain. 
*¢ And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath 
a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there 
a thousand, two hundred and three score days,” or ° 
twelve hundred and sixty common years. By the Wo- 
man, is almost universally understood the true Church 
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of Christ. Owing to the persecuting spirit and over- 
whelming power of the apostate Hierarchy of Rome, 
the members of the true, spiritual Church of Christ, 
who embrace the doctrines and observe the ordinances 
of the gospel, in their original purity and simplicity, 
are, generally, to be dispersed, driven into corners, des- 
pised and unprotected, during this whole period of one 
thousand, two hundred and sixty years. 

3. During the same period, the Witnesses, mentioned 
Rey. xi. ch. are to prophecy in sackcloth. ‘ And I 
(Christ) will give power to my two witnesses, and they 
shall prephecy a thousand, two hundred and three score 
days, clothed in sackcloth.’ 

These two witnesses, it is now, I believe, generally 
agreed, are the faithful ministers of Christ, and other 
distinguished advocates of evangelical truth; called two, 
either with reference to the Jewish law, which required 
two witnesses to substantiate a fact; or, to denote the 
comparative smallness of their number. These, during 
the gloomy period under consideration, are to prophecy, 
or preach and bear their testimony, in sackcloth, or, in 
contrition and mourning, on account of their limited 
success, the prevalence of errour and iniquity, and the 
low and afflicted state of the people of God. 

Now, it is the opinion of the best modern exposi- 
tors,* that the twelve hundred and sixty years began, 
at the time the Pope of Rome was proclaimed Univer- 
sal Bishop, in the year of our Lord six hundred and 
six: the same year, in which Mahomet commenced his 
memorable imposture, which was to be contempora- 
neous with the tyranny of the Man of Sin. If this be 


* See Smirun’s Dissertation on the Prophecies, pages 101, 102—a work 
well worthy the attentive perusal of every Christian, 
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true, we are now, within about fifty-four years of the 
termination of the noted, prophetick period of twelve 
hundred and sixty years. That portion of prophecy, 
therefore, which relates to the latter part of this penteey 
describes the events of our times. 

The predictions, contained in the Rexelauon of St. 
John, are comprehended under the symbols of Seven 
Seals, Seven Trumpets, and Seven Vials. The Seventh 
Seal includes the Seven Trumpets; and the Seventh 
Trumpet includes the Seven Vials. It has been proved, | 
to general satisfaction, by Bishop Newton and. others, 
that the events which were to take place before the sound- 
ing of the Seventh Trumpet, are already past. _Conse- 
quently, the Seventh Trumpet is now sounding; during 
which, the Seven Vials of the wrath of God, are to be 
poured out. . It is supposed, for reasons which I have 
not time to mention, that the four first Vials were pour- 
ed out, previously to the year seventeen hundred and 
eighty-nine, and that the Fifth Vial is. now.cunning.* 

If it be true, as there is every reason to believe, that 
we are now living so near the close of the period of the 
Church’s depression, and the commencement of the 
latter-day-glory; and that the vials of divine wrath are 
now pouring out upon the guilty nations: it is not 
strange, that our times should be remarkabte for sudden 
changes, great commotions, bloody wars, and unex- 
pected revolutions. These events, which have become 
so common of late years, as to pass almost unheeded, 
by the unthinking part of mankind, arrest the attention 
of all enlightened believers in Divine Revelation, and 
lead them, diligently to search the sacred. scriptures, for 
an explanation of such extraordinary occurrences. 


* Smirn's Dissertation, chap. iv. page 261—323. 
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"Here, then, we may proceed to the Second part of our 
inquiry, viz. What are the signs of the present times? 
or, What are some of the events of this day, which are 
pointed out in prophecy? 

In answer to which, I would observe, 

1. We have seen, within a few years, the rise of a 
very singular power in Europe, whose principles, views 
and progress, have astonished the world. It originated 
in a combination of infidel philosophists and atheists, 
with that ‘* enemy of all righteousness and child of the 
devil,’ Voltaire, at their head, whose secret object was 
nothing less, than the total subversion of all the govern- 
ments and all the religions in the world. This combina- 
tion, under the mask of great improvements in Free- 
Masonry, produced all the blasphemy, treachery and 
blood of the French revolution; and is grown, at length, 
to the monstrous stature of the Napoleon monarchy. 

That a power, sonovel, so potent, and so destructive, 
should be the subject of prophecy, was to be expected. 
Accordingly, we find that both Danicl and St. John 
have described it. Daniel, speaking, as it is believed, of 
this tremendous power, uses very striking expressions. 
Daniel xi. 36—39. ‘* And the king shall do according to 
his will: and he shall exalt himself and magnify himself 
above every god, and shall speak marvellous things 
against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the indig- 
nation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall 
be done. Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, 
nor the desire,of women, (Christ) nor regard any god: 
for he shall magnify himself above all. But in his estate 
shall he honour the god of forces: and a god, whom 
his fathers knew not, shall he honour with gold, and. 
silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things. 
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Thus shall he do, in the most strong holds, with a strange 
god, whom he shall acknowledge and increase with 
glory: and he shall cause them to rule over many, and 
shall divide the land for gain.”” Atheists, as they were, 
they deified Liberty, in the person of a lewd woman, 
and worshiped her with frantick rites and mad devotion! 

This is supposed to be the power, mentioned by St. 
John, which denieth both the Father and the Son;  nei- 
ther of whom, the Papists, with all their idolatry, ever 
did deny.—I. John, ii. 22. ‘‘ He is Antichrist, that de- 
nieth the Father and the Son.” 

The rise and progress of this infidel, antichristian 
power, and the wide spread of his principles and. spirit 
among the nations, are a remarkable sign of the present 
times, which are denominated, im prophecy, the dast 
days. 1. Timothy, ii. 1—5. ‘ This know also, that, 
in the last days, perilous times shall come; for men 
shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy, without natural affection, truce-breakers, false 
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of them that are 
good, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures 
more than lovers of God, having a form of godliness, 
but denying the power thereof: from such turn away,” 
with disgust and abhorrence. 

2. The fall of the Man of Sin, and his revival again, 
under the patronage of the infidel power, is another ex- 
traordinary event, which we have witnessed, and which 
is one of the notable signs of the present times. The 
believers in the divine inspiration of the sacred scrip- 
tures, satisfied that the Church of Rome was the Man of 
Sin, predicted in the Revelation, have expressed, for 
hundreds of years, a confident expectation, grounded 
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upon prophecy, of the fall of that corrupt and tyrannical 
hicrarchy, previous to the millenial reign of Christ. 
But, what they expected and patiently waited for, our 
eyes have seen. We have seen the Pope stripped of 
his temporal sovereignty, divested of all his terrours, and 
made weak like another man. We have seen him, in- 
stead of treading upon the necks of prostrate kings, 
compelled to take a tedious journey to Paris, for the 
purpose of crowning a Corsican usurper of the French 
throne. We have seen him thrust into prison, by that 
same usurper, for daring to remonstrate against his in- 
justice and extortion. That, which neither the light of 
the reformation, nor the power of princes could effect, 
atheism has accomplished. ‘‘ Babylon the great is 
fallen, is fallen, and become the habitation of devils.” 

At the same time, we see a nominal and pretended 
re-establishment of Popery in France; because it is fore- 
told that this beast, and the infidel power, and the Ma- 
hometan false prophet, shall all be present at the great 
battle of Armageddon, just before the millenium, and 
shall all perish together, under the seventh and last vial 
of the wrath of God Almighty. 

These things show where we are, in the series of pro- 
phecy, and evince, that the Church’s Jubilee is at hand. 

3. The judgements inflicted upon the guilty mem- 
bers and supporters, of the Man of Sin, mark the pre- 
sent times, and are an awful fulfilment of prophecy. 
The cruel and bloody wars, which the French have 
waged, since the turbulent period of their revolution, 
have carried carnage, famine and pestilence, into almost 
every Roman Catholick country in Europe. In France, 
the churches were shut, religious worship forbidden, 
ancl all the priests, who would not apostatize and pro- 
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fess atheism, were either banished or massacred. Upon 
the Catholicks in Switzerland, in Germany, in Italy, in 
Spain and Portugal, the vengeance of heaven has fallen 
with tremendous weight. The Roman Catholick world 
has experienced, and still experiences the dreadful im- 
port of that prediction, in Rev. xvi. 4—6. ‘‘ And the 
third angel poured out his vial upon the vivers and 
fountains of waters; and they became blood. And I 
heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art righteous 
O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, because. 
Thou hast judged thus: for they have shed the blood 
of saints and martyrs, and Thou hast given them blood 
to drink; for they are worthy.” As God, of old, sent 
the Assyrian, the rod of his anger, against an hypocri- 
tical nation; so He hath sent Bonaparte, that more mer- 
ciless scourge of God, against an hypocritical church, 
‘to take the spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread 
them down like the mire of the -streets:”-though, like 
the Assyrian, “he meaneth not so, neither doth his 
heart think so; but it is in his heart to destroy and cut 
off nations nota few,” to satiate his remorseless avarice, 
ambition and revenge. Ofice more, 

4, It is one of the most remarkable and pleasing signs 
of the times, that, for several years past, there have 
been many revivals of pure and undefiled religion, in 
various parts of the Christian world; and, consequently, 
an increasing spirit of ardent prayer, for the prosperity 
and enlargement of Zion, and a growing zeal to propa» 
gate the gospel of Christ. Notwithstanding the lamen- 
table prevalence of infidelity and irreligion in our land, 
there have been more revivals of religion in this country, 
within ten or twelve years, than there had been before, 
for half a century. Equally remarkable has been the re- 
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vival of evangelical godliness in Great-Britain. Within 
this period, God hath poured out upon his people, a 
peculiar spirit of grace and of supplication, for Zion and 
the perishing souls of men. Besides the private prayers 
of thousands of devout souls, which daily ascend, 
as sweet incense, to the Throne of Sovereign Grace ; 
concerts have been formed, for the special purpose of 
interceding for the speedy accomplishment of the di- 
vine promises, respecting the latter-day glory. Zion 
hath travailed, and spiritual children have been born to 
God. 

In the year seventeen hundred and ninety-six, the 
London Missionary Society set the noble example of 
sending Gospel Missionaries to the Heathen, and those 
perishing for lack of knowledge. Their example has 
been followed with ardour, by the Protestant world. 
More than a hundred missionary institutions have been 
formed, in various parts; and at this moment, more 
than a thousand Gospel Missionaries are proclaiming the 
acceptable year of the Lord, to them, who sat in dark- 
ness, and in the region of the shadow of death. Many 
run to and fro, and knowledge is increased. Thou- 
sands of dollars have been expended in translating and 
distributing the sacred scriptures; which are now read 
by millions, to whom, ten years'ago, the true God and 
the Divine Redeemer were totally unknown. ‘Though 
the enemy hath come in like a flood; yet the spirit 
of the Lord hath lifted up a standard against him. 
That prediction in Rev. xiv. 6. appears to’ be now ful- 
filling: ‘‘ And I saw another angel fly in the midst of 
heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto 
them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and 
kindred, and tongue, and people.” 
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Such are some of the extraordinary events in Divine 
Providence, which distinguish the present period; and, 
in view of them, may we not say to all believers in 
Divine Revelation, ‘“‘ Can ye not discern the signs of 
the times?” 

The discourse will now be closed with a few Re~ 
FLECTIONS. 

1. Itis, at this day, peculiarly incumbent upon all, who 
are favoured with the light of the gospel, to search the 
sacred scriptures, that they may be able to discern the 
signs of the times. ; 

We live in a very interesting period of the world, a 
period big with wonderful events. God seems to have 
come out of his place, to shake terribly the nations. 
He performs, in a year or two, the ordinary work of 
ages. The words of the Apostle, Rom. ix. 28. apply 
with singular propriety, to these last days.. ‘* For He 
will finish the work, and cut it short in righteousness ; 
because a short work will the Lord make upon the 
earth.” 

In the holy scriptures, God explains the design and 
end of his strange work. ‘This inspired volume is a 
light shining in a dark place. Doubt and perplexity 
must envelope the minds of all, who either discard or 
neglect this sure word of prophecy. None, but the at- 
tentive and impartial readers of the sacred pages, can 
form even so much as a rational conjecture, respecting 
the design of passing events, or the final result to which 
they tend. . | 

2. The signs of the present times lead us to expect 
great events near at hand. ‘The Man of Sin, the Maho- 
metan false prophet, and the infidel power, are rapidly 
preparing for the battle of Armageddon; when there 
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will be ‘ yoices and thunders, and lightnings; and a 
great earthquake, such as hath not been since men were 
upon the earth; and when hail, like massy tallents, 
shall fall from heaven, and crush the antichristian host.”’ 
The fifth vial, now running, will probably bring still 
more terrible judgements upon the Romish communion ; 
according to Rev. xvi. 10. ‘‘ And the fifth angel poured 
out his vial upon éhe seat of the beast ; and his kingdom 
was full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues 
for pain, and blasphemed the God of heaven, because of 
their pains and their sores, and repented not of their deeds. 
The sixth vial, which will very soon be poured out, will 
bring destruction to the Ottoman or Turkish empire, 
which supports the Mahometan imposture; according 
to Rev. xvi. 12, ‘ And the sixth angel poured out his 
vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water 
thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the 
east might be prepared.”? Immediately upon which 
event, the “three unclean spirits, like frogs, from the 
mouth of the Dragon, the mouth of the Beast, and the 
mouth of the False Prophet, spirits of devils, working 
false miracles, will go forth unto the kings of the earth, 
and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of 
that great day of God Almighty.”’ Then will follow the 
seventh and last vial, called the vial of the vintage, when 
God will tread down all the opposers of his Son, as 
grapes are trodden in the wine-press; till their ‘ blood 
shall be up to the horses’ bridles, in the valley of Ar- 
mageddon.” 

In the mean time, the true Church of Christ, is ad- 
yancing, and preparing for her latter-day glory. The 
time is at hand, whena ‘nation shall be born in a day: 
and when the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
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Lord, even as the waters cover the sea.” Before the 
seventh angel shall have ceased to sound, there will be 
“‘ ereat voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his 
Christ; and He shall reign forever and ever.” 

Great and marvellous events, therefore, may soon be 
expected. 

3. There is but one way, in which our existence, as 
an independent nation, can be preserved. 

Peculiar and rich are the blessings we enjoy, under a 
free form of government; of which, subjugation, un- 
der any foreign yoke, would deprive us. It, then, be- 
comes a question, peculiarly interesting at this day, 
How shall we preserve our national sovereignty and inde- 
pendence? The subject, which we have been consider- 
ing, furnishes the answer: We must. stand aloof from 
every antichristian power and confederacy. If Anti- 
christ and the Beast must soon-perish together; then, in 
case we shall be found linked with either of them, their 
doom will be ours. 

Is it not the height of folly to expect to preserve our 
national independence, by the very means which have 
subverted all the republicks of the old world? Is there a 
republick, or state, in Europe, which yielded to an al- 
liance with the infidel power, that does not now lie pros- 
trate at his feet? Where is Switzerland? Where is 
Holland? Where is Italy? They sighed for French 
liberty, and are reduced to the equality of slaves. While, 
on the other hand, the only power in Europe, which has 
uniformly resisted, and spurned the embraces cf Anti- 
christ, still maintains her national sovereignty; and, I 
trust, will maintain it, so long as her thousands and ten 
thousands of humble Christians besiege the Throne of 
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shall go forth i swift ships, to publish his word and 
bring Israel to their own land.” 

Just so far as our government, or nation, Jean towards 
the principles, policy, or measures of the infidel power, 
so far is our independence in jeopardy. The warning 
voice of Heaven to us, respecting Antichrist, now  in- 
corporated with mystical Babylon, is, Rev. xviii. 4: 
““Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers 
of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” 

4, There is special need, at this day, and in this land, 
of humiliation, repentance and prayer. The signs of 
the times forebode the judgements of Heaven upon our 
guilty nation. Antichrist has come, and we have partaken 
largely of his sins. Though we have not yet, as a nation, 
formally and avowedly, united with the infidel power ; 
yet, we have awfully degenerated from the godliness of 
our pious ancestors ; and multitudes among us, have im- 
bibed the principles and exhibit the spirit of the anti- 
christian confederacy. The number of open deists and 
atheists is considerable ; and that of secret infidels, there 
is reason to apprehend, is very great. But, who can 
reckon the numbers of those, who, while they have a 
form of godliness, deny the power; or of those, who 
treat the gospel of Christ with indifference and neglect ? 
The progress of practical impiety and irreligion, even 
in the purest part of our country, in New-England, the 
land of the christian pilgrims, is lamentable and astonish- 
ing. The Sabbath is profaned. The worship of God 
is despised. Solemn oaths are violated. The name of 
God is blasphemed. Dishonesty, intemperance and 
lewdness, are unblushingly practised. The laws of God 
and man are set at defiance. Should one of those holy 
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men of God, who first emigrated to this country, arise 
from the dead, and pass through New-England; how 
would his eyes affect his heart! With what astonish- 
ment and grief, would he exclaim, “ Alas! how 1s the 
gold become dim! how is the most fine gold changed !” 

In consequence of our degeneracy, we are threatened 
with divine judgements. An evil spirit from the Lord, 
seems to have deceived and infatuated a great proportion 
of the people. Party-spirit, in numerous instances, has 
usurped the place and assumed the name of patriotism, 
and threatens to set every man, in hostile array against 
his neighbour. Men of loose principles and vicious 
lives, men, who wear the mark of the antichristian 
beast in their unblushing foreheads, are selected, to fill 
the highest seats of honour, trust and power. Ancient 
laws and institutions are abolished, and the grand char- 
ter of our rights infringed. Systematick falsehood and 
deception, in too many instances, are relied upon, to 
vindicate the measures of government. 

The year past, the elements of nature seem to have 
been commissioned todestroy; as a prelude to that more 
terrible destruction, which we have reason to fear from 
the hands of men. The storms, the hurricanes, the 
conflagrations and earthquakes, so frequent and so alarm- 
ing, the year past, may justly be considered as the 
shakings of the rod of divine anger, over a people, who 
have departed from God; and who are about to shed 
blood! about to plunge into an unnecessary and ruinous 
war, with a nation, desirous of peace; with a nation 
that has done more, of late years, to propagate the reli- 
gion of Christ, than all the world besides; and which, 
at this moment, there is reason to think, comprises 
more real christians, than any other nation upon earth, 
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The aspect of futurity is threatening. And, though we 
hope that God will not forsake us, for his Name’s sake, 
since it hath pleased him once to make us his people ; 
yet, we ought to be awakened, to rend our hearts, and 
turn unto the Lord. Never were a people more loudly 
called to repentance and humiliation. Without a genu- 
ine and general reformation, our destruction is as sure as 
that of Ninevah. How fervently, then, ought we to pray 
for the effusions of the Divine Spirit, without whose 
special influence, a reformation will never take place. If 
we repent, and pray; who can tell but that the Lord 
may spare his people, and turn the counsels of all our 
enemies to foolishness. 

Let saints, then, address themselves, solemnly and 
sincerely, to the appropriate duties of this day. And 
let sinners repent and obey the gospel. Though you 
may now reject the principles and detest the practices of 
Antichrist and his abettors; yet, so long as you remain 
impenitent, you will have, in your hearts, an antichris- 
tian spirit, which may lead you to believe and do, what 
you now view with abhorrence. So long as you remain 
impenitent, you will do your part towards filling up the 
measure of the iniquity of your country. And not only 
so; while you remain impenitent, your own souls are 
exposed to ruin: for Christ hath said, ‘‘ Except ye 
repent, ye shall all perish.” 


AMEN. 


4 rs why ae 


sia en Bi 


A pees 


ghee wae 4 ee 


PRAYER FOR PEACE, 
DISCOURSE, 
ON THE NATIONAL FAST; 


AUGUST 20th, 1812. 


——— —E——— 
BY OTIS THOMPSON, A. M. 


PASTOR OF THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH IN REHOBOTH: 


“ 


= Ges 


> 


PUBLISHED AT THE REQUEST OF THE HEARERS. 


PROVIDENCE : 


PRINTED BY DAVID HAWKINS, JUN. 


20ececcese 


i Oe Me 


DISCOURSE. 


=i 


PSALM, cxxt. 6. 


PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM. 


Ass the name Zion, in scripture, is often applied to 
the Jewish church; so the name Jerusalem is often ap- 
plied to the Jewish nation. ‘This, there is reason to 
suppose, is the application of the term in our text. 
The royal psalmist meant to call upon his people, to 
pray for the peace of his kingdom. And as national 
peace is as beneficial to one people as to another, and 
as all nations are equally dependent upon God for this 
blessing, so it is equally incumbent upon every peo- 
ple, in every age, to adopt the prayer in our text. It 
will, therefore, be as agreeable to the words before us, 
as pertinent to the design of our present meeting, to 
inculcate, in the ensuing discourse, the duty of pray- 
ing for national peace. I shall, 

{. Offer some general reasons, why we should pray, 
at all times, for the blessing of national peace. And 

IT. Offer some special reasons, why we should unite 
our prayers, at the present time, for this national bless- 
ing. 
ss I shall offer some general reasons, why we should 
pray, at all times, for the blessing of national peace. 

1. National peace is, at all times, exceedingly de- 
sirable in itself. Peace is intimately connected with 
prosperity. Ina time of peace, a people have oppor- 
tunity to increase in number, in wealth, and in power. 
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At such a time, if ever, agriculture, naiiliactures. 
and commerce flourish, and pour into the lap of a na- 
tion, all the necessaries, conveniences and comforts of 
life. In a time of peace the arts and sciences may be 
cultivated; schools and seminaries of learning may 
be endowed; publick works of utility, ornament and 
defence may be carried on; and the empire of law and 
justice may be maintained. 

But, what gives the highest value to national peace, 
is, that it has a most favourable influence upon the 
state and progress of true religion. Inatime of peace, 
a people have ability to support and opportunity to at- 
tend the publick worship of God and the means of re- 
ligious instruction. If true religion, ever flourishes, 
it is ina time of peace. All the vreat revivals of reli- 
gion, mentioned in sacred scripture, took place in 
times of peace. Christ, the author and finisher of our 
faith, is the Prince oF Peace. His kingdom con- 
sists in righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghost. His followers are all peacemakers. It is 
only in a season of peace, that we can expect the re- 
ligion of the meek, forgiving, beneficent Jesus, to 
spread and flourish, in its genuine purity, simplicity, 
and spirituality. It is represented, in sacred history, 
as the peculiar felicity of the reign of Solomon, that 
“he had peace on all sides round about him.’ Peace 
is often promised, in the word of God, as the great- 
est of national blessings. It is, ‘therefore, the duty of 
every people, as they regard their own prosperity and 
the interest of religion, at all times, to pray for the 
blessing of national peace. 

2. It is the duty of every people thus to pray, with- 
out ceasing, because war is always one of the greatest 
national calamities. War diminishes the numbers and 
wastes the wealth of a nation. It interrupts the la- 
bours of the husbandman and the mechanick, and 
dries up the streams of commerce. As war proceeds 
from the unhaliowed /usts of men, pride, avarice, am. 
bition; so it blows into a flame, all the wrathful pas- 
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sions of the depraved heart, anger, malice, hatred, 
revenge.— It is legalized murder. Confusion and dis- 
may precede it,. famine and pestilence follow after it. 

War fills a land wath the tears of widows and the cries 
of orphans. It never fails to corrupt the hearts and 
demoralize the lives of a people, and thus deeply to 
wound the cause of morality and religion. Ina time 
of war, all is bustle, disorder, noise and tumult. ‘The 
Sabbath is profaned, and the house of God deserted. 
Vices are practised without shame, and crimes perpe- 
trated without remorse. Since war is the greatest of 
national calamities, surely it becomes every people, 
at all times, to pray for the blessing of national peace. 
T may add, 

Be That every nation is, at all times, entirely de- 
pendent upon God, for the great blessing of peace, 
and ought, therefore, humbly, and continually, to pray 
for it. ‘ [mMaxKe peace,” saith the Lord of hosts. 
God is always able to bestow this rich blessing upon 
any people. He can preserve them from internal divi- 
sions and civil war. He can pour out his spirit upon 
rulers and ruled, and create in them a pacifick dispo- 
sition. He can preserve a people from foreign war. 
He holds the hearts of kings, emperours and all the 
rulers of the earth, in his sovereign hand, and ‘ turn- 
-eth them, as the rivers of water, whithersoever He 
will.’ He can make it for the mutual interest of inde- 
pendent nations to cultivate peace. He can cause the 
rulers of nations to discern and pursue the true inte- 
rest of the people, whom they govern. He can curb 
the ambition and restrain the rapacity of aspiring des- 
pots and vainglorious conquerours. And, as God can 
bestow the blessing of peace upon any people; so 
He can take it away from any people, when He Pipeses. 
He can ‘mingle a perverse spirit in the midst of a 
people, and set every man against his neighbour: He 
can stir up the spirits of kings and princes to a war- 
like tone; He can harden the spirits of rulers and 
make their hearts obstinate,’ and thus cause them fo 
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contemn the counsellors of peace, and rush into war, 
however unjust, impolitick, and ruimous.* 

Since all nations are thus totally dependent upon 
God for peace, it is the duty of every nation, at all 
times, to look up to the Sovereign of the Universe, in 
devout and fervent prayer, either for the continuance 
or the restoration of this great national blessing. I 
shall now, 

II. Offer some special reasons, why we, as a peo- 
ple, ought, at this time, to unite our prayers for the 
blessing of peace. 

1. One special reason, why we should, at this time, 
pray for peace, is, we are, very unexpectedly, involved 
in war. For more than twenty-eight years, this favour- 
ed nation has enjoyed an almost uninterrupted season 
of peace and prosperity. Excepting some trifling mis- 
understandings with one or two diminutive tribes of 
aboriginal natives, and some collision with a horde of 
pirates on the coast of Barbary, we have had peace, on 
all sides, during this whole period. ‘Though we had 
differences, with the belligerent powers of Europe, and 
received injuries from them, as must ever be expected 
by neutral nations, so intimately connected with pow- 
erful and contending rivals; yet, by the blessing of 
Heaven upon the wise counsels and just measures 
adopted by the Father of his country, and pursued by 
his immediate successor, our differences were amica- 
bly settled, and our injuries in a measure repaired ; so 
that we sat, every man under his vine and figtree, or 
travelled the highway of nations, having none to mo- 
lest or make us afraid. During this state of peace and 
impartial neutrality, we increased in numbers and in 
wealth, beyond all example. 

But this golden age of our Republick has passed 
away! After a series of unavailing negotiations; after 
a series of various restrictions upon our trade, which 
have destroyed our revenue, impoverished our farm- 
ers and ruined many of our merchants; we find our- 


* See, Isai. xix. 14. L. Kings, xi, 14. I. Chron. y. 26. Deut. ii. 30. 
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selves, at last, plunged into a war with the nation from 
whom we descended, who speak the same language, 
use the same common law, and profess the same holy 
religion with ourselves. ‘This is, surely, a very spe- 
cial reason, why we should, at this time, pray for peace. 
Whether this war be just or unjust, expedient or inex- 
pedient, still, itis War; and, while it lasts, must de- 
prive us of the blessings of peace, which we have so 
long and so largely experienced. It is the professed 
design, and ought to be the rea/ design, of all war, to 
obtain a safe, just and honourable peace. Whenever 
war, therefore, exists, there is, then, special reason to 
pray for peace. But, 

2. Another special reason why we, as a people, 
should pray, at this time, for peace, is, that the war in 
which we are engaged is an offensive war. ‘This gives 
a peculiar character to the present war, and renders it 
peculiarly desirable that it should be speedily termi- 
nated. ‘The war, which we formerly carried on with our 
parent nation, wasa defensive war. Not only was our 
commerce restricted and our chartered rights taken 
away; but our country was actually invaded, and the 
blood of our peaceful citizens shed by a mercenary 
soldiery, before we assumed the attitude of resist- 
ance by force. We looked to Heaven for succour, 
and Heaven crowned our arms with success. But, 
now, alas! the scene is changed. The government 
of Great-Britain neither declared nor desired war. 
Whether friendship or enmity towards us, predomi- 
nated in their breasts, they viewed it as greatly for 
their interest to remain at peace. They made great 
exertions and great sacrifices to prevent war. ‘hey 
received our ministers with due respect, and sent one, 
and another, and another of their own to this country, 
at a great expense, to negotiate a treaty of amity and 
commerce. They made satisfactory reparation for 
the unauthorized outrage upon one of our ships. 
‘They have ever disclaimed all right to take even their 
own seamen and deserters from our national vessels. 
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They. offered to make the best practicable arrange- 
ment respecting their seamen and subjects found on 
board our merchant vessels. ‘They offered to renew , 
the treaty made by Mr. Jay, in 1794, as soon as it ex- 
pired. They agreed to a treaty with Messrs. Monroe 
and Pinkney, which those Envoys thought equitable 
and agreeable to their instructions; but which Mr. 
Jefferson hastily returned, without so much as showing 
it to the Senate. The British government have ever 
professed a willingness to repeal their injurious Orders, 
as soon as evidence should be furnished of the actual 
repeal of the French Decrees, which occasioned them, 
and which were not only prior, in point of time, but, te 
say the least, equally injurious. And when our govern- 
ment had issued their declaration of war, the enemy 
would not strike a blow, till we had begun actual hosti- 
lities. -So that the war, on our part, is altogether a 
war of offence. Some suppose that all war is unscrip- 
tural and unjustifiable: many look upon an offensive 
war as unjust in all cases: and more still will think the 
present war to have been undertaken for no just and 
sufficient cause. Many of our most wise and mode- 
rate men, of both political parties, are of opinion, that 
if we would go to war, it should rather have been 
with France, who was the first aggressor, who has 
injured us the most, and that in violation of a solemn 
treaty. 

Since such is the character of the war in which we 
are unhappily engaged, it is very desirable that it 
should speedily be followed by peace; and, therefore, 
there is special reason why we should now pray for the. 
restoration of this great blessing. 

3. Another special reason why we should, at this 
time, pray for national peace, is, that the war, in 
which we have involved ourselves, if continued any 
considerable time, is likely to prove a very distressing 
war. It has, already, in a few weeks, destroyed a 
large proportion of our commerce, and, if continued, 
must, in a few months, destroy it all. Thus thou- 
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sands of our citizens, especially in New-England, 
will be, at once, deprived of the means of subsistence, 
and be obliged to beg their bread in the streets. Be- 
sides, as the national treasury is empty, very heavy 
taxes, which have been already voted, must be levied 
and collected, in order to meet the enormous and 
growing expenses of the war. Not only will our ships 
be exposed to capture, but our numerous, unfortified, 
commercial towns will be exposed to destruction, and 
our widely extended and shar aie sea-coast to plun- 
der and devastation. 

But, this is not all. Would to God it were! There 
is danger, that this war, if continued, will kindle the 
devouring flame of discord and civil war among our- 
selves. ‘The war is unpopular; and growing more 
and more so every day. Many think it unjust: more 
think it unnecessary: and more still think it impolitick. 
All these will feel bound, in conscience, to do no more 
towards carrying it on, than they shall be compelled to 
do, by the force of law and the arm of power. While, 
on the other hand, those who are in favour of the war, 
have already begun to manifest a disposition to treat, 
as rebels and traitors, all such as speak or write against 
the measure, or decline giving it their aid. Witness 
their conduct in Savannah, in Charleston, in Baltimore! 
It would seem, that the reign of terrour is to commence; 
and as a Member of Congress said, on the floor of the 
House, that ‘“‘hemp and confiscation” are to be the 
means of putting an end to the liberty of speech and of 
the press. It would seem, that should this war be pro- 
tracted, the bloody scenes of a French revolution are 
to be exhibited here. Already is a part of this Com- 
monwealth denominated the ‘‘ La Vendee of Ame- 
rica!’’ Already does a combination exist, prepared, as 
there is too much reason to apprehend, to imitate the 
Jacobin club of Paris. These things are, alarming. 
They call, not only for Vigilance, but for special, ar- 
dent prayer to the God of Sabbaoth, that He would 
scatter the people who delight in war, prevent the ef- 
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fusion of the blood of our best citizens, and restore, 
speedily restore the smiles of peace. 

4, Another special teason, why we should unite our 
prayers, this day, for the restoration of peace, is, 
that the war, in which we are engaged, is a hopeless 
one. ‘Where is no prospect of obtaining, either the 
object professedly in view, or any other valuable ob- 
ject. The object professedly aimed at, in this war, ac- 
cording to the manifesto of the President and the report 
of the committee of foreign relations to Congress, is, to 
protect our seamen, vindicate our commercial rights, 
and obtain a free trade with the belligerent powers. But, 
what prospect is there of obtaiming this object, by the 
war which has been declared? ‘The nation, whom we 
have selected as our enemy, has more than a thou- 
sand ships of war, manned by some of the best sailors, 
and conducted by the most skilful and intrepid naval 
commanders in the world. With this force, they are 
able to cope with all the maritime powers of the earth. 
To oppose this mistress of the ocean, we have a few 
frigates and gun-boats, and some dozens of privateers, 
carrying from one to fifteen guns apiece. Already, 
one of our national armed vessels has been captured; 
and not less than thirteen of our privateers. Already, 
as many of our seamen have been made prisoners, as 
all that have been impressed for ten years past. “The 
idea of protecting our seamen, and securing the free- 
dom of our trade, by prosecuting this war, is, to the 
last degree, absurd and ridiculous. This is well 
known to all commercial men, throughout the country ; 
nine-tenths of whom, deprecate this war, as exposing 
their property to inevitable destruction. ‘This was 
well understood by all the Members of Congress from 
the commercial states; a great majority of whom 
voted against the precipitate declaration. 

But, though we cannot protect our seamen and se- 
cure a free trade by this conflict; yet, is there not some 
other valuable object which we may obtain? ‘The 
Island of Great-Britain is inaccessible: it is sur- 
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rounded with a wall, which we cannot penetrate. But. 
after a great expense of treasure and blood, we may; 
perhaps, succeed in taking Canada and Noya-Scotia. 
And of what use would those rocks and woods be to 
us, if they were in our possession? Would they add 
to our wealth or strength? Have we not wild land 
enough already ? Have we not as much territory and 
as much sea-coast, as we are able to protect? 

In every view, the prospect of obtaining any valu- 
able or desirable object, by the war in which we are 
so unhappily engaged, is altogether hopeless. We have 
every thing to lose and nothing to gain. How weighty, 
then, the motive, to pray the Governour of the na- 
tions, to grant us a speedy restoration of peace! 

5. It may be mentioned as another reason, why we 
should, this day, unite our prayers for the great blessing 
of national peace, that, such is the complexion of 
the present war, and such the state of our relations 
with foreign powers, that complete success is much more 
to be dreaded than partial defeat. By declaring war 
against England, we have, virtually, made common 
cause with France. Whether it be a fact or not, that 
we have been allured by the promises, or driven by 
the threats of the ruler of France, to assume our pre- 
sent warlike attitude; still, itis certain, that our pre- 
sent measures perfectly meet the wishes and aid the 
designs of that ambitious despot. We are helping 
Bonaparte to destroy the commerce of England, and 
thus to weaken her hands and prostrate her power, 
Our inability, in our present impoverished, enfeebled 
state, without ships, without fortifications, without 
money and without troops, to carry on the war alone, 
with energy and effect, renders it more than probable, 
that we shall soon form an alhance with the French 
nation, and that French ships and French troops will be 
called in to our assistance in the common cause. Sup- 
pose such an alliance formed; and suppose, in the un- 
searchable providence of God, the allied nations should 
succeed in humbling the power of Great-Britain: what, 
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‘then, would be our situation? Should we not be at 
the mercy of the man, whose tender mercies are cruel- 
ty? Should we not be at the mercy of the man, who 
abhors democratick government, and who has enslaved 
all the republicks of the old world ? Should we not be 
at the mercy of the man, who treats his friends incom- 
parably worse than his foes? What could we expect, in 
sucha state of things, but to be deprived of all our dis- 
tinguished privileges, civil and religious, and to be- 
come a part of the great empire; and we, and our sons, 
and our sons’ sons, to be hewers of wood and drawers 
of water to a vassal prince, imposed upon us by the 
ruthless tyrant of Europe? And is not complete*suc- 
cess, in this view, more to be dreaded, than partial de- 
feat? A temporary defeat might oblige us to conclude 
a dishonourable peace, and to relinquish, perhaps, a 
small portion of our high claims on the ocean: but, if 
ultimately successful, we must expect to be robbed, at 
once, of our dear-bought liberty and independence, and 
to be degraded to a much more servile and forlorn con- 
dition, than we were ever in, while colonies of the 
mother country. Ought not every patriot, then, fervent- 
ly to pray for a speedy restoration of our national peace? 

6. Our multiplied iniquities present another special 
reason, for united and humble prayer, this day, for the 
restoration of peace. ‘lhe war, in which we are en- 
gaged, is to be considered, not as an accidental occur- 
rence, but as A JUDGEMENT OF HEAVEN UPON A 
GuILTy LAND. Wer isa scourge of God. He has 
governed and moved our rulers, in all their warlike 
measures. He is offended with us, as a people, for 
we have sinned. We have greatly simned, and pro- 
voked the Holy One, by our ingratitude, disobedience, 
infidelity, vice and ungodliness. We have drunk 
largely into the spirit, and have adopted many of the 
crimes of Antichrist; and there is reason to fear, that 
God intends that we shall receive of his plagues. And 
in proportion to our fears, should be the importunity of 
our prayers, this day, for the sparing mercy of Heaven, 
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-and the speedy restoration of peace. Unless the anger 
of God be turned away from us, this war, in all probabi- 
lity, will be carried on, till it shall terminate in our na- 
tional ruin. 

I have only to add, 

7. Vhat, amidst all our causes of fear, there is some 
‘reason to hope, that God will yet restore our national 
peace, and that, ere long. ‘There was reason to ex- 
pect, that God would chastize us, sooner or later, for 
our iniquities; but at the same time, there was reason 
to hope, that He would not utterly forsake us, ‘ for 
his Name’s sake, because it hath pleased the Lord to 
make us his people.’ He hath not forgotten the many 
fervent prayers of our pious forefathers: He is not in- 
attentive to the prayers of thousands of their descend- 
ants, whom His Holy Spirit hath formed for Himself, 
and who sigh and cry for all the abominations commit- 
ted in the land. He hath never changed, and never 
will change the wise and good design, with which He 
planted us in this favoured land, and gave us indepen- 
dence and freedom. We trust there are too many 
‘Gospel Churches and too many Godly men, especially 
in New-England, for God to give up our whole land, 
to utter ruin. He would have spared Sodom, if there 
had been but ten righteous in that devoted city. We 
have suffered considerable: we may sufler more: per- 
haps, some corrupt branches of the union may be am- 
putated. But, itis to be hoped, that God will, timely, 
interpose for our deliverance. He can make peace, 
‘when and where He pleases. ‘The hearts of our rulers 
and of the rulers of Britain, are in His hand. The 
principal alleged cause of the war, is already removed, 
by the repeal of the British Orders in Council. This 
is acknowledged by some of the ablest advocates of 
the declaration of war. ‘The eyes of the people begin 
to open upon their danger and their duty; and the 
friends of peace are rapidly increasing in number, in 
almost all parts of the country. God can and may 
cause their voice to be heard: He can and may give 
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our rulers to see the expediency and importance of 
making immediate arrangements for a just and hon- 
ourable peace. Let us, then, be encouraged to perse- 
vere in fervent supplications for peace. ‘‘I he effec- 
tual, fervent prayer of the righteous availeth much. 
God’s arm is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither 
is His ear heavy, that it cannot hear.’ 


IMPROVEMENT. 

1. If it be the duty of every people, at all times, to 
pray for the blessing of peace; we may hence learn, 
when it is just and right for a people to engage in war. 
No people ought ever to engage in war, for such causes 
and under such cireumstances, as that they cannot, at 
the same time, sincerely and consistently pray for 
peace. No people, therefore, ought ever to go to war, 
until they have made all reasonable exertions and sa- 
crifices to preserve peace. To obtain a safe and equi- 
table peace, is the ¢rue design of every just war. But, 
how can a people engage in war, with this design, 
until they have sincerely used all the means in their 
power, by friendly and fair negotiation, to prevent a 
rupture? War is the greatest of temporal calamities, 
and ought to be avoided, if possible, without sacri- 
ficing the most essential rights. 

To engage ina war of offence, for conquest or plun- 
der, or to preserve a point of honour, or to avenge 
some trifling injury, can never be justified before God 
orman. No war can be just, but a war of defence; 
nor even that, unless every other rational means of 
defence has been tried in vain. Ifa people have gone 
to war voluntarily; if they have drowned the desire of 
peace in a flood of wrath; if they have rejected the 
messengers of peace with indignation; how can they 
appeal to heaven for the justice of their cause? How 
can they lift up holy hands, without wrath and doubting, 
in prayer for success to their arms? Would not such 
prayer be solemn mockery ? Before a people can put 
up an acceptable prayer for success in war, they must 
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be able to join with it a sincere petition for the resto- 
tation of peace. 

2. If it be the duty of every people, at all times, to 
pray for the blessing of peace; we may hence learn, 
when it is the duty of a people, voluntarily to support a 
war, in which their rulers have engaged. It is, most cer- 
tainly, not the duty of a people voluntarily to support 
a war, when they cannot do it consistently with pray- 
ing, sincerely, for peace, upon safe and equitable terms. 
It cannot be their duty, therefore, voluntarily to aid in 
carrying on a war, which they have reason to think is 
unjust; a war of offence; a war undertaken for honour, 
or conquest, or revenge ; a war, which, the longer it 
is protracted, will be the less likely to terminate in a 
safe, advantageous and permanent peace. If they 
voluntarily engage in such a war, their prayers and their 
conduct are inconsistent, and both offensive to God. 
A people sin a great sin, whenever they volunteer their 
services, or freely yield their property, to maintain an 
unjust and unnecessary war. Every people and every 
man, in such a case, ought to judge and act for him- 
self, and keep a conscience, void of offence, both 
toward God and toward man. Though we ought to be 
‘* subject unto the higher powers;”’ yet, it is better to 
suffer wrong, than to do wrong. It must, indeed, be a 
hard case, but it is better to suffer martyrdom, under 
the hand of unrighteous, arbitrary power, than to be 
guilty of shedding innocent blood. No man can answer 
it to conscience or to God, for taking up arms in a cause, 
which he believes to be unjust. 

3. We may learn, from what hath been said, when 
the rulers of a people are consistent, in calling them 
to humiliation and prayer, on account of a war, in 
which they have engaged. There is, doubtless, the 
greatest propriety in special humiliation, fasting and 
prayer, whenever a people are involved in a war of 
any kind, or for any cause. Every war is not only a 
calamity, but a judgement of God; under which His 
justice should be acknowledged, and His mercy im- 
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plored. But, that the rulers of a people may consist- 
ently call them to this duty, the war, which they 
have undertaken, must be just, necessary and unavoid- 
able. If they have sincerely desired peace; if they 
have endeavoured to preserve it, by all proper means; 
if they have been driven to war, by the arm of vio- 
lence and oppression; then may the rulers of a people 
consistently-appeal to Heaven to vindicate their righte- 
ous cause, and call upon all their fellow-citizens to 
unite with them in praying that their arms may be 
crowned with success. But, if, on thg contrary, the 
rulers of a people have sought occasions of hostility ; 
if they have refused to preserve peace upon equitable 
terms; if they have proclaimed war, as duelists fight, 
for honour; if they have been under the control of 
foreign influence, in this solemn business; it is the 
height of inconsistency, for them to recommend humi- 
liation and prayer. It is hypocrisy: it is an affront 
to Heaven! Instead of calling their people to humilia- 
tion and prayer, it concerns them deeply to humble 
themselves before God for their scarlet crimes. They 
are verily guilty of all the blood that may be shed in 
the unrighteous conflict. ‘The words of St. Peter to 
Simon the sorcerer, may be pertinently addressed to 
every such ruler, ‘‘Repent of this thy wickedness, and 
pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may 
be forgiven thee.” 

4. If we have such special reasons, as have been 
mentioned, to pray, at this time, for the blessing of 
peace; then all those, who feel the propriety of this 
prayer, ought to lay aside their party names and dis- 
tinctions, and unite, in one harmonious fraternity, to 
support the constitution, preserve the independence, 
and restore the peace and prosperity of their country. 
They are no longer of different parties. Their little 
differences of opmion, respecting minor points in poli- 
ticks, are not worthy of consideration, when compared 
with the magnitude of the object, which they unitedly 
desire and seek. Thev are all federalists; they are all 
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republicans; for they are all, it is to be presumed, 
friends to the constitution, independence, union, liber- 
ty and prosperity of their country. If they are not 
too numerous and too respectable to be considered as 
a party, they ought to be called THE PEACE PARTY. 
Let them assume this denomination, and act under it, 
with union, zeal, energy and perseverance. May 
they have that wisdom from above, which is profitable 
to direct. And may the blessing of God crown with 
success their constitutional, patriotick exertions to 
procure a speedy restoration of peace to their afflicted, 
wounded, bleeding country. 

5. If there are such special reasons, as we have 
seen, why we should now pray for the peace of our 
nation; then we ought to do all in our power to pro- 
mote a speedy restoration of peace, upon safe, just 
and honourable terms. Prayer, without correspond- 
ing exertion, is presumption. If we pray sincerely, 
we shall exert ourselves faithfully. Here, then, it be- 
comes an interesting inquiry, with every christian, 
with every: patriot; What ought we to do; what 
measures ought we to adopt, to bring the present 
calamitous war to a close, and to obtain a speedy 
restoration of peace? In answer to this important 
inquiry, permit me to suggest the following things. 

First. We should vigilantly guard and courage- 
ously defend the liberty of speech and of the press. 
This is essential to the very existence of a republican 
government, and is terrible only to traitors and tyrants. 
Without this liberty, how are the people to be en- 
lightened, and led to an understanding of the causes 
and consequences of the present war? Phe redeeming 

ower is in the people: how important, then, that the 
publick mind should be enlightened. Ict all attempts, 
therefore, to destroy or abridge the liberty of speech 
and of the press, be frowned upon and resisted. 

Seconpty. All, who are capable oi bearing arms, 
should prepare themselves and stand ready, at a mi- 
nute’s warning, to suppress all mobs, riots and imsur- 
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rections. Combinations of this kind ate formed, by 
foreign emissaries and domestick ruffians, to overawe 
the friends of peace and silence their faithful, spirited 
remonstrances. ‘They must be quelled and suppress- 
ed, with a vigilant eye and a vigorous arm; if we 
would hope ever to see an end to this war, till we see 
the end of our liberties. The constitution, laws and 
courts of justice, should have the prompt support of 
every friend of his country. 

Tutrpoty. We should not only guard, but use 
the liberty of speech and of the press. Every man, 
who can speak and write, should Sreely discuss pubs 
lick measures, investigate the characters and conduct 
of rulers, expose the partiality, impolicy and ruimous: 
tendency of the present war, and endeavour to en- 
lighten and unite his fellow-citizens. If this measure 
be pursued, it is presumed there will soon be but one 
opinion among the sober, virtuous and patriotick 
members of the community. 

FourTuty. It is very proper to meet together, in 
a peaceable, orderly and legal manner, to pass resolves,’ 
to draw up memorials and remonstrances, and to ex- 
press our opinions upon publick affairs; that the minds 
of the people may be known to government, and that 
they may not be deceived and deluded by the misre-. 
presentations of designing men. 

Firtuty. We should independently use the right 
of suffrage, that most essential and invaluable right of 
freemen, and fill all vacant offices with the friends of 
peace. It is only by a change of men, that we can 
rationally hope for a change of measures. ‘The majo- 
rity of our national rulers have gone too far to retrace’ 
thcir steps. ‘Ihey must go out of office, and give 
place to men of different principles, before we can ex- 
pect a termination of the present hopeless, ruinous 
contest. 

SrxtHiy. We should cheerfully make those con- 
tributions of time, money and talents, which may be 
necessary to promote the publick safety and interest. 
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We had better give up half our property to preserve 
the rest, than have the whole wrested from us by eX- 
tortion: and violence. 

SeventuHLy. We should stand prepared to meet 
and repel all foreign invaders, whether they come as 
avowed enemies or pretended friends. In either case, 
they will put in jeopardy our freedom and indepen- 
dence. 

Finauty. It is our incumbent duty to repent and 
forsake our sins. ‘The anger of God is kindled against 
us, as a people; and hence it is that, in our once 
peaceful, happy land, we hear the din of war, and see 
garments rolled in blood. Unless we more generally 
repent and turn unto the Lord, we have reason to fear 
that He will blast all our endeavours to restore peace 
and tranquillity to our suffering nation. If we refuse 
and rebel, we must expect to be devoured with the 
sword; for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. Let 
each one, then, ‘cast away all his transgressions 
wherewith he hath transgressed, and make his ways 
and his doings good.’ And let us remember, that 
this is necessary, not only to our temporal, but to 
our eternal peace; for there is no true peace to the 
wicked, saith. God, either in this world, or the world 
to.come. If we would pray, acceptably, this day, for 
the peace and prosperity of our country, we must pw- 
rify our hearts; for ‘if we regard iniquity in our 
hearts, the Lord will not hear us.’ Let us, then, as 
one man, give God our hearts; and, through the Di- 
vine Redeemer, beseech the Father Of Mercies to for- 
give our sins and the sins of our nation; to reform us 
and make us a holy and happy people. Who can tell 
but that He may turn away from his fierce anger, ¢hat 
we perish not. 
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PRECIOUS IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD IS THE 
DEATH OF HIS SAINTS, 


God seeth not as men see. Men can perceive 
enly the outward appearance of things; God dis- 
cerns their inmost nature and essence.’ Men can 
see but a little way into the causes, connexions and 

eonsequences of passing events ; but God takes a 
somprehensive view of the events of his Provi- 
_ dence, in all their causes, however remote; in all 
their connexions, however complicated ; and in all 
their consequences, however various, important: 
-and lasting. Hence it is, that many events, which 
appear to men, dark, unaccountable, and evil, ap- 
pear to God, luminous, wise and good. Without 
the light, which the sacred Scriptures shed upon 
the dark valley of the shadow of death, it would 
seem mysterious and astonishing, that. mankind 
should be subjected to disease, pain and death; 
and should all be turned to dust ; the majority, like 
opening flowers, in the morning of life; many in 
the midst of their days and of their usefulness ; 
and all, before they have realized half their hopes, 
or executed half their designs. And even amidst 


A 


the rays of revealed truth, it may still appear | 
strange to many, that saints, the excellent of the 
earth and the friends of God, should share the 
common fate of all mankind. They may be ready 
to ask, if God loves his people, takes delight in 
. them, and pities them as a father pities his chil- 
dren, why does He suffer them to sicken, languish 
and die? ;We are assured, however, that He sees 
not only wise, but kind and paternal reasons for 
taking his saints out of the world; and that their 
very death, in his view, is a desirable event. 
‘¢ Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of 
his saints.” : 

But who are saints ? In what sense is their death 
precious in the sight of the Lord? And why is it 
so? A concise answer to each of these questions, 
will furnish matter for discourse, not unsuitable 
to the present occasion. 

First. Who are saints ? 

The term saint, means sanctified or holy. This 
is not the native character of mankind. Men eome 
into the world in a state of moral depravity. In 

consequence of the apostacy of the first human 

pair, all their descendants, by the sovereign pur- 

pose and agency of God, commence their exis- 
tence in sin. ‘* Man is born as the wild ass’s colt. 

The wicked are estranged from the womb; they 

go astray as soon as they be born, speaking hes.” 

David said, “ I was conceived in sin, and shapea 
in iniquity.” And a greater than David hath said, 


“That which is born of the flesh, is flesh.” The — 


hearts of men by nature, are void of goodness, and 
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full of evil; and consequently, all their actions are. 
depraved. Before the flood, ‘* all flesh had cor- - 
rupted his way upon the earth; and every imagi- 
nation of the thoughts of man’s heart, was only 
evil continually.” ‘‘ They are corrupt, says the 
Psalmist, they have done abominable works ; there 
is none that doeth good. They are all gone aside, 
they are altogether become filthy ; there is none 
that doeth good, no, not one.” Solomon says, 
“the heart of the sons of menis full of evil;” 
and of course, that ‘‘ their plowing is sin; and 
their prayer abomination.”” Paul quotes the words 
of David, Rom. in, 9—19, and applies them to all 
men, both Jews and Gentiles. None of mankind 
are saints. or holy, by nature. ‘Those, to whom 
this appellation is given in Scripture, have experi- 
enced a second birth. They have been born, 
*‘not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of Ged.” Accordingly, the 
apostle, writing to saints, says, ‘‘You hath He 
quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins 
—and were by nature, children of wrath, even as 
others—Hut, ye are washed, but ve are sanctified, 
but ye are justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and by the spirit of our God. Not hy works of 
righteousness which we have done, but according 

to his mercy He saved us, by the washing of : 
regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost.” 
Saints are such as have experienced a change of heart, 
wrought by the special operation of the Holy Spir- 
it. Hence, they love God witha supreme affection. 
*¢ He that loveth, is born of God.” The love of 
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_ God is “shed abroad in their hearts by the Holy 
~ Ghost.”? Whereas their carnal minds were enmi- 


ty against God, they now ‘delight to contemplate 


his power, wisdom, goodness, justice and grace. 


They are pleased with all his eternal purposes ; 
approve of his law, precept and penalty ; esteem 
ail his commands as good and right; and rejoice 
in his universal government, providence and agen- 
cy. Such love to God, lead them to condemn and 
abhor themselves for all their sins, and to plead 
for mercy, through the great atonement of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. ‘They are penitent believers 
in the Son of Ged. This their faith works by. 
love, and prompts them to holy and unreserved 
obedience to all the divine commands. They are 
‘created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God had before ordained, that they should walk 
inthem.? They have that love, which ** worketh 
no ill to one’s neighbour,” and prompts them to be 
honest and upright in their dealings, just to all 
men, kind to the needy and distressed, and forgiv- 
ing to the injurious and abusive. ‘They have that 
disinterested love, which leads them ‘to do to 
others, as they would have others do to them.”*— 
‘he same holy love purifies their hearts, and dis. 
poses them to hate and shun every species of vice, 
and to possess their vessel in sanctification and 
honour. And, while they deny ungodliness and 
worldiy lust, they seek justification, not by the 


f the law, but by grace, through faith in 
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Such is a faint outline of the character of saints. 
We proceed to inquire, : : 

Secondly. In what sense the death of saints is 
precious in the sight of the Lord ? 

1. The death of ‘saints is not precious in the 
sight of the Lord, in this sense, that He takes pleas - 
ure in inflicting death upon them, in itself consid- 
ered. Death, in itself considered, is always a 
painful and distressing event. The diseases and 
casualties which produce it, the anguish and agony 
which accompany it, and the dissolution of the body 
and of every earthly tie, which follow it, render 
death the king of terrors to all mankind. God is 
a kind and benevolent being, good unto all, and 
takes no pleasure in giving either pain of body, 
or distress of mind, to any of his creatures. He 
says, that ‘‘ He does not afilict willingly nor grieve 
the children of men.” Especially, must it be dis- 
agreeable to Him, in itself, to inflict upon his be- 
loved saints, the pains ofdeath, IfHe could, con- 
sistently, exempt them from this sore evil, He cer- 
tainly would do it. But, He sees it to be indispen- 
sably necessary, that they should die like others. 
‘* By one man sin entered into the world, and death 
by sin ; and so, death hath passeth upon all men, 
for that all have sinned.”? God has ‘ appointed 
unto all men once to die,”’ because all have sinned. 
It is fit and proper, that He should thus universally 
express his holy displeasure against sin. It is 
necessary that death should be made terrible to 
nature, that depraved men may be induced to pre- 
serye their own lives, and the lives of others.— 
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And since saints were, by nature, dead in tres- 
passes and sins, even as others, and continue to sin, 
more or less, while they remain in the body ; and 
since, being intermixed with others, they are some» 
times unknown to the world, though the Lord. al- 
ways knows them that are his; it would be im- 
proper to exempt them from the common death of 
allmen. Though, in itself, it might be desirable 
for God to translate his saints, that they should not 
taste of death; yet his wisdom and holiness forbid 
it. He inflicts death upon: his saints, not because 
_ He delights in giving them pain; but’ because He 
sees it to be indispensably necessary to make this 
severe expression of his holy hatred of sin. But, 
2. The death of his saints is precious in the 
sight of the Lord, in this sense, that He views it, 
all things considered, as a desirable and happy 
event. The distinction between things, in them- 
selves considered, and all things considered, is very 
obvious, and made every day. The application 
of medicine, is often very disagreeable in itself; 
but it is often desirable on the whole, as the means 
of restoring health and prolonging life. Joseph’s 
cescent into Egypt, was an evil and distressing 
event in itself; as such it was viewed by his aged 
father, who exclaimed, All these things are against 
me; but, all things considered, this was one of 
the most desirable and beneficial events, that ever 
took place. So, while the death of saints is evil 
and painful, in itself considered, it may be a most 
‘desirable and happy event, onthe whole. _ It is on’ 
account of the good consequences, which result 
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_ from the death of saints, that their death is ever 
precious in the sight of the Lord. Which leads 
me to inquire, : 
Tiurdly. Why the death of his saints is. pre- 
cious in the sight of the Lord ? ; 
_ And the general reason is, that the exceeding 
riches of his grace, is then glorified, in their final 
deliverance from all evil, and admission to the en- 
joyment of all good forever. ‘This general reason 
comprehends many particulars; a few only of 
which, time will permit me, at present, to enu- 
merate. 
1. The death of saints is precious in the sight 
of the Lord, because, then, they are finally deliver- 
ed from all the evils of this life. Sin has filled this 
world with sorrow. ‘‘ Man is born to trouble, as 
the sparks fly upward.”’. And, in the troubles and 
sorrows of life, saints share, in common with oth- 
ers. In this repect, ‘* one event happeneth to the 
righteous and the wicked.”’ Saints here, in com- 
mon with others, are exposed to labour and fa- 
tigue, to care and anxiety, to heat and cold, to 
poverty and want, to losses and disappointments, 
_to sickness and pain, to injustice and oppression. 
They are often. peculiarly exposed to . injurious 
treatment from evil men ; for ‘‘ the upright man is 
an abomination to the wicked,”’ and, ‘‘ all they, 
that will live godly in Christ Jesus, shall. suffer 
persecution.”’ But, from all these evils, saints at 
their death, are delivered. They rest from. their 
labours. They hunger no more; they thirst no 
more. They will never more experience a sense 
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of disappointment and loss. They have passed 
through their last sickness; they have felt their 
last pain ; they have heaved their last sigh; they 
have uttered their last groan. They are, ‘* where 
the wicked cease from troubling an and the weary 
are at rest.” 

2. The death of saints is precious in the sight. 
of the Lord, because, then, they are finally and 
fully delivered from sin. Though saints have all 
experienced a change of heart ; yet they are sanc- 
tified but in part, in the present life. Though He, 
who has, by his Spirit, begun a good work in their 
hearts, carries it on powerfully and progressively, 
and wiil keep them from apostacy and _perdition ; 
yet their train of holy exercises is often interrupt- 
ed by sinful ones, and their good works are inter- 
_ mixed with transgressions of the divine law.— 
Hence, in the figurative language of Scripture, they 
- are said to carry about with them @ body of death. 
This is their greatest burden. They, at times, 
hunger and thirst after righteousness, and leng for 
perfection in holiness. That they have so many, 
selfish, sinful affections, and serve God so incon- 
stantly, gives them more trouble and sorrow, than 
all the outward trials and «filictions, which they. 
ever endure. They often groan, bemg burdened: 
with sin; and cry, in the languige of the apostle, 
*: O wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death !”? From this warfare, 
there is no discharge, as long as they live. But, 
the moment breath leaves their bodies, sin leaves 
their souls. The work of the Holy Spirit is com: 


li 


pleted. Their spirits are made perfect in holiness. 
They see God, and are like Him. They arrive to 
the stature of perfect men in Christ Jesus. 

3. The death of saints is precious in the sight 
of the Lord, because, then, they are delivered, 
finally, from the punishment of sin. All the pains 
and sufferings, which they undergo in this life, are 
to be viewed as a punishment for sin; though by 
no means the whole of the punishment, which their 
sin deserves. ‘ Why should a living man com: 
plain; a man for the punishment of his sins.” 
This implies, that what men suffer in this life, is 
to be considered as a punishment for sin. As 
saints sin, more or less, as long as they live; so 
their justification, or pardon, is not completed, till 
they die. But, at the moment of death, as they 
become perfect in holiness; so, they are Justified 
freely by Divine Grace, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus, from all their sins. Though 
they will forever feel,in their hearts, that they de- 
serve to be punished with everlasting destruction ; 
yet they will forever hold the gracious pardon of 
God in their hands, and will forever have the ful- 
lest assurance, that they can never more come into 
condemnation. 

4. The death of saints is precious in the sight 
of the Lord, because, then, their pure and spotless 
spirits are received into the immediate presence of 
Christ, in the mansions of light and love. ‘“ This 
day, said Christ to the penitent malefactor ; this 
day, shalt thou be with me in Paradise.’ And, 
concerning every saint, He hath said, ‘* Where I 
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am, there shali also my servant be.’ In his Fa- 
ther’s house above, are many mansions, sufficient 
to contain all, who ever have been, or ever will be 
called, according to the eternal purpose of God; 
mansions, which Christ hath prepared, and to 
which He receives his people, as soon as they leave 
this world. Hence, Paul was confident, that saints, 7 
when absent from the body, are present with the 
Lord. They there see Him as He is, behold his 
radiant glory, feel the mild beams of his love, and. 
hold sweet communion with Him, ‘in’ whom, 
though now they see Him not, yet believing, they 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” 
Now they can say, as they never could before, each 
one, ‘‘ My beloved is mine, and I am his.”— 
While they are thus beatified, the Lord Jesus. 
sees of the travail of his soul, and is satisfied. And, 
if there is joy among the angels, at the repentance 
ofa sinner; what joy and praise must be excited, 
among angels and perfected spirits, by the safe ar- 
rival of a saint to glory! Tadd, 

5. The death of his saints is precious in the 
sight of the Lord, because they die, with the Di- 
vine assurance of a blessed resurrection to eternal 
life. Their dying ficshrests in hope. Though 
their bodies must moulder ‘in the grave ; yet they 
have the word of God, that they shall rise again, at 
the end of the world, and be fashioned like ‘untae 
Christ’s glorious body, spiritual, incorruptible and 
immortal. In their flesh they shall see God: As 
sure as Jesus died and rose again ; even so, them 
that sleep in Jesus, will God bring with Him, when 


13 


‘He shali come in the clouds, with his holy angels, 
to judge the world, and to be admired in all them 
that believe. And so shall they ever be with the 
Lord. 

- Thus precious, and for such reasons, in the 
sight of the !.ord, is the death of his saints. And 
thus precious in the sight of God, we trust, was the 
death of that aged disciple, whose body we have 
just committed to its kindred dust. It is needless, 
if there were time, on this occasion, to draw his 
character. His sobriety and industry, his integrity 
and uprightness, are known to you all. Many 
years ago, he hopefully experienced the renewing 
influence of the Holy Spirit. It is now, more than 
twenty years, since he owned Christ before men, 

and united with the visible people of God. Dur- 
ing all this period, I think I am authorized to say, 
his conversation has been, in a good degree, as 
becometh the gospel. He appeared to be a lover 
of the truth, and of good men, for the truth’s sake. 
His strict observance of the holy Sabbath and 
punctual attendance on divine worship, were ex- 
emplary, and administered constant reproof to the 
world around him. We have reason to think, 
that he was a real saint: and if so, precious in the 
sight of the Lord, was his death ; and precious, for 
the same reasons, should it be in our sight. We 
have cause to weep; but more to rejoice. At a 
time, and in a manner, appointed by God, and, 
therefore, the best time and best manner, he hath 
been released from all.his toils, and pains, and sor- 
rows, and sins, and conveyed to the presence of his 
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God and Saviour, and to an innumerable company 
of kindred souls. He loved the Sabbath ;- and, 
on the morning of that best of days, he entered in- 
to that everlasting rest, which remaineth to the 
people of God. He loved the house and worship 
of God; and, just at the hour of prayer, he ascend- 
ed to the temple above, to join innebler worship 
there, with the rept spirits around the throae. 

Let the aged, sorrowful Widow, dry up her 
tears. She cannot mourn as one who has no hope. 
She has, indeed, buried a kind husband, and a 
christian companion, with whom she had. long 
taken “ sweet counsel together, and walked to the 
house of God in company.” But, was not his 
death more precious than his life ?_ And can she 
wish him back to this sinful, sorrowful state ? 
Will she not waf, all the days of her appointed. 
time, till her change come ? And, will it not be 
her study, so to live, as that, if he was indeed, 
what he so clearly appeared to be; where he is, 
there she may, at last, be also. 

The surviving Children have reason not only to 
submit to the will of God, on this afflictive occa- 
sion; but to bless his name, both for the godly 
life and peaceful death of their honoured and be- 
loved Parent, to whose remains they have this day 
performed the last, sad office of filial duty and re- 
spect. How seldom do children enjoy the care; 
counsel and kindness of a father, so long? How — 
seldom are so many, of so numerous a family, 
spared to witness his burial. How few have had 
such a pattern set them by a parent? While. they 
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mourn their loss, may they feel their obligations te 
follow him, as he followed Christ; that the same 
— consoling hope, which we are permitted, through 
Divine Grace, to entertain of him, surviving friends 
may, at the appointed time, entertain of them. 

‘Tt is owing to the distinguishing goodness and 
sovereign mercy of God, that no less than two 
Brothers and two Sisters of this aged saint, survive, 
this day, to mourn their loss. The life and death 
of their departed Brother, teach and admonish them 
to set their houses and hearts in order, for the 
coming of their Lord ; that. when He shall come, 
as He will soon, and may suddenly, He may find 
them watching. 

It is a greater loss to bury a pious Grand Parent, 
than many, it is feared, apprehend. His prayers for 
his children’s children, are ended. His example 
before them, is finished. His warning voice is 
silent. But, ifhe could speak, would he not say, 
in the words of the wise man, Children, ‘‘ remem- 
ber now your Creator in the days of your youth.” 

The people of God, however few in number, 
and useful in their day and generation, are not suf-. 
fered to continue by reason of death. Another 
breach, Brethren, is made in this little flock of 
Christ. - While we pray Him, who, in sovereign 
goodness made it, in tender mercy to repair it ; let 
us feel the additional weight of duty devolved upon 
us; and double our diligence, our zeal, and our 
prayers. And, while we comfort one another with 
the words of inspiration, respecting the precious 
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death of the saints; let us realize the importance. 
of being ever ‘followers of them, ion through 
faith and patience, inherit the promises.” 

“Mark the perfect man, and behold ne up- 
right; for the end of that man is peace.”’ Live 
the life of the righteous, my hearers; and then 
you will die the death of the righteous ; and your 
last end will be like his. 
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PUNBRAL SERMON. 


HEBREWS, xX. 314. 
it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 


Thcusands have found it to be so; and thou- 
sands, who now give themselves no concern about 
it, there is reason to fear, will find it to beso by 
woful experience. : 

But what is it, to fall into the hands of the liv- 
ing God ? And why is thisa fearful thing ? 

A brief answer to each of these questions, with 
a few reflections, will be attempted in the ensuing 
discourse. 

I, What is it to fall into the hands of the living 
God ? 

The phrase is to be understood figuratively. 
Taken literally, it would convey the idea, that 
some of mankind are, fora time at least, out of 
the hands of God. But this is not true. What 
God said to the Israelites, in the time of the pro- 
phet is always true of all mankind: ‘“‘ As the clay 
isin the potter’s hand, so are ye in my_ hand.” 
From God men derive their very being. He 
made and preserves them for himself, to accom- 
plish the purposes of his wisdom and goodness. 
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In his hand is the breath of every living thing. In 
Him men live and move, and have their being. 
Their temporal interest is in his hand. He fixes 
the bounds of their habitations. He wounds and 
heals them, afflicts and prospers them. He de- 
stroys their hopes, and turns them to destruction, 
and none can deliver out of his hand. The hearts 
of men are in the hand of the Lord. They are 
not sufficient of themselves, to think any thing as 
of themselves; but their sufficiency is of God. 
He turns their hearts, moves their wills, forms 
their characters, and ‘‘has mercy on whom He. 
will have mercy, and hardens whom he will.” 
But if to fall into th- hands of God, is not to be- 
come dependant upon Him and subject to his sove- 
reren will; then we may conclude, it is to be- 
come the subjects of his wrath and punishing jus- 
tice. And this is evidently what the apostle 
meant by the expression in. the text. He was 
warning the Hebrews against rejecting and dis- 
obeying Christ, under the light and advantages 
which they enjoyed. ‘“Ifwe sin wilfully, after 
that we have received the knowledge of the truth, 
there remaineth no more sacrifice for sin, but a 
certain fearful looking for of judgment and_ fiery 
indignation which shalldevour the adversaries. He 
that despised Moses’ law, died without mercy, un- 
der two or three witnesses; of how much more 
punishment suppose ye,shall he bethought worthy, 
who hath trodden under foot the Son of God and 
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hath counted the blood of the covenant wherewith 
he was sanctified an unholysthing, and hath done 
despite unto the spirit of grace; For we know 
Him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto. me, 
I will recompense saith the Lord. And again, 
the Lord shall judge his people. Jt is a fearful 
thing to fail into the hands of the living God.” 
The apostle plainly has reference to the future 
state and to the condition of such as hereafter be- 
come the subjects of the punishing justice of God. - 
To fall into the hands of the Living God, is to leave 
the world in a state of impenitence and unbelief, 
without holiness, without pardon, without any 
good hope ef mercy, and to sink down into the 
abyss of despair and torment, under the wrath 
and curse of Almighty God. : 

We may add, that fadling into the hands of the 
living God, is the reverse of restgning one’s self 
into hishands. The friends of God feel submis- 
sive to his wi: They freely commit themselves 
into his hands, to do with them as He shall see fit; 
like David on a trying occasion, they voluntarily 
fall into his hands. But those, who fall into. the 
hands of the Lord in the sense of our text, are un- 
reconciled to God ; their carnal minds are enmity 
against Him; they, would get out of his hands 
if they possibly could. Instead of surrendering 
themselves to God, they are crushed by the strong 
arm of his power. 

Thus we see what it is to fall into the hands of 
the living God. We are, 
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I. To inquire why this is a fearful thing ? 

The reasons are many: we have time to men- 
tion bit a few of them. And 

1. To fall into the hands of the living God i is 

to be in a state of complete despair. While there 
is life there is hope, both as it respects this world 
and the world to come. Every one, who has not 
sinned the sin unto death, enjoys a day of grace, as 
long as he lives. But, at the moment of death, 
the door of mercy is shut against the impenitent, 
forever. They will never, agai, hear the invita- 
tions of the Gospel; they will never again receive 
an offer of pardon; they will never, again be warn- 
to flee from the wrath tocome. They will know 
that their state is fixed forever. They will hear 
their inflexible Sovereign say, ‘He that is unjust, 
Jet him be unjust still ; and, he that is filthy let him 
be filthy still.’ They will see the ‘great gulph” 
which yawns between them and the Blessed, and 
renders it impossible to pass from the one to the 
other. They will know, for certainty that noth- 
4ng remains for them but ‘‘a fearful looking for of 
judgment and fiery indignation which shall de- 
vour the adversaries” of God. 

2. Itis a fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God, because, to them, who are in this 
wretched condition, the Divine Presence is very 
dreadful. ‘They are ever inthe immediate Pres- 
ence of God. They are constrained to see Him 
as He is, in all the majesty of his Power, in all the 
sovereignty of his will, in all the glory of his 
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Grace, and in all the terrour of his Justice. In 
his countenance they behold no expression of 
complacency and mercy towards themselves ;_ but 
‘‘indignation and wrath” And, while they thus 
behold Him, their hearts rise against him, in im- 
potent enmity and malice. His Presence will ‘or- 
ever be to them like ‘‘a consuming fire.” 

3. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God,because,upon those who fall in his hands 

God will “show his wrath and make his power 
known.” Here, He endured them, with much long 
suffering; but there, ‘‘ He that formed them, will 
show them no favour.” | He will give them accord- 
ing to their deeds, and according to the wicked- 
ness of their endeavours. He remembers all their 
sins, and will render to them exactly according to 
their deeds. He will inflict upon them as great a 
degree of pain, as their multiplied and aggravated 
sins deserves. It is an evil and bitter thing to sin 
against God: and who knows the power of his an- 
ger, when He undertakes to reward evil doers, and 
to take vengeance on his enemies ? 

4. It is a fearful thing to fall into the baias of | 
the living God, because the punishment of those 
who fall into his hands, wil/ never have aniend. It 
is not a disciplinary, but a vindictive punishment. 
It isdesigned, not to show the mercy, but the wrath 
of God; not to reform the victims of it, but to 
vindicate the Divine Law, Character and Govern- 
ment; not to promote the good of the punished, 
but the glory of God, and the good of the universe. 
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They, who die in their sins, shall never see life ; 
but the wrath of God abideth on them forever.— 
They will not be annihilated, but “ punished with 
everlasting destruction from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power.” The 
presence and power of God will be the source or 
cause of their endless torture. 

I only add, 

5. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God, because, they, who are in this 
dreadful condition, have nothing to support them 
under their intolerable and never-ending torment. 
Their own consciences condemi them. They feel 
a cutting conviction of the perfect justice of their 
punishment. Their mouths are stopped. They 
are conscious, that it is their own fault, that they 
have fallen into the hands of an avenging God.— 
There is no creature in the universe, to take their 
part. From their companions in guilt and misery, 
they receive only criminations and curses. Angels 
and saints justify God ia their condign punishment, 
and say, ‘‘ True and righteous are his judgments,” 
while “ the smoke of their torment ascendeth up 
for ever and ever.” Their hearts sink and die 
within them. Ezekiel, xxii. 14. “Can thine 
heart endure, or can thine hands be strong, in the 
days that I shall deal with thee? I, the Lord, have 
spoken it, and will do it.” 


% 
REFLECTIONS. 


‘1. What multitudes are liable to fall into the 
hands of the living God! All are liable to this, 
who are not interested in Christ. He is the only 
strong hold, in which sinners can find security, the 
only city of refuge, to which they ean flee. None 
can be saved from wrath, but through Christ. He 
only is the way, the truth, and the life. But, He 
is the author of eternal salvation to those only, wha 
obey Him. None can obtain remission of sins, 
through his atoning blood, but the penitent. “‘ Ex- 
cept men repent, they must perish.”” None but 
believers are justified through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus. ‘He that believeth not the 
Son, shall not see life ; but the wrath of God abid- 
eth on him.”? Not only those, who despise and 
spurn the salvation of Christ, but even those, who 
neglect it, are exposed to destruction. ‘‘ How 
shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation.” 
The unholy, of every description, are liable to fall 
into the hands of God. ‘* Without holiness, no 
man shall see the Lord” in peace. The greater 
part of the living are as liable to fall into the hands 
of a punishing God, as they are to die. 

2. The stupidity of sinners, under the light of 
the Gospel, is amazing. Their danger is plainly 
set before them. They are told, and they gener- 
ally believe, that the wages of sin, is death. They 
read, that the wrath of God is revealed from heaven, 
against all the unrighteousness and ungodliness of 
men. ‘They are informed, that the paths, which 
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they are pursuing, lead to destruction and misery. 
_ They know, that nothing is more uncertain than 
life ; nothing more certain than death. They are | 
warned, from day to day, both by the word and 
providence of God, to flee from the wrath to come. 
But, nothing moves them. They are unconcerned. 
All their anxiety is about the world and the things 
that are inthe world. They say, ‘Fo-morrow shall 
be as this day, and much more abundant. Their 
inward thought is, that their houses shall centinue 
forever. They say, each one, to his soul, Take 
thine ease; eat, drink, and be merry. If their 
houses were on fire, they would flee : if they were 
drowning, they would cry for help: if they were 
under sentence of death, and near the hour of exes 
cution, they would tremble. But, while their souls 
are suspended by the brittle thread of life, over the 
bottomless pit, they laugh, they jest, they set their 
mouths against the heavens. What can be more 
amazing, thin such stupidity ; except the patience 
of God, which, so long, bears with it! 

3. Time is precious. Time ends with this life. 
Ail beyond is vast eternity. But, while life lasts, 
men enjoy a day of grace. ‘They are in the con- 
dition of criminals, condemned, but reprieved.— 
Nay, more, a pardon is offered them, if they will 
accept it, and cease torebel. Instead of being with 
the spirits in prison, reserved in everlasting chains, 
under darkness, unto the judgment of the great 
day, as they deserve, sinners, here, have a space 
for repentance, and receive offers of mercy, through 
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the mediation of the Lord Jesus Christ, who died 
for them, the Just for the unjust. If, in this life, 
they turn, they shall Jive: if they repent, they will 
be forgiven: if they beheve, they shall be saved. 
God waits to be gracious, as long as they live. He 
gives them a fair opportunity to make their escape 
out of the hands of his justice. How precious, 
then, is time ! 


“ Life is the hour, that God has givea, 


To ‘scape from hell, and fly to heaven.” 


How diligently ought time to be improved. It 
is short, and swift’; and, when gone, can never be 
recalled. Is rot madness in the hearts of those, 
who waste it, in idleness, in pleasure, in amuse- 
ments, in foily and vice, in the eager and sinful 
pursuit of wealth, or fame, or power, in any thing, 
rather than a serious and diligent attention to the 
one thing needful! ‘‘O that they were wise, that 
they understood this, that they wouid consider their 
latter end!” 

_ 4. Between the death of a saint and that of a 
sinner, there is an awful difference. | As it respects 
the body and the concerns of time, it is much the 
same inall. The “‘ pains, the groans, the dying 
strife,” are experienced alike, by the righteous and 
the wicked. The body of the saint, as well as of the 
sinner, turns to dust; his connexion with earthiy 
things is dissolved ; and all his wordly cares and 
labours, joys and sorrows, hopes and fears, and 
plans and pursuits, cease forever. In these re- 
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spects, one event happeneth to the righteous and 
to the’wicked. But, O, the never-dying soul! 
This survives the dissolution of the body, and en- 
ters upon an unalterable state. The soul of the 
sinner is driven away in his wickedness; but the 
soul of the saint is carried by the angels to Abra- 
ham’s bosom. The one falls fearfully into the hands 
of an angry God: the other is received into the 
arms of a compassionate Saviour. 


“¢ And, the wide difference that remains, 


Is endless joys, or endless pains.?? 


Well might David pray, Draw me not away 
with the wicked. And weil might Balaam ‘ex- 
claim, Let me die the death of the righteous, and 
let my last end be like his! : 

The occasion is solemn. The admonition of 
Providence is loud. To impress it upon the 
minds of the living, and not to sitin judgment 
upon the dead, you will perceive has been the ob- 
ject of the preceding observations and reflections. 
Stupid as sinners naturally are, they cannot always 
look the king of terrors in the face, without dis- 
‘may. Ifnever awakened before, they are often 
awakened at the dismal prospect of a ‘slow 
sudden death.”’ This was certainly the case with the 
deceased, who with all her attractive qualities, had 
postponed the care of the soul, to a sick bed, and 
a dying hour. In thus doing, she confessed her 
sin and lamented her folly. She possessed an 
uncommon share of understanding, had read con- 
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siderable, and was very constant in her attendance 
at the house of God. She understood the leading 
doctrines of the Gospel, and ever declared her full 
belief of their truth. arly in her last sickness, 
she was awakened to serious concern for her soul, 
and in the latter part of it, her conviction became 
pungent and powerful. Her distress of body was 
great ; but her distress of mind was greater. She 
saw, that she had done nothing but sin against a 
Holy God, all her life ; and that He would be per- 
fectly just in casting her off forever. She knew 
the ability and willingness of Christ to save; and 
confessed, that nothing but her 4ard Acart prevent- 
ed her coming to him and having life. After re- 
maining in this situation for weeks, she at length 
seemed more calm, theugh she still said she had 
no hope. In answer to questions, she said, that 
the justice of God appeared amiable to her; and 
that she felt as if she should approve of God’s 
dealings with her, and love him though He should 
show her no favour. At a subsequent interview, 
she expressed a love to the word and worship of 


God, and an affection for his people. It was not. 


however until a few days before she left this world, 
that she ventured to hopein Christ; and even then 
for some time, her hope but faintly glimmered. 
amidst the darkness of doubts and fears. But, 
during the last day of her life, God was gracious- 
ly pleased to answer the prayers of his people for 
her, and, by the light of his countenance, to dispel 
the darkness which clouded her mind. She expres- 
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sed. peace and joy and hope in believing in the 
blessed Saviour. Her bodily distress was much re- 
lieved, and she was enabled to speak to her weep- 
ing Friends, and affectionately to give them her 
parting counsel. She retained her reason to the 
last, expressed a willingness and even desire to die 
and calmly expired, full of hope, that, when ab- 
sent from the body, she should be present with 
the Lord. It becomes the afflicted relatives on this 
trying occasion, to adopt the sentiment of God’s 
ancient servant, ‘“‘I was dumb, I opened not my 
mouth because thou didst it.”’ In proportion to 
the hope they have. that the deceased object of 
their esteem and affection, has made a happy 
exchange of worlds, their sorrow will be allevia- 
ted. But, even if they mourned without hope, 
they ought not to mourn without submission to 
the will of God, who has a right to do what He 
will with his own 

May the surviving, solitary Parent, view the 
hand and heart of God, in this sore bereavement, 
and feel disposed to bless him, as weil when He 
takes away, as when he gives. Well may he 
say ‘“‘ Lover and friend hast thou put far from 
me, and mine acquaintance into darkness.’”? As 
earthly friends are removed, one after another, 
may he experience that peace which arises from 
an acquaintance with God, and the friendship of 
the blessed Saviour. His departed child cannot 
return to him ; but he must soon gotoher. May 
he feel the importance of setting his house and 
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soul in order, to follow his departed friends inte 
the world of spirits and to the bar of God. 

The surviving Brothers and Sister experience a 
grievous affliction. ‘The Lord teach them to profit 
under it. His Providence reads them a solemn 
lesson, on the most important of all subjects, the 
certainty of death, and the necessity of making 
speedy preparation for it. They will certainly stand 
in the same need, one day, of a good hope in 
Christ, as their dear sister did. But they may 
not have the same sense of their need of it, and 
the same opportunity to seek it, that she had; 
should they presumptuously postpone the great 
concern to an uncertain future. May they sol-— 
emnly consider, that ‘now is the accepted time ; 
now is the day of salvation.” If they feel submis- 
sive to God, under this trying dispensation, as ‘I 
hope some of them do, and, with a filial spirit, 
will turn at God’s rebuke, pour out of their hearts 
before Him, and devote themselves to Him ; they 
will have abundant reason to say, each one, ‘It 
is good for me that I have been affieted.”’ 

Let all the mourning relatives and friends, lay 
to heart this chastening of the Lord; humble 
themselves under it before God; and be excited 
by it, to do whatever their hands find to do, for 
themselves or others, for time or eternity, with 
their might ; since there is no work, nor device, 
nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave, whither 
they are going. 

I close with a word to the Youth present. . The 
wise man has said, ‘‘ Childhood and youth are vani- 
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ty.”’ You daily see his words verified. None are. 
too young, or too sprightly, or too healthy, or too 
amiable, or too much esteemed and beloved, to die. 
Beauty must wither ; active limbs must moulder 
in the ground ; the spirit must ascend to Him who 
made it, to give account for all the deeds done in 
the body. And you know not when the time is. 
It may be near. Yesterday, the cold grave receiv- 
ed a blooming youth of sixteen.* To day, this 
your companion, is to be consigned to the Jand 
of silence and of darkness. Already the clods of 
the valley are raised, to cover a beloved child, 
which came forth as a flower, and is cut down.+ 
«« What is your life? It is even a vapour, that ap- 
peareth for a little time ; and then vanisheth away.” 
Boast not yourselves of to-morrow ; for you know 
not what a day may bring forth. Seek the Lord, 
while He may be found; call upon Him, while He 
isnear. Remember now your Creator in the days 
of your youth. The Eternal Wisdom hath said, 
“They that seek me early, shall find me.”? Gra- 
cious declaration! Precious promise! O, be 
exhorted to seek the Saviour early ; lest it should 
be too late. And, until you have done it, in sin- 
eerity and truth, let this sound ring in your ears 
continually, “Ir 1s a FEAKFUL THING TO FALL 


INTO THE HANDS OF THE BEivinc Gop.” 
AMEN. ' 


*Miss Mary Anne Williams, who died of a fever, after a few days: 
ness. 
‘Lucinda Fowler, youngest child of Mrs. Earl, aged 20 months. 
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DEATH OF THREE OF HIS CHILDREN, viz. 


SUSAN, who died January 18th, 1821, aged 25 years; 
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ELISHA MAY, who died February 7th, 1821, aged 11 years. 
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FUNERAL SERMON. 


GENESIS xliii. 14. 
————— If] be bereaved of my children, I am bereaved. 


These were the words of Israel, when about to 
send his beloved son Benjamin down to Egypt. Jo- 
seph, his darling child, he supposed to be dead. 
Simeon, another of his sons, was confined in Egypt, 
as a hostage. And he greatly feared, that neither 
Simeon nor Benjamin, would eyer return. His pa- 
rental heart was deeply affected ;. the prospect before 
him appeared dark ; in imagination, he had buried 
three of his children ; and he felt as if the unexpect- 
ed and heavy affliction. would bring down his grey 
hairs with sorrow to the grave. 

His words, on the trying occasion, are very natur- 
al and expressive: ‘‘If I be bereaved of my chil- 
dren. I am bereaved.’’ To have his beloved chil- 
dren prematurely taken from him, he felt to be a 
very sore and painful bereavement. {n comparison 
with this, other josses seemed scarcely to deserve the 
name Whatever else might be taken from +him, if 
his children hud been spared, he would hardly -have 
thought himself bereaved at all. But, to be depriv- 
ed of his children, this was a loss indeed. | ‘* Ii I be 
bereaved of my children, {am bereaved.” The feel- 
ings of the sorrowful, desponding patriarch, suggest- 
ed to him, what is-universally true: that the death 
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of children, is one of the heaviest bereavements, that 
mankind ever experience. 

Little need be said, to prove the truth of this ob- 
servation. It has the assent of every wounded, pa- 
rental heart. But, while it would be useless to at- 
tempt the proof of a proposition so nearly self evi- 
dent ; it may be proper and profitable, to give a brief 
illustration of it. This, with a few reflections and a 
word of exhortation, will occupy the remainder of 
the discourse. 

There are, more especially, three respects, in which 
the death of children is one of the heaviest of be- 
reavements. It is one of the most painful crosses, 
which mankind ever have to bear: It is one of the 
greatest losses, ever sustained in this world: And, it 
is one of the most grievous disappointments, which 
mankind ever experience. 

1. The death of children, is one of the most pain- 
Jul crosses, which mankind ever have to bear. ‘The 
affection of parents for their children, is one of the 
tenderest, and, at the same time, one of the strongest 
of the natural affections. It commences with their 
birth, ‘grows with their growth, and strengthens 
with their strength.’ Natural affection, like a fluid, 
' descends much more readily than it ascends. The 
affection of parents for their children, is more ardent 
and more durable, than the affection of children for 
their parents. Hence, the death of children is a 
more painful affliction, than the death of a parent. 
The constant attention, which children require in the 
helpless season of infancy ; and the watchfel care, 
which they need, in the giddy season of childhood, 
tend greatly to increase and strengthen the natural 
affection of their parents lor them. Whatever much 
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- occupies the thoughts and deeply engages the atten- 
tion, naturally excites and engrosses the affections. 
Parents must have trodden the devious paths of vice 
and crime, until every tender sensibility of the soul 
is dead within them, and until, in the expressive lan- 
guage of the apostle, they have become ‘‘as natural 
brute beasts,” before they can cease to feel the same 
affection for their children, as for their own flesh. 

Children being thus bound to their parents, by a 
thousand ligaments, whatever causes them distress, 
darts pain to the parental heart. To see our child- 
ren suffer, without the power to relieve them, causes 
anguish inexpressible. And, when they sicken and 
die, the hearts of their parents bleed at every pore. 
The death of children is one of the heaviest bereave- 
ments, as it is one of the most wounding and cross- 
ing to the natural “ffectians. 

2. The death of children is one of the greatest 
lusses ever sustained in this world. Parents are prone 
to consider their children as their property. And, 
there 1s nothing which they possess, upon which they 
set so high a value. ‘There is nothing, which they 
call their own, with which they are so unwilling to 
part, as with their children. To keep or to redeem 
their children, they do not hesitate to give up houses 
and lands ; yea, all that they possess. Indeed, nu- 
merous instances are recorded, in which parents have 
been willing to sacrifice their own lives, to preserve 
the lives of their children. David affords a striking 
imstance on sacred record. He expressed an ardent 
wish, that he hid been permitted to die in the stead 
of his ungrateful, but beautiful son, Absalom. ‘ And 
the king said unto Cushi, is the young man Absa- 
lom safe ? And Cushi answered, the enemies of my 
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lord the king, and all that rise against thee to do 
thee hurt, be as that young man now is. And the 
king was much moved, and went up to the chamber 
over the gate, and wept; and as he went, thus he 
said, O my son Absalom! my son, my son Absa- 
lom! Would to God I had died for thee, O. Absa- 
iom, my son, my son!” II. Sam. xviii. 32, 33. 

Since parents thus regard their children as their 
property, and set such a high value upon them ; 
when they are taken from them by death, they. feel 
a most painful sense of the loss they have sustained. 
To be stripped of all their worldly substance, how- 
ever great, zppears a trifling loss, compared with the 
loss of one’s children. ‘This was experienced by 
God’s antient servant Job. ‘Though astonished, no 
doubt, and disheartened at the tidings of the first, 
second and third messengers, who informed him of 
the sudden loss of his flocks, his herds and his ser- 
vants, of all his great possessions ; yet, it seems, his 
spirit sustained him. But when the fourth messen- 
ger related the circumstances of the instantaneous 
and awful death of all his children, though still sub- 
missive, he rent his mantle, and fell down upon the 
ground. ‘This crowned the climax of his afflictions. 

In the death of their children, parents sustain a 
loss, which .no earthly treasure can repair ; one of the 
greatest losses ever sustained in this world; which 
renders this one of the heaviest bereavements, which 
> ever experience. 

. The death of children occasions one of the 
most grevous disappoinimen's, with which men ever 
meet. As parents set their hearts, so they place their 
hopes upon their children, Parents, generally, cher- 
ish the fond hope, that their children will live to bear 
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their names, to inherit their substance, to sustain and 
comfort them in the decline of life, to fill their places 
on the stage of action, and to become respectable in 
the worid. And, when these hopes are realized, 
parents feel themselves amply rewarded for ali the 
care and labour and expense which they ‘have be- 
stowed upon their children. But, allthese airy hopes 
are dashed by death. When, instead of being fol- 
lowed by their weeping children. they are called to 
follow them sorrowing to the grave, and know, for 
certainty, that they shall not see their feces again, till 
the heavens be no more, they can realize more.sen- 
sibly than on almost any other occasion, the solemn 
import of these words of the deeply afflicted Job, in 
his address to God: “ Thou destroyest the hope of 
man.”’ 

As the death of children occasions one of the most 
grievous disappointments, which mankind ever cx- 
perience ; soit is one of the heaviest bereavements 
which they ever sustain. 


REFLECTICNS. 

1. This world is called, ‘with propriety, ‘a vale 
of tears.” As the loss of children is one of the 
heaviest bereavements, so it is one of the most fre- 
quent. This is, indeed, a bereavement, trom which 
but few parents, comparatively, are exempt. It is 
a rare thing, to find a family, of any considerable 
magnitude, in which a breach has not been made. 
Not many parents, who have h:d any considerable 
number of children, have hid the happiness to see 
them allarrive to maturity. ‘‘ Man that is born of 
a woman, is of few days, and full of trouble. -He 
cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down: he 
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‘deeth also as a shadow, and continueth not.” What 
multitudes die in infancy and childhood! It is 
thought, that not more than half the human race sur- 
vive the age of twelve years. As thousands, every 
day, come forth to life, like vernal flowers, so thou- 
sands, every day, are struck by the wintry blast of 
death. The mortality amongst children and youth, 
is vastly greater than amongst those who have passed 
the meridian of life. This causes one of the sorest 
kinds of bereavement, to be, by far, one of the most 
frequent. In every place, as wellas in Rama, is ‘ there 
a voice continually heard, lamentation, and weeping, 
and great mourning, for children that are not.” 
This world resembies Egypt, on that doleful night, 
when all the first born were smitten, and there was 
not a house exempt from death, from bereavement and 
sorrow. ‘Thus God is constantly admonishing men 
of their mortality, and teaching the youngest, as well 
as the oldest, to live as dying creatures. : 

2. Those parents, whose children are all spared 
to them, have peculiar reason to be thankful. They 
enjoy a peculiar favour, which ought to be devoutly 
acknowledged. It is owing to the sovereign good- 
ness of God, for which they can assign no reason, 
that their children are in health, while those of other 
parents, not more ill-deserving than they, languish 
on beds of sickness and distress; that their children 
live, while those of others are taken from them iu the 
bloom of life.» In proportion to the greatness and. 
frequency of the affliction from which they are ex- 
empted, is the magnitude and strength of their obli- 
gation to be thankful, and to bless and serve the 
Lord, of whose tender mercy it is, that they and 
their dear offspring are net consumed. 
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3. The death of children is one of the greatest ‘and 
inost effectual trials, through which men ever pass, 
in this probationary state. All afflictions are trials. 
As’ they’ déeply affect the minds and impress the 
hearts of tien, so they have great influence, both in 
forming’and: exhibiting their characters. Affictions 
give men occasion to exercise either their best, or 
their worst affections; to exhibit their character, €1- 
thér inthe most'amiable, or the mest odious light. 

«¢ Affiction cometh not forth of the dust; neither 
doth trouble spring out of the ground.” It is God, 
who wounds and heals; who kills and makes alive. 
Aad; when he afflicts the children of men, ‘he per- 
fSrmeth’ the thing‘appointed for them’? The hand 
and ‘counsel of God are concerned in every affliction. 
This the afflicted may believe, or disbelieve ; and so 
récéive or reject the word of God. If they believe 
that their affliction comes from God; they have op- 
portunity for the direct and sensible exercise of ei- 
ther’submission or opposition, love or hatred. It is 
a'divine command, ‘In’ the day of adversity, con- 
sider.” ‘The afflicted may obey this command, or 
remain’ stupid and thoughtless. It is.a divine com- 
mand, *‘ Submit yourselves to God.” The afflicted. 
muy obey’ this command, or their hearts may rise in 
enmity‘ against him, who has laid his hand heavily’ 
up6n them. Itis‘a divine direction, “Is any afilict-’ 
edj let him pray.” ‘The afflicted may follow this 
direction, or cast off fear and restrain prayer before 
God. Men are required, “In every” thing, to give. 
thanks.” The afflicted’may obey this requirement, 
ory instéad*of thanking God for the mercies they have 
leit, may murmur’ agdinst God for taking some 
away. 


to 
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As all afflictions are trials, it is evident, that the 
greatest afflictions must ever be the greatest and 
most effectual trials. Mankind can hardly be tried 
more thoroughly, than they are, when burying their 
beloved children. This is a fiery trial, which will 
either bow them, in humble submission, at the feet 
of divine sovereignty, or greatly harden their hearts 
and increase their enmity, against God. But few per- : 
sons are in a more interesting and critical situation, — 
than those who are following the remains of their 
dear deceased children, to. the house appointed for, 
all living. 

4, Parents may receive greater spiritual benefit 
from the loss of their children, than from almost any 
other affliction. Afflictions are designed, not only 
to try men, but also to correct and chastize them. 
In every affliction, there is an expression of the holy 
displeasure of God against sin. God has promised 
to correct the disobedience of his people, with the 
rod of affliction. Hence David said, ‘‘ 1 know that 
in faithfulness thou hast afflicted me.” God always 
corrects his spiritual children for their good. And 
correction always has this desirable effect upon them. 
They humble themselves under his mighty hand. 
They turn at his rebukes. _The more severely he 
corrects them, the more they love him, the-more sor- 
ry they are for their sins against him, and the more 
entirely they devote themselves to him. Since, 
therefore, the death of children, is one of the heaviest 
bereavements and severest corrections, with which, 
God ever visits pious parents; there is scarcely any 
other, which more effectually and thoroughly hum. 
bles, reforms and. sanctifies them. 
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The ungodly, it is true, are not so. Continuing 
as they are, they will sustain incalculable injury from 
all the afflictions and all the mercies, with which they 
are visited. But, if they will cease to strive with 
their Maker, and will humble themselves in their 
afflictions ; they too shall have equal cause to say, 
with God’s antient servant, “It is good for me that 
have been afflicted ; that I might learn thy statutes. 
Before I was afflicted I went ath: ; but now have 
I me thy word.” 

5. It greatly concerns all parents to acquaint them- 
selves with God, and to believe and obey the gospel 
of Christ. Without this, they are unqualified to do 
their duty to their children, while they live. How 
can they, by precept and example. lead their charge 
in the way they should go, while they refuse to walk 
in it themselves ? Can they be expected to teach 
their children what they either disbelieve themselves, 
or do not love ? Will they endeavour to bring their 
children te Christ, when they will not come unto 
him themselves, that they may have life ? Will they 
pray for their children, when they have no heart to 
pray for themselves ? 

But, thei children are mortal. They are liable, 
every day, to be bereaved of them. And this, should 
they experience it, will be a sore bereavement. It 
will pierce and try their hearts. How will they sup- 
port the affliction, without a heart reconciled to God ? 
{t must be dreadful for irreligious parents, not en- 
tirely hardened through the “deceitfulness of sin, to 
part with their children, fer whose everlasting wel- 
fare they have done nothing, and much worse than 
nothing ; and who feel no submission to the will af 
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God in their death. But, if the parting with them 
be dreadful, what will the ehecting with them be, at 
the bar of Christ ! 

6. Parents, when bereaved of their childten, need 
the sympathy, condolence, and prayers of their 
fr iends and acquaintance. Their bereavement is 
heavy. Well may they exclaim, each one, in the 
bitterness. of his soul, ‘‘ Have pity upon me, have 
pity upon me, O ye my friends; for the hand of 
God hath troubled me.” Ii it be ever our duty to 
weep with them that weep, it is peculiarly our duty 
to sympathize with those parents, who are mourning 
for their beloved children, consigned to an untimely 
grave. 

When Israel spake the words of our text, he ap- 
prehended the loss of three of his children; they 
were, however, all alive. But the mourning parents, 
on this affecting occasion, have actually sustained 
the loss of three promising Children, in less than the 
space of three weeks. Two amiable daughters have 
already been committed to dust. ‘This day, their lit. 
tle son is to be laid by their side. Their bereave- 
ment is real; and it is heavy. May He, who hath 
wounded their hearts, heal them with the consola- 
tions of his Spirit. They haye now a peculiar op- 
portunity to exercise and express unconditional sub- 
mission to the will ofGod., They have witnessed a 
striking and awful display of his sovereignty. One 
has been taken and another left, without any dis- 
cernibie order. God sees wise and good reasons for 
all he has done under this roof. May this consid. 
eration satisfy them. ‘I was dumb, said David, I 
opened not my mouth, because thou didst it.” May 
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they. beenabled .to imitate the faith of Abraham, 
who withheld not his only son from God; the: trust 
and confidence of the Shunamitess, who, «when'her 
only child lay,a corpse .in her house, said, * It.ds 
well; and the submission .of Job, who, when -be- 
reft of all his seyen children with.a stroke, exclaim- 
ed, ‘‘ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord.” 

The surviving brothers and sisters must-look up- 
on themselves as monuments of sparing mercy. “The 
Lord teach them to profit by the scene of affliction 
through which they have passed. God-hath spoken 
once; yea, twice; yea, thrice! And, will they, net 
regard it! May they turn unto Him, who hath smit- 
ten them, give Him their hearts, and seek Him early, 
that they may find Him and enjoy Him for ever. 

May this numerous and respected circle of mourn- 
ing relatives and friends, find it good to have come 
hither. May they all lay to heart what God hath 
wrought, in this afflicted family; and feel the im- 
portance of setting their own houses in order for sick- 
ness and death; and their souls for judgment and 
eternity. 

Let those present, who are parents, prepare to part 
with their children. This isa dying world. Parents 
must expect, that, if they should not be deprived of 
the residue of their own years, to follow some of 
their children, to the grave. Let them muke due 
preparation for such a trying day. Let them devote 
their children to Him, from whom they received 
them. Let them teach and admonish them, converse 
with them, and live before them, and pray for them, 
as they have reason to think they will see it right and 
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weedful to have done, when called to bid them a 
final adieu. 

And let ehildren prepare to leave their parents. If 
they still have parents, they cannot long enjoy their 
protection, counsel and care. Let them obey their 
parents in the Lord, while continued with them. 
They expect their parents will go before them inte 
eternity. It msy be so. But, the probability is, 
that some of them will go before their parents. Child- 
hood and youth are vanity. None are too young te 
die. O, let none boast themselves of to-morrow. 
“Behold, now is the accepted time: Behoid, now is. 
the day of salvation.” 


AMEN. 
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FUNERAL SERMON. 


HEBREWS XII. 5. 


Despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou 
_ art rebuked of him. 


Man is born to trouble as the sparks fly upwards. 
But affliction cometh not forth of the dust, neither 
doth trouble spring out of the ground. God gov- 
erns the world and orders all events that take 
place, both good and evil, joyous and grievous. 
His hand and counsel, his agency and will, are con- 
cerned in every affliction, with which the children 
of men are visited. There is not evil ina city, and 
the Lord hath not done it. God himself says, I 
wound and heal; [kill and make alive. Good men, 
in all ages, have acknowledged the agency and pur- 
pose of God in their affliction, Thou didst it, said 
David to God, in his affliction. Job said, He per- 
formeth the thing that is appointed for me. Behold, He 
taketh away—The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away. God exercises his absolute sovereign- 
iy in afflicting and bereaving mankind. Though 
He always has good reasons, in his own mind, for 
afflicting one and prospering another; yet He gen- 
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erally.conceals those reasons, for the present, in 
his own breast. Whether, by any particular in- 
stance of affliction, He intends to benefit the afflict- 
ed, or others; whether, by any particular instance 
of bereavement, He intends to promote the good of 
the dead, er the living; we cannot tell. But, 
though we cannot ascertain the. final cause, or the 
good end to be ultimately answered by any afflic- 
‘tion; yet we may ascertain the procuring cause of 
all the afflictions, which mankind endure. Our 
sins are always the procuring cause of all our afflic- 
tions, If men were not sinful creatures, they 
would never experience either pain or sickness, or 
sorrow, or death. Mankind have incurred the 
righteous displeasure of their Creator, by their 
sins., , Hence, God displays his holy hatred of sin, 
and anger against sinners, in every affliction, with 
which He visits any of our race. Though the af. 
flictions of this life, are not to be considered as the 
proper and adequate punishment of sin; yet they 
should be considered as expressions of God’s dis- 
pleasure with sinners. Whenever any of our guil- 
ty race, are visited, in divine Providence, with af- 
fliction ; they ought to view themselves as chastened 
and rebuked of the Lord.” 

When thus chastened and rebuked, mankind are 
prone, through the depravity of their hearts, to run 
into one or the other of two opposite extremes ; 
both of which are uiireasonable and criminal: the 
one may be called, insensibility ; the other, dejec- 
tion. 

Some are insensible, stupid and unfeeling, under 
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the correcting hand of God. ‘They have, perhaps, 
become so hardened in sin, as to have stifled, in a 
great measure, those natural affections, which the 
Author of our being has implanted in the human 
breast, for near relatives and friends. Perhaps 
they are so full of unbelief and atheism, owing to 
the blindness of their hearts, as to overlook the 
hand and decree of God in their affliction, and to 
attribute it to blind chance, or unmeaning fate. — 
Or, if they believe in Divine Providence, they may 
feel too self-righteous to view themselves as ob- - 
jects of God’s displeasure, or too proud to humble 
themselves under his mighty hand, or too obstinate 
to bend beneath the stroke of his rod. But, from 
whatever source their insensibility may arise, it is . 
altogether unreasonable and criminal. It is de- 
spising the chastening of the Lord. It arises from 
an unholy heart, from the carnal mind, which is 
enmity against God. It is inhuman for men to di- 
vest themselves of the natural affections, which are 
designed to prompt them to benevolent actions. 
When God chastens them, they ought to be afflict- 
edand mourn. The consideration, that the holy 
God, who loveth righteousness and hateth iniquity, 
is offended with them, and expressing his displeas- 
ure against them, should fill their hearts with grief, 
and humble their souls in the dust. It would give 
great offence to an earthly parent, should his child 
stand insensible and sullen under the rod of cor- 
rection: and must it not give greater offence to 
God, when his dependant creatures, who ought. 
hoth to love and fear Him, remain stupid and un- 
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feeling under his rebukes? They should hear 
both the rod and Him who hath appointed it. They 
should search their hearts and lives, and inquire 
wherefore God is contending with them. They 
should justify Him, and condemn themselves; and, 
in the language of David, say “ He hath not dealt 
by us after our sins, nor rewarded us according to 
our iniquities.” Like afflicted Job, they should 
abhor themselves. and repent, as in dust and ashes. 

But, if the extreme of inseasibility be criminal ; 
so is that of dejectton. ‘Though men are in but little 
danger of feeling foo much, under the correcting 
hand of God; yet they are in great danger of feel- 
ing wrong, and of being led, by their unsanetified 
feelings and passions, into a state of mind and 
course of conduct, extremely i»juriousto themselves, 
and. offensive to God. It is not uncommon for the 
afflicted. to let their sorrows aggravate their loss to 
such a degree, that they overlook, or undervalue 
the favours and mercies, which they still enjoy. 
They are so much grieved and hurt with the loss 
of what is taken away,as to be unthankful for what 
is left. hey often indulge painful reflections upon 
ihe cause which produced,the circumstances which 
attended and the means which might have prevent- 
ed, their affliction; without considering, that God 
takes away, and-none can hinder Him; that He 
deals,out affliction, im weight and measure, as He 
sees need ; that he never inflicts.a heavier stroke 
than He always intended; and that the time and 
manner, the means and circumstances, the allevia- 
lions and jaggravations of every affliction, take 
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place according to his determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge, who worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will. In their despondency, the 
afflicted are prone to look on the dark side, and 
to say, within themselves, If things had been order- 
ed differently, they might have acquiesced ; but, as 
it is, their burden is intolerable. As they feel their 
own affliction more sensibly than that of others, 
they conclude, that there is no sorrow like their 
sorrow. ‘They refuse to be comforted. They will 
not listen to the motives, nor use the means of con- 
solation. They resolve, as Jacob did, in the. bit- 
terness of his grief, when viewing the coat of his 
beloved Joseph, “I will go down to the grave with 
my son, mourning.” And thus they have some- 
times given themselves up to inconsolable sorrow, 
until they have broken their hearts, and ended their 
days. 

But, it is wrong and criminal, thus to faint under 
Divine chastening and rebuke. It is wrong for the 
afflicted to imagine, that circumstances might have 
been otherwise than they have taken place. God’s 
counsel must stand, and he will do all his pleasure. 
It is wrong for the afflicted to wish, that events had 
taken place otherwise than they have; for; in all 
past events, the infinitely wise and holy will of 
God has been done; and who shall say unto Him, 
What doest Thou? To be sorry, all things con- 
sidered, that God’s will has been done, is the sin 
of rebellion. It is as reasonable to be reconciled 
to God’s will with respect to what is past, as with 
respect to what is future. He, who says, There is 
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no sorrow like my sorrow, does not duly consider, 
what varied forms of misery, what tortures of body 
and agonies of mind, are endured by his fellow- 
sinners, under the chastening hand of the Almighty. 
God calls upon all the afflicted to exercise uncon- 
ditional submission to his sovereign will: “ Be still, 
and know that |am God.” At the same time, God 
opens to the afflicted, in his holy word, an unfailing 
~ fountain of consolation.. He there teaches them, 
that He does not willingly afflict and grieve them ; 
and that He does it, only when his own glory and 
the greatest goud of the universe require it. H 
‘the afflicted believe this, and also love God and feel 
truly benevolent; how can they be inconsclable? 
‘When men believe, that God does all things well, 
and feel his love shed abroad in their hearts, they 
eannot fail to rejoice, even in tribulation. — Besides, 
God has made great and precious promises to the 
afflicted, in case they exercise a filial, submissive 
spirit, and humble themselves as they ought, under 
his mighty hand. “Turn ye at my reproof; be- 
hold, I will pour out my spirit upon -you, J. will 
make known my words unto you. Cast thy burden 
upon the Lord, and He shall sustain thee. Call 
upon me in the day of trouble ; I will deliver thee, 
and thou shalt glorify me. AH things shall work 
together for good to them that love God. Humble 
yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He 
may exalt you in due time.” » These promises will 
be fulfilled to all the afflicted, who comply with the 
conditions, upon which they are made. If they 
submit, God willsupport and comfort them. . If they 
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turn unto God, with penitent hearts, He will pardon 
them through the atonement of Christ, and remem- 
ber their sins and their iniquities no more. — If they 
call upon his name, through the appointed Mediator, 
God will hear, and answer, and do what is best for 
them, and cause their present afflictions ‘to work out 
for them an exceeding and eternal weight of glory.’ 
To faint, therefore, under the Divine rebukes, must 
be, not only to resist the will, but to slight the mercy 
of God. 

In the light of what has been said, the Mourners, 
on this occasion, may see both their duty, and their 
danger. They are in danger, on the one hand, of 
despising the chastening of the Lord ; and on the 
other, of fainting under his rebukes. It is their duty 
to exercise submission and receive consolation. 

This bereaved Family have, of late, experienced a 
great trial of affliction. God has laid his hand heav- 
iy upon them, and mingled for them a bitter cup. 
In the course of a few weeks, and by the same fatal 
malady, one of the united head of this household, | 
and three of their children, have been taken away. 
The sorely grieved and deeply afflicted survivors 
greatly need that consolation, which is connected. 
with unconditional submission, and which flows from 
the fountain of Divine truth. Their loss is great. 
‘When the cords, not only of fraternal and paternal 
affection, but of fitial and connubial loye, are sever- 
ed, the heart must bleed and ache. 

To the mourning solitary Husband, it must be a 
painful thought indeed, that he will no more, in this 
world, see the face of his virtuous, amiable and faith- 
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ful Consort. While he exclaims, “ Lover and friend. 
hast Thou put far from me, and mine acquaintance 
into darkness,” may he not be left, either to despise 
the chastening of the Lord, or to faint under his re- 
bukes. Believing that it is He, who doth not afflict 
willingly nor grieve the children of men, that hath 
taken away the desire of his eyes with a stroke, may 
he be enabled, silently and submissively, to acquiesce 
in his infinitely wise and benevolent will. While 
he meekly asks, wherefore God is contending with 
him, may he not presume to contend with God ; but 
may he feel disposed to humbie himself under his 
mighty hand. If like David, he shall be able to say, 
““T was dumb, I opened not my mouth, because 
Thou didst it;” like him, he will have occasion to 
add, “It is good for me that I have been afflicted.” 
if he will cast his burden on the Lord, he has a 
promise of being sustained. If he will call upon 
God, in this day of trouble, he has a promise of be- 
ing answered. May he sorrow after a godly sort, 
and be comforted, in all his tribulations, by those 
consolations of the Divine Spirit, which are neither 
few nor small. 

The bereaved children cannot be too much affect- 
ed with the loss of their tender and beloved Mother, 
who nurtured them in their infancy and childhood, 
and who felt and cared for them, as none other did, 
or could. But, while they have cause to mourn, 
they have no reason to murmur. That dispensation 
of Divine Providence, which has deprived them of 
her counsel and Care, in their present disconsolate 
state, may well appear dark and mysterious; but 
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they ought not to.question either its justice, wisdom, 
or goodness. May they profit, both by her life, and 
by her death. And since they know not what a day 
may bring forth, may they be sober-minded ‘and 
choose the fear of the Lord, which is the beginning 
of wisdom. ‘Thus will they do honour to the mem- 
ory of their deceased Mother, and comfort the heart 
of their sorrowful, surviving Parent. The hand of 
Providence gives emphasis to the admonition of 
Scripture; ‘Seek the Lord, while He may be found; 
call upon Him, while He is near.’ May they hear 
both the rod and Him who hath appointed it. 

The surviving Brothers and Sister mourn for one, 
who was dear to them, and whom they highly and 
justly valued, While the recollection of her virtues 
enhances the sense ef their loss ; the hope they have, 
that she has made a happy exchange of worlds, is an 
alleviation of their sorrows. ‘Their departed Sister 
was for some years, thoughtful respecting her future 
state, and attentive to the one thing needful. And, 
while she expressed no hope herself, her christian 
friends were not without hope of her. In her last 
sickness, she was enabled to entertain and express a 
hope in the mercy of God through Christ, and said, 
that she could make the prayer of the penitent Pub- 
lican her own. If she did so, we cannot doubt, that 
she found mercy, and went up to the house not made 
with hands, justified freely by grace, through the re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus. While, therefore, 
her sorrowful Brothers, and only Sister comfort them- 
sélves with these words, may they hear the call of 
Providence to be also ready. They must follow 
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their Sister into the world of spirits. They Know not 
when the time is. It may be near. Let them awake 
to righteousness, and stand in the posture of servants, 
waiting for the coming of their Lord. 
* The Providence, which has called us to the house 
of mourning, this day, and the subject, which we have 
contemplated on the affecting occasion, unitedly ad- 
monish all the sympathizing Relatives and Friends of 
the Deceased, and all the living here present, to ac- 
quaint themselves with God, and to be reconciled to 
his holy and sovereign will. God. afflicts the chil- 
dren of men, to advance his own Glory, and. thé 
highest good of the universe. And, whenever it 
shall be necessary for these important ends, He will 
visit us and others, with affliction. He will bereave 
us. of our friends, or our friends of ws, whenever. He 
may sec it best. It becomes us all, then, to preparg 
for bereavement and death. And: how shall we be 
able to meet either, without a heart reconciled to God, 
and good hope, through grace, in Christ Jesus? It is 
awfully hazardous, to live, one day, out of Christ, and 
at enmity with God. Let us, then, hear the solemn 
voice of God’s word and providence, and set our souls 
in order, to bear affliction with submission, to meet 
death with composur¢, and our final fudge in peace. 


AMEN. 
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ACTS, IX. 34. 


Then had the churches rest throughout all Judea, and Gallilee, 
and Samaria, and were edified: and, walking in the 
fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of 
the Holy Ghost, were multiplied. 


THE period, to which this passage relates, was 
that immediately following the conversion of Saul of Tar- 
sus. Saul had been a bitter and bloody persecutor of all 
who called upon the name of Christ. According to his 
own confession, in his defence before king Agrippa, he was 
exceedingly mad against the saints in Christ Jesus; and, 
acting under the highest authority in the Jewish church, 
shut them up in prison, punished them oft in every syna- 
gogue,compelled them to blaspheme, persecuted them even 
unto strange cities, & when they were put to death, gave his 
voice against them. Thus he made havock of the churches, 
robbed them of all peace and rest, and kept them in a state 
of perpetual tumult and terror. But, when on his way to 
Demascus, breathing out threatenings and slaughter, and 
having a commission from the High Priest to bind and 
bring to Jerusalem all the christians he might find, he was 
suddenly arrested in his mad career, by a light and voice 
from heaven, which struck him to the earth, and constrain- 
ed him to cry out, “ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” 
In a moment, by the invincible influence of the Holy Spir- 
it, he was changed from a persecutor to a follower of 
Christ, from a blasphemer to a preacher of the faith which 
before he destroyed. This wonderful and happy event 
astonished the saints, appalled the Jewish rulers, quench- 
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ed the flame of persecution, and gave peace and rest to 
the harrassed and weary churches of Christ. “Then had 
the churches rest throughout all Judea, and Gallilee, and 
Samaria. and were edified: and walking in the fear of the 
Lord, and, in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multi- 
plied.” 

The primitive churches of Christ were constituted and 
organized as all succeeding christian churches ought to 
be ; and that which was necessary to edify and multiply 
them, in the time of the apostles, is equally necessary, at 
the present day. Accordingly, in discoursing from the 
words before us, on the present occasion, I shall endeay- 
our, 

I. To describe a church of Christ. — 

Hf. To show what is necessary to the edification of a 

church of Christ. And, 

HI. To show what is necessary to the enlargement of 

such a church. ) 
Tam, 

Y. To describe a church of Christ. 

The word church is used in differrent senses. Jn its orig- 
inal and most general sense, it means any congregation or 
company of people, selected or called together. In the 
sacred scriptures, the word church sometimes means all © 
the people of God collectively considered,whether on earth 
or in heaven; all who have been or shall be called, by 
Divine grace, out of the kingdom of darkness into the king- 
dom of Christ, and finally redeemed from all iniquity. 
Thus, in the epistle to the Ephesians, Christ is said ‘ to be 
the head over all things to the church ;’ and all things are 
said to have been created by Jesus Christ, ‘to the intent 
that unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places, 
might be known, by tle church, the manifold wisdom of 
God.’ 

Sometimes, in sacred scripture, the word church ~ 
means, thie collective body of professed saints, or visible 
believers in Christ, inthe world, at any particular time, 
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Thus in Acts vit. 38, “ This is he (Moses) that was in the 
church in the wilderness.” 

But, generally, inthe New Testament, the term church 
is applied to a congregation, company, or society of pro- 
fessed believers in Christ, who five together in the same 
neighbourhood, meet for worship in the same place, and 
have covenanted to assist and watch over each other, and 
to maintain together the order, discipline and ordinances 
of the gospel. Thus we read of ‘the church at Rome, 
the church at Corinth, the church at Colosse, and the 
church at Babylon; and of the churches of Macedonia, 
the churches of Galatia, and the churches of Asia.’ 

Separate churches of the above description, were very 
numerous in the days of the apostles. In whatever city, 
or village, or place, they preached with any success, they 
gathered a distinct church of such as professed, and ap- 
peared to possess, true faith in the Lord Jesus. That 
these churches were congregational, or separate bod- 
ies of visible believers, is evident from their local situ- 
ation in separate towns and districts, from their consisting 
of no more members than could conveniently meet togeth- — 
er in one place, from their having distinct officers, and from 
their being required, in their collective capacity, to sup- 
port their pastors and their poor, and to maintain the or- 
der and discipline of Christ’s house. There is no intima- 
tion in the New Testament, that any particular church was, 
in any respect or degrce, subject to any ordinary officers 
except their own, or toany other church, or number of 
churches. No bishops or elders, except the inspired apos- 
tles, are represented as having jurisdiction in more than 
one place, or over more than one church, It appears from 
the New Testament,that a church of Christ is such a body 
of visible believers, as live in the same vicinity, assemble 
in the same place, have their own officers, exercise their 
own discipline, and are bound by compact to walk togeth- 
er in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord, 

Such tsa church of Christ. Iam, 
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Il. To show, what is necessary to the edification of a 
church ofChrist. 

To edify is, literally, to build. A church of Christ is 
frequently, in scripture, compared to a building. As in 
1 Corin. iii. 9. “Ye are God’s building,” and Eph. ii. 19, 
22. “Now, therefore, ye are no more strangers and for- 
eigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints and of the house- 
hold of God; and are built upon the foundation of the apos- 
tles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner-stone ; in whom all the building, fitly framed to- 
gether, groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: in whom 
ye also are builded together for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit.” As a church of Christ is thus, meta- 
phorically, called a building ; so, whatever serves to pro- 
mote its spiritual welfare, is said to edify it. The spirit- 
ual welfare of a church consists in the knowledge, holi- 
ness and enjoyment of its members. Whatever is neces- 
sary to promote the progress of the members of a church 
in the knowledge of divine truth, their growth in grace, | 
and their spiritual comfort, is necessary to its edification. 
Between these three constituent parts of the welfare of a 
church of Christ, there is an intimate connexion ; for 
knowledge is the capacity for holiness, and holiness is 
the source of comfort. As christians advance in the 
knowledge of God and divine things, their holy love in- 
creases in extent and degree ; which, of course, increases 
their happiness ; as holy disinterested love gives them the 
enjoyment of all the good with which they are acquainted. 
Hence Peter exhorts, ‘Grow in grace, and in the knowl- 
edge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” And hence 
Paul said, he ceased not to pray for the Colossian Church, 
‘that they might be filled with the knowledge of God’s will, 
in all wisdom and spiritual understanding ; that they might 
walk worthy ofthe Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful 
in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of 
God ; and might be strengthened by Divine Power, to all 
patience and long suffering with joyfulness.’ 
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Such being the nature of edification, it is not difficult to 
see what is necessary to promote it. And, 

1. It is necessary to the edification of a church of 
Christ, that it be duly constituted and organized, agreea- 
bly to the laws of Christ and the prescriptions and prac- 
tice of the apostles. In the primitive churches, there was 
a profession of faith, a form of doctrine, a form of sound 
words, which they were commanded to hold fast. A 
church is not properly constituted, without a Confession 
of Faith, comprising the leading and essential doctrines 
of the gospel. Until the members of a church have sub- 
scribed their names, or signified their assent to such a con- 
fession, they are not visible christians. A christian is one, 
who cordially believes the truth as itis in Jesus. A_visi- 
ble christian is one, who appears thus to believe the truth. 
But, how can one appear to believe and love the truth, un- 
less he professes to believe and love it ? Hence the apostle 
says, “With the heart man believeth unto righteousness ; 
and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” 
A Confession of Faith should be plain, that it may be un- 
derstood, and not ignorantly subscribed by such as do not 
believe it ; scriptural, that it may not promote errour in- 
stead of truth ; and full, that no one may honestly sub- 
scribe it, who rejects any of the first principles of the or- 
acles of God. 

The constitution of a church of Christ comprises a Cov- 
enant, or mutual and solemn promise to walk together in 
the faith and order of the gospel. Whether the “form of 
sound words,” mentioned by the apostle, included such a 
covenant, or not ; it is manifest, that a covenant is essen- 
tial to the very existence of a distinct church, which is not 
a mere assemblage of disconnected individuals, but a soci- 
ety of visible believers, bound to walk. together, and unit- 
edly to maintain the faith, worship, and ordinances of 
Christ. 

It isnecessary to the organization of a church, that it 
be furnished with such officers, as Christ has appointed. 
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‘These aré, a Pastor, and Deacons. These appear:to be 
the only ordinary officers appointed by Christ. The in- 
troduction of the epistle to the Philipians, clearly shows, 
that Bishops and Deacons were the only officers in that 
primitive and duly organized church. “Paul and Timo- 
theus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in 
Christ Jesus which are at Philipi, with the bishops and dea- 
cons.; grace be unto you &c.” If there had been any other 
officers in this church, we cannot suppose the apostle would 
have neglected them in such an express enumeration. 

The Apostolick office was manifestly extraordinary. The 
same may be said of the office of Prophets, and of such as 
wrought miracles and spoke with tongues. Hvangelists 
are not officers in a particular church, but preachers sent 
forth to propagate the gospel in the dark places of the 
earth. The terms pastor, bishop, teacher, and elder, ap- 
pear to be used indiscriminately in the New Testament, as 
nearly synonymous, and as relating to one and the same 
office. Some, indeed, have supposed, that in 1 Tim. Ve 
17, the apostle recognises ruling elders, as holding an of- 
fice distinct from those of pastor and deacons. “Let the 
elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, 
especially they who labour in the word and doctrine.” 
On this passage, it may be observed, that there is no rea- 
son to think, that the apostle meant here to make a dis- 
tinction between different ranks of elders, but between dif 
ferent degrees of service, performed by elders of the same 
rank. ‘There might be some teaching elders, who, for 
various reasons, did not constantly preach; and others 
who occasionally went out to perform the laborious ser- 
vice of evangelists. Besides, it has been justly observed, 
that the original will well bear to be translated thus: 
“Let the elders that rule, (i.e. govern their flocks) well, 
be counted worthy of double honour (i. e. of much respect 
and a liberal maintenance ;) and that chiefly because they 

labour in the word and doctrine.”* 

* See Dr. Guyse’s Puraphrase in loc. 
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The qualifications, which are required in those, who fill 
the offices of bishop and deacons, are specified in 1 Tim. 
lll. 2—12, “A bishop then must be blameless, the husband 
of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to 
hospitality, apt to teach: Not given to wine, no striker, 
not greedy of filthy lucre ; but patient, not a brawler, not 
covetous ; one that ruleth well his own house, having his 
children in subjection with all gravity.—Not a novice, lest 
being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of 
the devil. 

Likewise must the deacons be grave, not double tongtied, 
not given to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre ; hold- 
ing the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience.—Let 
the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their 
children and their own houses well.” 

A church, that has such a confession of faith and cove- 
nant, and such officers as have been mentioned, may be 
considered as duly constituted and organized. Sucha 
constitution and organization are necessary to the edifi- 
cation of every church of Christ. Without a sound and 
full confession and covenant, they will be exposed to her- 
esies and divisions, which will retard their progress in 
knowledge ; and will be utterly unable to maintain disci- 
pline, which will equally retard their growth in grace. 
The officers of Christ’s appointment, the apostle express- 
ly says, Eph. iv. 12, were given “for the edifying of the 
body of Christ.” The need of such officers to the edifi- 
cation of a church of Christ, will sufficiently appear, in 
the course of the succeeding observation. 

2. Itis necessary to the edification of a church of 
Christ, that both its officers and members be diligent and 
faithful in the discharge of their respective duties. The 
organization, which Christ has prescribed for his church- 
es, is happily adapted to promote their edification ; but it 
will fail of producing this desirable effect, if the appropri- 
ate duties of the officers and members, he either neglected, 
or confounded, or carelessly and remissly performed. 
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The Pastor is called a steward, a teacher, and an over- 
seer. It is his appropriate duty to feed the flock of Christ 
with knowledge and understanding ; to give himself to 
reading, meditation and prayer ; to teach and preach the 
doctrines and duties of the gospel in publick and private ; 
to administer divine ordinances, and lead in the exercises 
of social worship ; and to preside in the meetings of the 
church, and superintend and watch over its order, dis- 
cipline and walk. 

It is the appropriate duty of the Deacons, to serve ta- 
bles ; to take care of the property of the church ; to at- 
tend to the temporal support of its pastor and its poor ; 
in a word, to manage all its prudential, pecuniary and sec- 
ular concerns. Thisclearly appears, from the original 
institution of their office as recorded in the first part of 
the sixth chapter of the Acts. That Philip afterwards 
preached the gospel, proves that one, who has been a dea- 
con, may afterwards become a preacher ; but it does not 
prove that preaching the gospel is any part of the office 
of a deacon. 

Itis the appropriate duty of the brethren, to attend on 
the instructions, worship and ordinances of the sanctuary ; 
to admonish and deal with each other, according to the 
rule laid down by Christ, in the eighteenth chapter of the 
gospel by Matthew; to contribute of their substance, as 
there may be need and ability, to defray the expenses of 
the church ; and to maintain the worship and instructions 
of the family and the devotions of the closet. 

Now, if any of these duties are neglected, the edification 
of the body is hindered. Ifthe Pastor neglects his duty, 
the church is not instructed, and cannot grow in knowl- 
edge- If the Deacons neglect their duty, the pastor is in- 
terrupted; the poor are without the comforts of life, or 
the means of frequenting the sanctuary ; the prudential 
concerns of the church are deranged; and the house, 
worship,table and family of Christ,lack the appearance of 
decency & order. If the Brethren, generally, neglect their 
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duty, their edification is hindered. If they forsake the 
assembling of themselves together, in vain does the pas- 
tor speak to empty seats ; if they withhold more than is 
meet, it will not be in the power of the Deacens to provide 
for their instruction, convenience and comfort; if they 
neglect the scriptures and prayer in the family and clos- 
et, they will be babes in knowledge and fruitless branch- 
es in practice ; and, if they neglect discipline and suffer 
sin upon each other, the leprosy of errour and immorality 
will spread over the body. 

If the appropriate duties of officers and members are 
confounded, it cannot fail to injure the edification of a 
church, Should the Pastor undertake the duties of the 
Deacons and Brethren, or they undertake the duties of 
the Pastor, it would be as injurious to the edification of 
the body of Christ, as it would to the health and comfort 
of the natural body, should the head and hands be made 
to perform the office of the feet, and the feet the office of 
the head and hands. 

It must be obvious, that in proportion to the carelessness 
and remissness with which the officers and members of a 
church perform the duties of their holy calling, their edi- 
fication must ever be retarded. But, when each officer 
and each member stands in his proper place, and dischar- 
ges his duty with punctuality, diligence and fidelity, the 
spiritual building cannot fail to become grounded and set- 
tled in the faith, adorned with the beauties of holiness, 
and filled with the light and comfort of the Holy Spirit. 

3. Itis necessary to the edification of a church of 
Christ, that it be in the full possession and free exercise 
of all those rights, which the great Head of the church has 
given it. 

It is the right of every separate church, to form & adopt 
its own Confession and Covenant. As no one can believe 
or promise for another, so it is manifestly absurd for any 
individual or body of men to assume the power of impos- 
ing, upon others, either a creed or covenant, It belongs 
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to the Author and Finisher of our faith to prescribe to his 
churches, what they shall believe and what they shall 
do. He has not delegated this authority, to any man, or 
to any order, or assembly ofmen. Each church is amen- 
able to Christ only, for the doctrines which they profess 
to believe, and the duties which they promise to perform. 
For others to presume to impose a Confession upon 
them, is usurpation, which must ever be injurious to the 
edification of any church. The Creed, thus unlawfully 
imposed, is likely to be any thing, rather than the truth, 
and must tend to exclude from communion the most intel- 
ligent and conscientious christians, to deter the members 
of the church from a free enquiry on religious subjects, 
and to seal the lips of their Pastor, and thus deprive them 
of that instruction, which is indispensably necessary to 
their edification. 

It is the right of every separate church, to elect and in- 
stall its own officers. The Apostles did not claim the 
power of placing officers over the churches, without their 
choice andconsent. ‘The Pastor and Deacons of the prim- 
itive churches, were elected by the suffrages of the Broth- 
erhood. While the right of or¢mation to the work of the 
ministry was limited to the Apostles and Elders, the 
churches installed whom they pleased as their Pastors 
and Teachers. And the free exercise of this right, is nec- 
essary to the edification of every church of Christ. They 
must be satisfied with the abilities, acquirements and cha- 
racter of their Pastor, in order to receive benefit from his 
ministrations. ‘Though he may be competent; yet, if he 
be unacceptable, he will neither be heard, nor respected. 
But, achurch, deprived of the right of choosing and in- 
stalling its officers, is more likely to be burdened with such 
as are weak, erroneous and viscious, than io be blessed 
with such as are able, sound in the faith, and of good re- 
port. 

Once more, 

{t is the right of every separate church ‘to exercise dis- 
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cipline and manage all its concerns, independently of the 
interference or control of any other body. The com- 
mand to receive the hopefully pious, to deal with offen- 
ders, and to withdraw from the disorderly and incorrigt- 
ble, is given to the church, and not to any diocesan bishop, 
synod, consistory, assembly, or consociation. Nothing 
like an ecclesiastical tribunal, aside from the church, is 
suggested, in allthe New Testament. ‘There is but one 
instance mentioned, of the session of an Ecclesiastical 
Council; and that council consisted of a single church, 
over which the apostles themselves presided, and whose 
result was not imperative, but merely advisory. The 
whole business of maintaining worship, discipline and or- 
der, is enjoined upon the church in its separate capacity. 
This is the right of every church of Christ. And without 
the free exercise of this right, no church have it in their 
power to preserve themselves from corruption in principle 
and practice, or to furnish themselves with the means of 
knowledge and grace. In important and difficult cases, 
itis doubtless lawful and expedient for any church to ask 
advice of sister churches; but no church is bound to fol- 
low such advice, any further than it appears to them a- 
greeable to the will of Christ. 

I only add, 

5. That freedom from violent persecution, is necessa- 
ry to the edification of a church of Christ. During the 
persecution which arose about Stephen, and in which 
Saul was so active, the churches were broken up, their 
members scattered abroad, and their social worship and 
christian communion interrupted. It was not till the con- 
version of Saul and the consequent cessation of persecu- 
tion, that the churches had rest and were edified. Though 
all they that will live godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer 
persecution from the world, in a greater or less degree; 
yet, violent persecution from the powers of the earth, must 
ever deprive the churches of the exercise of their rights, 
take from them the means of instruction, and in all re- 
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spects hinder their edification. Thus it was with the 
christian churches during the ten persecutions under the 
Roman Emperours. And thus it has been ever since. 
Individuals inthe furnace of persecution, may be refined ; 
but churches, as bodies, generally lose their purity both 
of doctrine and practice ;and, not unfrequently are re- 
duced to dross, or total)y consumed. ais 
It remains to show, 

III. What is neccessary to the enlargement of a church 
of Christ. 

Between the edification and enlargement of a church of 
Christ, there is an intimate moral connexion. When the 
churches are edified, they walk in the fear of the Lord, and 
in the comfort of the Holy Ghost ; and then they seldom fail 
to be multiplied. 

Here, then, let me observe, 

1. That purity of doctrine and practice, is “necessary 
to the enlargement of a church of Christ. It is only when 
a church preserve the faith of the gospel and obey the 
laws of Christ, that they are prepared to receive an ac- 
cession of newmembers. Numbers, indeed, may be ad- 
ded to a church, however corrupt; but it is not to be ex- 
pected that they will be such as shall be saved. An im- 
pure church is an unsuitable place for young converts, 
who need to be fed with the sincere milk of the word, that 
they may grow thereby, to be nourished up in the words 
of faith and of good doctrine, andto be provoked unto 
good works. A church who have greatly departed from 
the faith, and sunk into sinful conformity to the world, 
have no reason to expcct an effusion of the Spirit and an 
increase of their numbers. Christ is offended with his 
churches, when they reject his doctrine, neglect his com- 
mands, and dishonour his name; and, instead of enlarg- 
ing them by his Spirit, it is to be apprehended, He will 
diminish them by his judgments. What He said to the 
seven churches of Asia, may be considered as addressed 
to all churches in similar circumstances ; and his treatment 
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of them, may be considered as an example of his treat- 
ment of all others, who imitate their conduct. If a church 
leave their first love, their candlestick will be removed out 
of his place: If they connive at heresy, they must expcct 
that Christ will fight against them with the sword of his 
mouth: If they sink into a lukewarm state, they must ex- 
pect to be utterly rejected. 

2. Itis necessary to the enlargement of a-church of 
Christ, that those means should be used, which God has 
appointed, for the conviction, conversion and salvation of 
sinners. These are, principally, three; the example of 
christians, the instruction of children, and the preaching of the 
gospel. 

First. The holy example of christians, is one of the 
means necessary to the enlargement of a church of Christ. 
When the members of a church keep their covenant with 
God and each other; when they do whatever Christ has 
commanded them ; when they contend earnestly for the 
faith once delivered to the saints, speaking the truth in 
love ; when they are sober, temperate, just, kind, forgiving, 
watchful, prayerful and heavenly-minded ; and when they 
liberally communicate, and like their Lord and Master, 
go about doing good; then they exhibit striking evidence 


of the reality and power of religion. The world take 
knowledge of them, that they have been with Jesus. Sin- 


ners are constrained to see, that there is an essential dif- 
ference between them, and saints. They become alarmed 
for themselves, are led to inquire what they shall do to be 
saved ; and often, through the concurring influence of the 
Holy Spirit, are persuaded, by this means, to take up the 
cross, and follow Christ.. Hence, our Lord said, “ Let 
your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” 
The holy conversation of christians, always has a -power- 
ful tendency to carry conviction to the minds of sinners; 
and, without this, other means seldom prove effectual. 
When the members of a church live like the world, sinners 
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around will think themselves, and often justly, to be as 
good and safe as they. It is not unfrequently owing to 
the degeneracy of the church,that sinners bless themselves 
in their hearts,and cry peace to their souls, when God 
says there is no peace. 

Secondly. Theinstruction of children is another of the 
means, necessary to the enlargement of a church of Christ. 
Ever since the visible church of Christ was first erected 
in the family of Abraham, the father ofthe faithful, it has 
been enjoined upon heads of families to command their 
children and households, and bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. To the diligent and faithful 
performance of this duty, great and precious promises are 
made. By means ofthe endeavours of parents and house- 
holders to train up those under their care, in the way 
they should go, God has been pleased, in all ages, to re- 
plenish his churches. Those, who have been added to 
the Lord and to his people, have generally been such, as 
were dedicated to God, and taught the holy scriptures, 
from their childhood. ‘“ Ofsuch, said our Lord, is the 
kingdom of heaven.” The children of the church are the 
hopes of the church. If these are neglected, there is little 
reason to expect, that the church will be enlarged. But, 

Thirdly. The principal means, necessary to the en- 
Jargement of a church of Christ, is the preaching of the 
gospel. ‘It pleases God, by the foolishness of preaching, 
to save them that believe.’ This is the grand instrument 
which God has appointed, to enlighten the ignorant, awak- 
en the stupid, humble the proud, reform the vicious, and 
turn men from darkness to light, and from the power of 
Satan untoGod. Unless the gospel be plainly and faith- 
fully preached, other means will seldom be used ; the light 
of christian example will cease to shine, and the instruc- 
tion and discipline of the family will be neglected. Unless 
the gospel be clearly and fully preached, men will remain 
ignorant of the sacred scriptures, ignorant of God, and 
ignorant of themselves, and will live and die in their sins. 
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[t is only where the gospel is preached by ‘good men, 
who are full of the Holy Ghost and of faith,’ that it can 
reasonably be expected, ‘ much people will be added un- 
to the Lord.’ 

But, for success to a preached gospel, as well as to all 
other means, men are dependant. “ Paul may plant, and 
Apollos water ; but God giveth the increase.” — It must, 
therefore, be observed, 

3. That united and fervent prayer for the special influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit, is ever necessary to the enlarge- 
ment of a church of Christ. It is the Holy Spirit, who 
convinces men of sin, raises them to spiritual life, and cre- 
ates them in Christ Jesus unto good works. It is He, who 
gives the means of salvation all their effect. And He 
comes to revive his work, in answer to the prayers of 
believers.. God gives the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
Him: and He will be enquired of by the house of Israel, 
to give anew heart and a new spirit to the impenitent and 
unbelieving. It is believed to be a fact, substantiated by 
the history of the church, that every considerable revival 
of religion and enlargement of Zion, has been preceded by 
special, ardent prayer, on the part of God’s people. There 
is ever the highest encouragement to pray for the effusion 
of the Holy Spirit and the enlargement of the church ; 
for‘ the Lord’s arm is not shortened that it cannot save, 
his ear is not heavy that it cannot hear; and the effect- 
ual fervent prayer of a righteous man, availeth much.’ 

IMPROVEMENT. 

1. Wemay learn from what has been said, that the 
word church is sometimes used in an improper sense. 
This term is sometimes used to designate the professed 
christians of a particular country, or of a particular de- 
nomination. Thus, we hear mention made of the church 
of England, the church of Scotland, the Roman church, 
the Greek church, the Episcopal church, and the Presby- 
terian church. But this appears to be an improper and 
unscriptural use of the term church. ‘This term, as ap- 
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plied in Scripture to professed christians, means, either 
the whole number of visible believers in the world, col- 
lectively considered ; or some one particular and sepe- 
rate society of such believers, united by mutual covenant, 
and assembling in one place for divine worship and atten- 
dance on divine ordinances. No countenance is given in 
sacred Scriptures, to national, diocesan, or consociated 
churches. These are of human invention, and tend te 
create schisms in the body of Christ. 

2. We may learn from what has been said, how any 
body of professing christians may become, and how they 
may cease to be a church of Christ. When any conven- 
ient number of professed christians unitedly give their as- 
sent toa scriptural Confession of Faith, and enter into 
Covenant to walk together in the commandments and _ or- 
dinances of the Lord ; then they are a church of Christ, 
to allintents and purposes. And whenever such a body 
of professed christians renounce their Confession of Faith, 
or generally and openly violate their solemn Covenant ; 
then they cease to be a church of Christ. A church is 
altogether a voluntary society, and can neither be made, 
nor unmade by any power out of itself. 

3. We may infer, from what has been advanced, that 
the churches of Christ, should guard their rights, with a 
watchful and jealous. eye. The possession and free ex- 
ercise of these rights, is indispensably necessary to their 
edification. If they suffer themselves to be despoiled of 
these, they may be deprived of the means of light and 
grace, and be laden with impositions and oppressions, 
which their fathers were not able, and which they will 
not be able to bear. Ambition is natural tomen. Even 
the disciples of Christ, and in his immediate presence 
too, were not ashamed to ask, ‘Who of them should be 
greatest?” Let the churches of Christ then, be vigilant. 
Let them ‘stand fast in the liberty, with which Christ has 
made them free; and not be entangled again with the 
yoke of bondage.’ 
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4. It is matter of thanksgiving to God, this day, that 
He hath, thus far, furnished this church of Christ with the 
means of edification, and hath made such additions to it, 
from time te time, as to preserve it to this first centurial 
anniversary of its formation. 

This church was gathered on the 29th day of Novem- 
ber, A. D. 1721. It then consisted of ten members, all 
males ; six of whom were from the church in what is 
now Seekonk ; three then first made a profession of re- 
ligion ; and one, viz. the Rev. Davin Turner, was from 
the church in Scituate, and, it is supposed, was, on the 
same day, ordained as their Pastor. During his ministry, 
which continued about thirty six years, the number of per- 
sons added to this church, by profession and recommen- 
dation from other churches, was one hundred & seventy one, 

The Rev. Mr. Turner died, August 9th, A. D. 1757, in 
the sixty third year of his age. He was succeeded in the 
pastoral office, by the Rev. Roserr Rogerson, a native 
of Great-Britain, who was ordained on the second day of 
July, A.D. 1759. During his ministry, which continued 
about forty years, it appears, so far as the records give in- 
formation,that thirty sia persons were added to this church. 

The Rev. Mr. Roerrson died, March 20th 1799, in the 
seventy eighth year of his age. Between this period and 
the ordination of the present Pastor, nine persons were 
added to the church. 

The present Pastor, after supplying this pulpit one 
year as a candidate,was ordained on the 24th day of Sep- 
tember, A. D. 1800. Since which time, seventy seven per- 
sons have been added to the church. The whole num- 
ber of persons added to this church, including those first 
embodied, is three hundred and three. The present num- 
ber of members, is fifty six, of whom eighteen are males, 
and thirty eight are females. 

In the year of our Lord 1800, there commenced in this 
place, a season of refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord, which continued through the following year ; in 
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which time, about foriy persons were added to the church, 
and several others were hopefully made the subjects of 
the renewing influence of the Holy Spirit. This, con- 
sidering the size of the Society, which did not, at that 
time, exceed fifty families, was a great revival, and ought 
to be remembered with deyout thanksgiving to the God of 
all grace. 

Though the original Confession and Covenant of this 
church, were viewed to be scriptural ; yet, as they were 
prolix, and the manner in which they were expressed in 
some instances obsolete and obscure; it was thought 
proper to revise them. This was accordingly done, in 
the year 1810. ‘The first day of November, in that year, 
was set apart by the church, as a day of special fasting 
and prayer ; on which occasion, they publickly and sol- 
emnly renewed Covenant, and gave their assent to the 
Confession of Faith and Covenant now in use. 

It is believed that this church has been, from the begin- 
ning, built upon the foundation of the prophets and apos- 
tles, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone. It 
has ever enjoyed all the rights and privileges of a church 
of Christ, and was never in bondage to any man or body 
ofmen. It hasever been favoured with the appointed 
means of instruction, having been served, with little inter- 
mission, by Three Pastors, for the space of One hundred 
years ! . | . 

This church has ever been supplied with two or more 
Deacons ; the whole number of whom ; since its organiza- 
tion, according the Records, is Fifteen.* 


* DEACONS. Chosen. DEACONS. Chosen. 
Thomas Ormsbe, 424 Joshua Smith, . . 
Elisha May, ‘ ““"*\ Tyaniel Bliss, . . 
John Wilmarth, . . 4734.| John Brown, . . . 4794. 
Abiah Carpenter, . . 41738. Calvin Jacobs, . . 41804. 
Joshua Smith, . . . 4744.! Asahel Bliss,. ... 4808. 


Thomas Carpenter, . 1744. 
Stephen Moulton, . . 4750. 
Ephraim Bliss, . . . 4762. 


Chase Moulton, . . 4844. 
Ezra Perry, ... . 4844. 
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It would be ungrateful, not to take notice, on this occa- 
sion, of the goodness of God, in putting it into the heart 
of a distinguished member of this church, Mr. Epuraim 
Honr, to bequeath the whole of his large estate to the so- 
ciety connected with the church, for the support of their 
Pastor. This bequest was received about forty years 
ago. Such liberal benefactors should be held in lasting 
remembrance. 

In view of this brief narrative, may we not say, my 
Brethren, “Hitherto hath the Lord helped us?” This 
church has indeed ever been small; though not smaller 
than churches in general, considering the size of the con- 
gregation connected with it. But, we will remember the 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ, how He said, “‘ Fear not, 
little flock, it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom.” If this church be founded, as we trust it is, 
upon that elect, tried, precious Corner Stone, which God 
hath laid in Zion, it will stand; and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it. 

5. Ifthe things, which have been mentioned, be nec- 
essary to the enlargement of achurch of Christ; the mem- 
bers of this church may hence learn their present duty. 
{t is most desirable and important, that this church of 
Christ should be enlarged. Itis, at present, small. Many 
of its members are far advanced in life. They cannot 
much longer continue with us, by reason of death. If they 
are indeed, as we would hope, the real friends and follow- 
ers of Christ; they must expect, accordingto the course 
of nature, soon to be removed from the church militant, 
to the church triumphant. Unless additions be speedily 
made to this church, it must, in a little time, become ex- 
tinct. How deplorable would be such a catastrophe! 
There would, then, be none in this place, to preserve the 
faith once delivered to the saints. ‘The rising generation 
would grow up in ignorance and sin. The holy Sabbath 
would no longer be regarded as a day of sacred rest. The 
worship of God would cease. The love of Christ in giv- 


yd 

ing his soul aransom for many, would be forgotten. Er- 
rour and vice, like a leprosy, would overspread the face 
of society ; and generation after generation, untaught, un- 
warned and unconcerned, would hurry down the broad 
way to everlasting destruction. It is inexpressibly desir- 
able and important, that this church should be perpetuated 
and enlarged. What is necessary to its enlargement, has 
been pointed out. Itis the incumbent duty of the few 
surviving friends of Christ in this place, to do, without de- 
lay and without reserve, what in them lies, ' to strengthen 
the things that remain, and are ready to die.’ Let them 
‘awake to righteousness and sin not.’ Let them ‘cleanse 
themselves from all filthiness of the flesh and ofthe spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of God.’ As judgment, so 
reformation must begin at the house of God. Let the mem- 
bers of this church, by a holy conversation, recommend 
truth and godliness to all around them. Let such, as are 
heads of families, walk within their houses with a perfect 
heart, daily kindle the fire of devotion upon the domestick 
altar, diligently train up their children in the way they 
should go, and resolve, each one, with pious Joshua, “As 
for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” Let the 
gospel be plainly and fully preached; and let all lawful 
means be used, to fill the house of God with attentive hear- 
ers of the word. And as it is God, who must give the in- 
crease, let frequent and fervent prayers be offered, for the 
special influences of the Holy Spirit. “Ye that make 
mention ofthe Lord, keep not silence, and give him no 
rest, till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise 
in the earth.” 

Finaliy. This subject and this occasion should deeply 
impress upon the minds ofall, who are without the pale of 
the visible church, the duty and importance of giving 
Christ their hearts, and uniting with his people, in promot- 
ing his kingdom and glory. During the long lapse ofa 
hundred years, since this church was gathered, what num- 
bers in this place, have lived and died in visible commun- 
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ion with the unbelieving world, and in an ungrateful neg- 
lect of the dying command of the Lord Jesus? Who, of 
all this multitude, will now justify himself for his disobe- 
dience 2? Who, ofall this multitude, does not now lament, 
that he did not join himself unto the Lord, and unto his 
people? If they were ashamed of Christ, He is ashamed 
ofthem. He esteems those only as his friends, who do 
whatsoever He commands them. There can be no neu- 
ters with respect to the cause of Christ. He has said, 
“He that is not with me, is against me ; and he that gath- 
ereth not with me, scattereth abroad.” How dangerous, 
then, is the condition of all those, who are visibly on the 
side of the enemies of Christ? Soon they must appear 
before Him, to give account for their treatment of Him 
and his friends, and for the manner in which they have 
received his doctrines and commands. 

Men and Brethren, the time is short. Before another 
Anniversary of this kind, every individual here present, 
will be numbered with the dead. Whatever, then, your 
hands find to do, for Christ and his church, for your fam- 
ilies and friends, or for your own souls, do it immediate- 
ly, and with your might. The great Head of the church 
hath said, “Behold, 1 come quickly, and my reward is 
with me, to give every man according as his work shall 
be.” “Blessed are they that do his commandments, that 
they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in 
through the gates into the city.” 

AMEN. 
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IN THE EIGHTY-FIFTH YEAR OF HIS AGE. 
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Proverss, x. 7. 


‘The memory of the just is blessed...... 


‘Tue Sacred Scripture divides mankind into 
two classes, which are designated and distinguished 
by various appellations ; such as saints and sinners, 
the righteous and the wicked, the just and the un- 
just. The term just, in Scripture, is commonly used 
to designate that class of men, who are otherwise 
called saints, in distinction from sinners; the right- 
eous, in distinction from the wicked; the godly, in 
distinction from the ungodly. ‘Thus the term is 
obviously used in our text; as will appear from read- 
ing the whole verse: “The memory of the just is 
blessed: but the name of the wicked shall rot.” 

The words before us, are thought to furnish a 
subject, not unsuitable to the present interesting and 
mournful occasion; and naturally lead us, 

I. Yo describe the character of the just. And, 

II. To show how their memory is blessed. 

4. I shall attempt a brief description of the char- 
acter of the just. 

And here I may observe, 

4. U'hat the jast are such, as have experienced a 
great and radical moral change. ‘They were, by 
nature, dead in trespasses and sins, and children of 
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wrath, even as others. Mankind all come into the 
world in a state of entire moral depravity. Their 
hearts are void of holiness, and full of evil. They 
have the carnal mind, that is, the selfish heart, which 
is enmity against God. Hence there is none that 
doeth good; no, not one. The hearts of men, by 
nature, are precisely the same; and when placed, in 
all respects, in the same circumstances, they conduct 
alike. All men, in their natural state, sustain the 
character and belong to the class of the unjust, the 
wicked, the unrighteous, or ungodly. In order, 
therefore, to belong to the class of the just, men must 
experience a great and radical moral change; a 
change from sin to holiness, from enmity to submis- 
sion, from selfishness to disinterested benevolence. 
in this change, men are active, and not passive, 
In this change, they begin to love God with all the | 
heart, to submit unconditionally to his will, to humble 
themselves for sin, to delight in the divine law, and 
to hunger and thirst after righteousness. ‘hese are 
free, voluntary exercises, in which it is impossible 
that men should be passive. In Sacred Scripture 
this change is called conversion, turning to the Lord, 
and making anew heart and a new spirit; terms 
and phrases which denote voluntary actions, and not 
passive impressions. But, though men are active in 
that great moral change, which brings them into 
the class of the just; yet they do not produce this 
change in themselves, independently of Divine influ- 
ence. It is impossible for men thus to produce any 
thing. ‘They live, and are moved, and have their 
being in God, But, if it were possible for men to 
produce such a moral change in themselves, they 
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never would produce it. In their natural state, man-. 

‘kind have not tke least inclination to produce in 
themselves a change from sin to holiness; for they 
love sin, and hate nothing more, than the duty of 
becoming holy. Hence, the sacred writers represent 
the Holy and Divine Spirit as the efficient or pro- 
ducing cause of that great and essential change of 
character, which removes men from the class of sin- 
ners to that of saints. The just are called the chil- 
dren of Ged, the workmanship of God, and new 
creatures. ‘The change, which they have experienc- 
ed, is called a new birth; and they are said to be 
born of God, created anew, and quickened, or raised 
from the dead; and God is said to ‘ work in them, 
both to will and to do, of his own good pleasure.’ 

2. The just are true believers in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. As they have new and holy hearts, so they 
cannot but love and joyfully receive the truth as it is 
in Jesus, as soon as it is made known to them. They 
are reconciled to the justice of God, and are thus 
prepared to accept his mercy. They accept the pun- 
ishment of their iniquity, and thus are prepared te 
receive the atonement of the Divine Redeemer. 
They renounce their own righteousness, as not mer- 
iting any partof their salvation; and hence choose to 
be justified freely by God’s grace, througii the re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus. ‘hey cordially 
receive the Lord Jesus, as their Prophet, Priest and 
King. ‘lhey believe with the heart unto righteous- 
ness; andare therefore justified from all things, from 
which none could be justified by the law of Moses. 

3. The just are such as ‘do justly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with God.’ As their hearts have 
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been purified ; so their actions are holy and pleasing 
to God. Men always act from their hearts; and 
consequently their actions are always good or evil, 
according as their hearts are holy or sinful. ‘Thus 
our Saviour said, “ A good man, out of the good 
treasure of the heart, bringeth forth good things.” 
As the just have had the love of God shed abroad in 
their hearts by the Holy Ghost; so they desire to 
honour and glorify Him, as far as in their power. 
They diligently search his word, keep holy his day, 
and maintain his worship and ordinances. “ ‘The 
ways of the Lord are right, and the just shall walk 
in them.” 

As they love their neighbours as themselves; so_ 
they will be just and kind in their dealings with 
their fellow men, compassionate and merciful to the 
needy and distressed, liberal and beneficent to all, 
as they have ability and opportunity. As they love 
themselves as they ought ; so they will live soberly, 
as well as righteously and godly, keeping under their 
bodies, being temperate in all things, laying up their 
treasure in heaven, and striving to enter in at the 
strait gate. 

‘The just are such as mean to maintain good works, 
to have respect to all God’s commandments and to 
practice universal holiness. 

T must add, 

4. That the just are such as persevere in faith and 
holiness, as long as they live. The apostle writes, 
“The just shall live by faith:’”? and Solomon says, 
‘The path of the just is as the shining light, which 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day.” The 
just are indeed, imperfect; as the wise man likewise 
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says, “ There is not a just man upon earth, that doeth 
good, and sinneth not.” But, though the just are 
morally and criminally imperfect, being very incon- 
stant in their faith, love and goed works; yet they 
never finally apostatize and fall away unto perdition. 
‘The righteous,” saith David, “shall hold on his 
way :”? and we read in the Proverbs, that “ a just 
man falleth seven times, and riseth up again.” Paul 
was confident, that He, who had begun a goed work 
in the Philippian saints, would carry it on until the 
day of Jesus Christ. 

Such is the character of the just.. Having been 
bern of God, they believe in Christ, and are careful 
to maintain good works. 

We may now proceed, 

Li. ‘Fo show how their memory is blessed. 

«* he fathers, where are they?” ‘The just, how- 
ever excellent their characters and useful their lives, 
are not suffered to remain, by reason of death. For 
a short season only, their cotemporaries enjoy their 
presence and society. ‘The godly man ceaseth; and 
the faithful fail from among the children of men.’ 
‘They are soon removed from the earth to the mansions 
of rest; and they no longer exist among men upon 
earth, except in the records of memory. But, when 
they rest from their labours, their works follow them. 
Their death is precious in the eyes of the Lord. 
‘Their names and virtues are embalmed in the affec- 
tions of their surviving relatives and acquaintance ; 
and their memory is blessed among men. Here we 
may descend to a few particulars, and observe, 

4. That the memory of the just is grateful. The 
wicked are sometimes had in remembrance ; but they 
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are remembered, not with delight, but with disgust. 
A recollection of their names, is connected with that . 
of their vices and crimes. But, it is not so with the © 
just. ‘The remembrance of them is pleasant and re- 
freshing. A recollection of their persons is asso- 
ciated with a recollection of their piety and faith, 
their humility and charity, their zeal for God, their 
conscientious regard to duty, their benevolence and 
good works. Itis like the ‘ memory of joys that are 
past, pleasant, thougl: mournful to the soul.’ 

2. The memory of the just is lasting. ‘lhe wick- 
ed, who have destroyed much good and done much 
mischief in the world, are sometimes Jong remember- 
ed, by those, who have suffered from their injustice, 
cruelty and oppression. But, by others, they are 
generally forgotten, almost as soon as buried out of 
sight. ‘The memory of the unjust is commonly as 
short, as it is unpleasant. But, saith the Psalmist, 
‘‘Vhe righteous shall be in everlasting remem- 
brance.”” ‘'wo reasons may be assigned, why the 
memory of the just should be lasting : 

First, It is cherished, especially in the breasts of 
those survivers, who love and revere their characters. 
‘ He that is upright in the way, is an abomination to 
the wicked.’ ‘The just, perhaps, are more frequent- 
hy forgotten by the wicked, than the wicked are by 
the just. It is by the wise and the good, chiefly, 
that the just are had in lasting remembrance. 
Such take a pleasure in retracing the path of the 
just, which sinners can never enjoy in reviewing the 
conduct of the wicked. ‘The complacency with which 
surviving saints contemplate the characters of the 
just, renders their biography one of the most pleasing 
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and edifying studies. While reading the history of 
their virtues and their works, they feel lively emo- 
tions of love and gratitude to God, whose grace made 
them what they were: they feel renewed animation 
and zeal to run the race set before them, and more 
sincere and ardent desires to go to heaven, whither 
the just, deceased, have gone. It may be owing to 
this, that sacred biography fills so many pages of the 
ible, and that the sacred writers have so particular- 
ly recorded the faith of Abraham, the meekness of 
Moses, the submis-ion of Job, the piety of Mary, 
and the prayers and alms of Cornelius. ‘The de- 
light, which saints take in reflecting upon the virtues 
and good works of the just, is a reason why they 
shouid hold them in lasting remembrance. 

Second. Another reason why the memory of the 
Just is so lasting, may be, the lasting nature of the 
frnits and effects of their benevolent exertions. 
‘Their works follow them.” ‘The salutary effects 
of their example, of their instructions, of their fervent 
prayers and faithful endeavours, upon their offspring, 
their neighbours, the church of Christ, and society at 
large, are often seen and felt, from generation to 
generation. ‘ Blessed is the man that feareth the 
Lord, that delighteth greatly in his commandments. 
His seed shall be mighty upon earth: the generation 
of the upright shall be blessed. Wealth and riches 
shall be in his house; and his righteousness endureth 
forever.”? So long as the salutary fruits and effects 
of the lives of the just are seen and felt, their memo- 
ries will be dear to all the friends of God and man. 
Which leads me to add, 

3. That the memory of the just is greatly benefi 
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cial. Itis so in various respects. It is instructive ; 
teaching survivors how to live, so as to please God 
and be useful in the world. It is persuasive ; hav- 
ing a powerful tendency to excite survivors to follow 
them, as they followed Christ. ‘The memory of the 
just is consoling, both as it respects the living and 
the dead. As it respects the living, it reminds them 
that their precursors sustained as great trials as they 
endure, overcame as powerful temptations, as assault 
them, and finally obtained the victory, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. As it respects the dead, the 
memory of them, brings with it the consoling reflec- 
tion, that they have obtained a final discharge from 
all their toils, sufferings and sins, and have entered 
the mansions of endless rest. Thus the apostle writes 
to comfort the saints at Thessalonia; “1 would not 
have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them 
who are asleep, that ye sorrow not even as others, 
who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so them also who sleep in 
Jesus, will God bring with him.—Wherefore com- 
fort one another with these words.” 


IMPROVEMENT. 

4. If the character of the just be such as we have 
described ; we may hence learn, why they are uni- 
yersally esteemed while they live. ‘They may be 
hated by the enemies of truth and godliness 3 they 
may be vilified and reviled by the tongue of slander 
aud falsehood; they may be persecuted for righteous- 
ness’ sake ; but they cannot be despised, where they 
are known: For their characters are truly amiable 
and worthy; and all men, even the vilest, are con- 
strained to see, and generally to acknowledge, tha 
the just are the excellent of the earth. 
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' 2. If the just are so amiable ane excellent as we 
have seen; then itis very desirable, that they should 
live to advanced age. They are the light of the 
world, and the salt of the earth. ‘Their conversation, 
example, prayers and benevolent exertions, preserve 
the world from total moral darkness and corruption. 
It is, therefore, greatly desirable, that their lives 
should be protracted to a good old age; and that 
their opportunity should terminate only with their 
ability to be useful to their fellow men. 

8. It appears from what has been said of the jus 
that there is reason to lament their death, as well as 
to remember their lives. By the death of any one of 
the just, the world sustains a heavy loss. The com- 
paratively small quantity of virtue and piety among 
men, is diminished. His prayers for a world lying 
in wickedness, are ended. His work of faith, and 
labour of love, are finished. An additional burden 
of care and exertion, devolves upon the few remain- 
ing supporters of truth and godliness, in a world of 
darkness and depravity. ‘Though it be better, 
therefore, for the just to depart and be with Christ ; 
and death is gain to them; yet all the living have 
great reason to mourn the loss, when one of them is 
called irom his labour on earth, to his reward in 
heaven. 

4. Is the memory of the just blessed? We may 
hence see one instance of the folly of wicked men. 
They greatly desire to perpetuate their names, and 
to be had in lasting remembrance and honour among 
posterity. To effect this, they adopt various meth- 
ods; but uniformly neglect the only sure means of . 
rendering their memories dear, honourable and last- 
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ing. While they labour to conceal their faults and 
vindicate their reputation, and study to leave memo- 
rials of their talents and greatness behind them, they 
neglect the one thing needful, and refuse to live 
soberly, and righteously, and godly. “Their efforts 
are vain. Though they may erect monuments of 
marble and pillars of brass; yet oblivion, or infamy, 
will ultimately rest upon their tombs. 

5. If the memory of the just is blessed; then there 
is reason for gratitude, as well as ground for suabmis- 
sion. when any of the just are removed by death. 
There is always ground for submission, when either 
the just, or unjust, saints or sinners, are called out of 
time into eternity. As it is God, who taketh away ; 
so there is reason, under every bereavement, however 
grievous in itself, to submit to His sovereign will, 
which is always infinitely wise and good. ‘IT was 
dumb,” said David, “ L opened not my mouth, be- 
cause ‘I'nou didst it.” ‘Phe living may know, that 
whatever were the characters, hopes, or fears, of their 
deceased friends; they were taken from them, in the 
best time, and the best way. 

But, when the just are removed by death, there is 
much reason for gratitude, as well as submission. 
There is abundant reason for gratitude, that God 
raised them up, sanctified them by his Spirit, render- 
ed them so useful and respectable in life, and so 
peaceful and happy in death. ‘That our departed 
friends were prepared, by Divine Grace, to die in 
the Lord, and that, with the toils and trials of life, 
they have bid a final adieu to all their sins and sor- 
rows, is matter of everlasting gratitude and praise. 

That aged and venerable man, whose remains 


13 


have just been committed to their kindred dust, we 
have reason to believe, was of the number of the just. 
For more than forty-five years, he had been a pro- 
fessed follower of Christ, and in a good degree, 
adorned his profession. tHe founded his hope, not 
on his native character, which he viewed as totally 
sinful, ‘bat upon the atonement of Christ, and the 
sanctilying influences of the Holy Spirit. He em- 
braced the peculiar doctrines of the Gospel, and hy 
a diligent and exemplary perusal of the Sacred 
Scriptures, and a most constant and punctual attend- 
ance upon a preached Gospel, grew in knowledge, as 
well as in grace. While no one more clearly saw, 
or so deeply lamented his imperfections, as himself ; 
he exhibited an example of piety and love to the 
worship of God, and of uprightness and integrity 
towards men, which commanded the esteem of all his 
acquaintance. 

He was a man of a vigorous and active mind, in 
an equally vigorous and active bodily frame ; which 
enabled him, as his heart disposed him, to do much 
for his family and friends, for his country, and for 
the Church of Christ. He was a pillar in this Soci- 
ety, whose interests he was ever ready to serve, 
and whose welfare lay near his heart. 

He was a sincere and tried friend to the rights and 
liberties of his country, which he was equally ready 
to maintain against foreign aggression and domestick 
faction. 

In this Church, his worth was acknowledged and 
his usefulness appreciated. More than thirty years 
since, he was chosen to the responsible office of Dea- 
con, which he filled with much ability and faithful- 
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ness, till within a few years past; when the growing 
infirmities of age rendered it proper for him to resign. 
In ecclesiastical councils, to which he was often sent 
as a delegate from the Church, his discernment, 
judgment and decision were conspicuous. 

As his life was long, active and useful; so, there 
is reason to think, hisend was peace. As he gradu- 
ally declined towards the grave, he manifested in- 
creasing faith, submission and hope. 

Such being the life, and such the death of this 
aged saint, his memory will be blessed. Long and 
affectionately will it be cherished by his surviving 
Cuitpren. ‘They will remember his care over them, 
his kindness to them, the instruction he gave them, 
the prayers he offered up for them, and the example 
he set before them. May the remembrance have a 
salutary and sanctifying effect upon their hearts and 
lives. While they feel their loss, may they feel also 
their obligations to be thankful and submissive. And 
may they have a due sense of the importance of liv- 
ing the life of the righteous, that they may die the 
death of the righteous, and that their last end may 
be like his. 

The numerous Granp-cuILpREN will long cherish 
the memory of their beloved and revered grand- 
parent. May they receive the instruction, which 
both his life and his death are suited to convey to 
their minds. And may they so live, as to honour his 
memory, and secure a blessing for their own. 

Let all the mourning relatives, friends and ac- 
quaintance of the deceased, be led to serious medita- 
tion, upon the value and importance of the Christian 
character, and the necessity of holiness, in order te 
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die in peace and enjoy the favour of God in eternity. 
‘The members of this Church of Christ, are bereav- 
ed and admonished. While they pray, in the words 
of the Psalmist, ‘Help, Lord, for the godly man 
ceaseth 5 ;” let them resolve, in the words of the Apos- 
ile, and by the Grace of God, to be more diligently 
and sieadfastly, “the followers of them, who, 
through faith and patience inherit the promises.” 
Let all present realize that the longest life is com- 
paratively short; that the most useful life must soon 
terminate in death; and that it therefore concerns 
them to awake to righteousness, to redeem the time, 
and to do what their hands find to do, with their 
might; since there is no work, nor device, nor know- 
ledge, nor wisdom in the grave, whither they go. 


AMEN. 
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AT TAUNTON, OCTOBER 30, 1822. 


BY OTIS THOMPSON, A. Mo 


“On, knew he but his happiness, of men 

The happiest he! who, far from publick rage, 

Deep in the vale, with a choice few retired, 

Drinks the pure pleasures of the rural life. 

Since peace is his ; a solid life, estrang’d 

Yo disappointment und fallacious hope ; 

Rich in content, in Nature’s bounty rich, 

In herbs and fruits; whatever greens the Spring, 

W hen heaven descends in showers; or bends the hough | 

When Summer reddens, and when Autumn beams.” 
Thomson. 
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' Taunton, Oct. 30, 4822. 
Rev. and Dear Sir, 


The subscribers have the honour of presenting to you the 
thanks of the Agricultural Society of the County of Bristol, 
for the important and interesting service you have rendered 
them, in your appropriate Address this day pronouneed. Anx- 
ious as the Society are, that correct and judicious ebserva- 
tions, the results of experience and of science may be dissem- 
minated, as good seed among the Members of the Society, and 
those who may be associated with them, the Society solicit a 
copy of your Address for publication. 

JAMES L. HODGES, 2 Committee of 
JAMES ELLIS, ‘ said Society. 


Rey. Orrs Tuompson. 
a ee 


Taunton, Oor, 30, 1822: 
Gentlemen, 

The Address, of which you request a Copy, was written 
at a short notice and under many embarrassments ; but witha 
view to promote the interest of the respectable Society, which 
you represent. If,in your estimation, a Copy for the press 
will subserve the cause of Agriculture and Manufactures in 
this County, it is at your disposal. 

Your’s respectfully, 
OTIS THOMPSON. 


Hon. James L. Hovczs, 
Hon. Jamzs E tis. 


ADDRESS. 


OF all the arts practiced by mankind, Agriculture 
molds the first rank, in point of both time and utility. If 
it be true that the earth was made for the habitation of 
_ Man; itis equally true, that man was made to cultivate 
the earth. One reason assigned by the saered historian, 
for the formation of man from the dust of the ground, is, 
that in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the 
heavens, and every plant of the field before it was in the 
earth, and every herb of the field before it grew, there was 
not a man to till the ground. ‘Though the garden of Eden 
yielded its fruits and flowers spontaneously ; yet it needed 
a human hand to dress and to keep it. The first employ- 
ment of the first and best man, was horticulture ; an art 
taught him by the same Divine afflatus, that breathed in- 
to him the breath of life. Such was his constitution that 
the exercise of gardening would have been neccessary to 
his bodily health and mental vigour, had he retained his 
innocence. But after his apostacy, when the ground was 
cursed for his sake, and, instead of spontaneously yield- 
ing herbs and fruits, brought forth thorns and thistles, 
agriculture became necessary to his very subsistence : it 
was only “in the sweat of his face” that he could eat bread. 
“Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden 
of Eden to till the ground from whence he was taken.” 

In thus rendering the labour of cultivation necessary to 
cause the earth to yield her inerease, we ‘behold the good- 
ness, as well as the severity of God.’ Fallen men are 
prone to sloth and sensual indulgence, which debilitate 
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the body and enervate the mind. If the productions of 
the soil were now spontaneous, there is reason to appre- 
hend, that men would sink from their rank as lords of the 
creation, become as listless and as squalid as the beasts 
of the field, and, by their vices and crimes, degrade them- 
selves far below all the creeping things, that creep upon 
the earth. In those regions of the globe, where the least 
labour is required to procure the necessaries of life, we 
generally find the inhabitants most stupid and barbarous. 
Let none, then, regret the toil required, to obtain ‘grass 
for cattle and herbs for the service of man.’ This toil, 
if properly bestowed, averts disease, promotes health and 
spirits, produces “a sound mind ina sound body,” sup- 
presses vice, yields contentment, procures abundance, se- 
cures independence, and turns the curse of the ground in- 
to'a rich blessing. 

“All is the gift of industry ; whate’er 

BExalts, embellishes, and renders life 

Delightful.” 

The venerable Patriarchs, and after them them the 
chesen people of God, gave themselves to husbandry and 
rural affairs. What made Job the “greatest of all the 
men of the Hast?” It was his successful application to 
the labours of the field, which enabled him to support 
‘“geven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hun- 
dred yoke of oxen, anda very great household,” It is 
recorded of Hezekiah, one of the good kings of Judah, 
that “he built towers in the desert, and digged many wells : 
for he had niuch cattle, both in the low country and in 
the plains; husbandmen also, and vine-dressers in the 
mountains, and in Carmel: ror HE LOVED HUSBANDRY.” 
Eveéh Solomon, in all his glory, was enamoured with the 
sylvan muse: “He spake of trees, from the cedar-tree 
that isin Lebanon even unto the hyssop that springeth 
out of the wall: he spake also of beasts and fowls, and of 
creeping things, and of fishes.” | 
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‘Nor ye who live 
in inxury and ease, in pomp and pride, 
Think these lost themes unworthy of your ear : 
Sach themes as these the rural Maro sung 
‘To wide imperial\ Rome in the full height 
Of elegance and taste, by Greece refin’d. 
In ancient times, the sacred plough employed 
The kings, and awful fathers of mankind : 
And some, with whom compar’d, your insect-tribes 
Are but the beings of a summer’s day, 
Have held the scale of empire, ruled the storm 
Of mighty war; then, with unweari’d hand, 
Disdaining little delicacies, seiz’d 
The plough, and greatly independent, lived.” 

What elevates Europe above the other quarters of the 
globe, and England above the other countries of Europe, 
but superiour progress in Agriculture and the arts con- 
nected with it? And what but agricultural and mechan- 
ical improvements is raising our beloved country to the 


first rank among the nations of the earth ? 
As man was formed of the dust of the ground ; so, from 


his parent Earth, he receives the materials of his food 
and raiment, of his habitation and equipage, of all that 
administers to his convenience, pleasure and power. Ag- 
riculture lies at the foundation of al! other useful arts. 
From the bosom of the earth, the architect obtains those 
various substances, with which he constructs the spa- 
cious mansion for the habitation of the opulent, rears the 
lofty dome for the great congregation of worshipers, or 
builds the ponderous and roomy ship, to plough the o- 
cean, and convey the goods of the merchant round the 
globe. And what are those goods, but the productions of 
the soil, receceived from the hands of the cultivator by 
the ingenious mechanician and manufacturer, who have 
wrought them into such forms and fabricks, as are suited 
to supply the wants, administer to the convenience, or 
gratify the taste and fancies of the various tribes and na- 
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tions of men? Should agriculture be abandoned, trades. 

en of all descriptions, would at once be out of employ, 
the traffick of the merchant would cease, silence would 
reign in the shop, in the factory and in the, warehouse ; 
and all those thousands of workmen, whose busy hum en- 
livened the city and the country, would ramble idly about 
the streets, not only destitute of business, but absolutely 
destitute of the necessaries of life. Husbandry, the culti- 
vation of the soil, is, indeed, the life and soul of all the 
arts and enterprizes of man, of all the comforts, conven- 
iences and ornaments of life. 

Though agriculture be an art; yet, like most other 
arts, it is intimately connected with science. The branch- 
es of science, a knowledge of whichis involved in the best 
and most successful mode of culture, are numerous and 
various. Good husbandry, in the first place requires a 
knowledge of the various kinds of soil, which compose 
the surface of the earth. The nature of the soil, whether 
it be loam, sand, clay or gravel, must be known, in order 
to determine the kind of crops to which it is best adapted. 
This knowledge is acquired by the researches of that 
branch of science termed geology. After the geologist has 
examined and described the different strata of earth, on 
the hills and plains, in the vallies and marshes, it is, in the 
next place, necessary to subject these crude masses of soil 
to the investigations of the chymist, whose office it is to de- 
compose them, to ascertain the ingredients of which they 
are constituted, and to show how they may be mixed and 
combined, so as to produce the best nutriment, in the 
greatest abundance, to sustain the growth of plants. A 
knowledge of the whole subject of manure, which has 
justly been called “the ‘soul of agriculture,” is derived 
fromchymical experiments. The nature and properties 
of the soil being discovered, the next thing is to determine 
what seeds are to be deposited, whether “it may chance 
of wheat, or some other grain;” at what time, and in 


by, 
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what manner they are to be sown or plarited, and how 
nurtured to maturity, harvested and preserved. Here 
that branch of science termed botany, lends its aid, de- 
scribing the various kinds of plants, showing the soils and 
climates to which they are adapted, and the proper meth- 
od of rearing, gathering and preserving them. In order 
to perform these various operations, in the best manner, 
in the shortest time, and with the least expense, various 
instruments and implements of husbandry are necessary, 
for the invention and construction of which, recourse must 
be had to that branch of science called mechanicks, which 
puts in requisition almost every branch of the mathe- 
maticks. There yet remains one other department of 
science, to which the art of agriculture is deeply indebted ; 
it is called natural history. When the cultivator has 
grown and secured his crops, he will naturally enquire, 
what use to make of them; what animals they will sup- 
port ; how these animals should be selected and improv- 
ed; and how they should be fed and managed? All these 
particulars it is within the province of natural history to 
teach him; a branch of science, which treats, at large, of 
all animated beings, whether they be “fowls of the air, or 
fishes of the sea, or four footed beasts, or creeping things.” 

But here, perhaps, some may be ready to interrogate, 
Is it necessary for every farmer to be a geologist, a chym- 
ist, a botanist, a mathematician, a natural historian? [ 
answer, it would be no injury to him if he were so. All 
these branches of science are intimately connected with 
this noble art, and the better he understands them, the 
better qualified he unquestionably may be, to perform the 
complicated and diversified operations of rural economy ; 
just as the civilian, who best understands history and pol- 
iticks, the laws of nature and nations, the books of statutes 
and reports, logick and rhetorick, may make the best law- 
yer ; or as the divine, who is most thoroughly versed, in 
languages and criticism, pneumaticks and theology, com- 
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position and elocution, may, ceteris paribus, be the best 
preacher ; or as the medical doctor, who is most deeply 
read in anatomy and surgery, chymistry and materia med- 
ica, nosology and therapeuticks, may be the best physic- 
ian. An empirick, of good natural parts and minute ob- 
servation, may practice very well, in common cases ; but 
he is, at best, but a quack. And so, a farmer, destitute 
of scientifick acquirements, who has been bred to the 
business, may cultivate his fields as well perhaps, as his 
father before him, or his neighbours around him; but he 
can be no more than an agricultural empirick, or else a 
servile imitator, following, he knows not why, the ‘tradit- 
ions of the elders,’ which are often as heretical and injuri- 
ous in husbandry as in divinity. 

While a regular course of instruction is deemed indis- 
pensable to qualify our youth, not only for the learned 
professions, but even for the lowest and most simple 
trades ; it would seem strange, that little or no instruc- 
tion is thought requisite to qualify them for the practice 
of agriculture, the most complicated and multifarious, as 
well as the most useful and important ofall the arts. This 
is probably owing toa cause, which should have produc- 
ed an opposite effect. We have been from the beginning, 
an agricultural people. The Pilgrims were generally 
such farmers as England then produced, when the mod- 
ern improvements in the various branches of husbandry 
were unknown. Such as they were, they made their 
sons, and they theirs, from generation to generation. 
The knowledge of the art, thus acquired more by exam- 
ple than by precept, has been thought almost innate ; and 
the idea, that education and science are necessary to form 
a complete farmer, has been treated as preposterous. 
We are happy to perceive, that more correct views of 
this subject begin to be taken; and would indulge the 
hope, that, ere long, a professor of agriculture in every 
college, willbe deemed as indispensable as a professor 
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of languages ; and an agricultural library and an agris 
cultural school will be established in every town. 

In the mean time, we must look to -dgricultural Societies, 
as furnishing the best means of collecting and diffusing in- 
formation, and of suggesting and encouraging improye- 
ments, in every branch of useful industry. The. institu- 
tion of such societies, forms an era in the history of agri- 
culture and manufactures. Previously to this, the art of 
cultivating the soil and preparing its productions for. use, 
was scarcely thought capable of improvement. An at- 
tempt at innovation would have been thought almost ‘as 
absurd, as an attempt to improve the instincts of animals, 
or to amend the laws of nature. “It is less than thirty 
years since Great Britain was excited to make proper ef- 
forts to improve her agricultural condition. It was in the 
year 1793, that the enlightened and benevolent mind of 
Sir Joun Sincuais, boldly exposed to his countrymen the 
imperfections of their rural pursuits, and introduced to 
their practice the knowledge and experiments, which 
distinguished the Romans above every nation of the 

-globe. Under the auspices of this great benefactor of 
his country, the nation has surpassed all others, in her ag- 
riculture, manufactures, and commerce. It was at the in- 
stance of this distinguished man, that a “Nationa Boarp 
or AGRICULTURE” was established, and received ‘the pro- 
iection of the Government. Adequate funds were assign- 
ed to succeed its usefulness. Its annals display its suc- 
cessful and splendid career.”* : 

The researches of this sagacious and indefatigable 
Board, soon furnished materials for instructive and in- 
teresting publications ; which, wafted on the wings of 
commercial intercourse, fell, like manna upon these west- 
ern shores. It was mental food, resembling the fruit of 
the tree of knowledge of good and evil ; except that it 
was not forbidden. It was desirable to make one wise. 
Those who read, had their eyes opened to see the naked- 


* Address of T. Gown, Esq, before Berk. Ag. Soc. 1817, 
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ness of the land, the impoverishing effects of planting 
without manure, the waste of time and labour in tilling 
without tools, the puny growth of our plants, and the 
dwarfishness of our domestick animals. They were stim- 
ulated to exertion. Societies for the improvement of ag- 
riculture and the encouragement of manufactures, were 
formed in several States, particularly in New-England. 
In these salutary measures, the inhabitants of Massachu- 
setts, ever distinguished for their enterprize, industry and 
patriotism, have taken the lead. The Massacnuserts So- 
CIETY FOR PRoMoTING AGRicuLTURE, which may be con- 
sidered as the parent of all the rest, was instituted in 1793, 
To be convinced of its utility, one only needs to visit some 
of the central parts of the State, and view the substantial 
fences, the neat buildings, the commodious farm-yards, 
the lots cleared of stone, and drained of water, the sleek 
herds and fleecy flocks, and, above-all;-the annual exhi- 
bitions at Brighton, which would not lose by comparison 
with the fairs of the old world. 

In the county of Berkshire, not more distinguished for 
the eminence of its geographical position, than for the el- 
eva‘ed and enlarged views of its citizens, an Association 
Svor the promotion of Agriculture and Manufactures,” was 
formed in 1811. The beneficial effects of this associa- 
tion cannot be better described, than in the words of its 
former President, Tomas Gotp, Esq. in his address to 
the Society, in 1817.. “In the improved state of Berk- 
shire, we recognize the evidence of your industry and ex- 
ertions in promoting all our uselul rural pursuits. Only 
six years ago, the agricultural concerns of the county 
were stationary. Few, if any valuable improvements, 
were attempted. Indifference and unconcern seemed to 
have pervaded society. In 1811, the Genius of the Coun- 
ty shouk off the leaden slumbers of our husbandmen, and 
the spirit of improvement commenced. Under the aus 
pices of your Association, a career of usefulness was re- 
sumed, and diligently prosecuted. The former state of 
things has given way to a condition, unfolding on us im- 


14 


provements, in variety and usefulness, surpassing the 
most sanguine expectations. Every department of rural 
employment demonstrates an intelligent cultivation, and 
more effectual good management. In the selection and 
rearing of domestick animals, more correct information 
prevails, and greater emulation is awakened. A dispo- 
sition for enquiry and experiments is prevalent, and gives 
assurance that the conviction is prevalent of the great 
advantages of tillage over pastoral husbandry. The vast 
increase, variety and excellence in our crops, satisfy our 
rural desires, and leave us nothing to wish, and nothing 
to envy in the most favoured regions of the West.” 

The Societies in Worcester and Essex, emulate the Pa- 
rent Institutions, and are worthy of honourable mention. 

The Society recently organized in the ancient oe 
of Plymouth, is “in the full tide of successful experiment,” 
and does honour to the intelligence and enterprize of the 
Sons of the Pilgrims. 

lam happy to have it in my power, Respected Fellow. 
C.tizens, to congratulate you on the first anniversary of 
Tue Barston County AcricutturaL Society, which 
though fast, I hope will not be éeast, in zeal, activity and 
usefulness. The object of this Society is such as must 
meet the approbation of every enlightened mind and _pa- 
triotick heart, It is declared to be, “to pro:note Agricule 
ture, Manufactures and the Arts,in the County of Bristol.” 

No County in the Commonwealth stood in greater need 
of such a Society, or affords greater facilities to its opes 
rations, than the County of Bristol. Its territory, nearly 
as extensive as the State of Rhode Island, is delightfully 
diversified with hills and dales, plains and forests, intere 
sected with fertilizing streams, which meander through 
the meadows, or foam down the rocky steeps, and with- 
out the aid of steam, give perpetual motion to the spins 
dles and looms of the manufacturer ; while, obliquely 
through the centre, the majestick Taunton winds his sere 
pentine course, dispensing alluvial riches to his broad 
banks, and disemboguing his copious waters through the 
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bay of Mount Hope and the straits of Seconet, into the 
dominions of Neptune, who rolls his semidiurnal tide, 
fraught with exhaustless stores of marine vegetation up- 
on the whole surface of the southern boundary. If la; 
bour is high, hands are numerous, and need employment 
to prevent their emigration, by hundreds, to the regions of 
the West. No tythes are here exacted, to pamper the 
pride of a pompous priesthood ; no vassalcringes at the 
nod of a feudal lord, or pays enormous rent to support the 
extravagance of a haughty Nobility. The cultivators are 
the possessors of the soil. ‘The husbandman that labour- 
eth, is first partaker of the fruits.?. While the labours of 
the field furnish materials for the artizan, and ample and 
easy subsistence for the hands that work them; the la- 
bours of the manufactory furnish the agriculturist with 
durable clothing, convenient implements and labour-sav- 
ing machines, and open a direct..and—ready market for 
the surplusage of his produce. Thus Agriculture and 
Manufactures go hand in hand, and mutualy impart sup- 
port and energy to eachother. Their interests indeed, are 
one and indivisible. 

But, with all these advantages, it is not to be concealed, 
that the agriculture of the county has made little progress, 
and is at this late hour, ina low and languishing state. 
To be convinced of this, it is not necessary te compare 
our farms with those in other sections of the country, or 
to inspect our exhausted fallows, rocky pastures, dilapida- 
ted fences and tattered buildings; the mortifying truth 
is demonstrated by a single fact; that much as the pop- 
ulation of the county has been thinned by emigration, our 
agricultural products are still far from being sufficient for 
the remaining inhabitants. We import onions and car- 
rots from Rhode-Island, corn from New-York, flour from 
Maryland, corn and pigs from Connecticut, and even fat- 
ted kine from Vermont. This is owing to any thing, rath- 
er than to a want of capacity or of industry, ia our very 
respectable Yeomanry, The causes are various. One 
cause may be, the removal of so many of our farmers to 
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the Elysian fields of Ohio and the West; which has left, 
in the hands of the remainder, more land than they could 
easily pay for, or properly cultivate. 

Another cause, growing out of the former, is the high 
price of labour, compared with the price of produce ; 
which has tempted our farmers to forego future profit to 
save present expense. This cause of parsimonious hus- 
bandry, would lose its influence, however, were it not for 
another, that strengthens it, viz. the great deficiency of 
necessary instruments and machines, which abridge la- 
bour, and, in many instances, enable half the number of 
hands to accomplish double the work, and do it twice as 
well. It may be mentioned as another cause of the de-— 
pressed state of our agriculture, that men of wealth have 
too frequently imbibed the notion that little capital is need- 
ful for the management of.a farm ;~and-hence have. vest- 
ed their money iu mercantile or banking companies, leav- 
ing the land to the conduct of such, as were neither able 
to clear, fence, manure, nor stock it. But, the principal 
cause of our agricultural deficiency, and indeed, the source 
of all the rest, is the general want of theoretical knowledge 
among agricultural men. They are familiar with the rou- 
tine of practice, such as it is; but they have not studied 
the principles, upon which the best practice is founded, 
nor are they acquainted with the improvements, which re- 
cent researches and experiments have introduced. And 
how should they be, when agricultural books are seldom 
to be found, and few have thought it worth while to at- 
tempt to circulate them ? 

These, and all other causes of our deficieney in hus- 
bandry, it is expected, the Bristol County Agricultural So+ 
ciety, if supported as it may be, and ought to be, will ef- 
fectually remove. This Society, it is believed, will a- 
waken an agricultural spirit in the County, will excite at- 
tention and enquiry, will collect and disseminate informa- 
tion, will do away old traditions and prejudices, will pro- 
duce conviction of the possibility and necessity of reform, 
and thus pave the way for an improved and more success- 
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ful mode of culture. The light of precept and example, 
emanating from this Society, it is hoped, may lead some 
sswisely to doubt, whether they are perfectly well inform- 
ed on the subjects of their pursuits ;’ whether they have 
cleared and enclosed their lands in the best manner 3 
whether it has been wise to give so great a proportion to 
pasturage, and to rely so much on an exhausting and pre-e 
carious corn-crop, to the neglect of the smaller grains, 
which love a cold climate and-a cold season ; whether 
they have adopted the best method of making, preserving 
_ and applying the great vegetative principle ; whether they 
have taken proper care to select and prepare their seed, 
and to give a congenial rotation to their crops ; whether 
they have given sufficient attention to the breed and sus- 
tenance of their domestick animals ; and in fine, whether 
they are furnished with those implements and machines, 
which best perform the most work, withthe least expense 
of time and toil? It is thought, that one may doubt in 
these respects, without being condemned. Let such 
doubts be generally excited in the minds of agricultural 
men, and the work of improvement is begun, and will go 
on, as irresistably, as the cataract of Pawtucket, or the 
great wheels of industry which it turns. 


Frrenps anpD Fettow Cirizens, 


The Bristol County Agricultural Society solicits your 
patronage; may I not say, demands it? It 1s the inter- 
est of yourselves, and your children, and your country, 
which it is designed and adapted to promote. Let the 
affluent contribute, according to their sense. of the impor- 
tance of the object. Let none consider themselves too 
poor, to unite with this truly laudable and patriotick As- 
sociation. The trifling expense may be saved or earned 
2 hundred ways, and will be repaid, a hundred fold, in the 
increasing knowledge, skill and prosperity of our Farmers 
and Manufacturers, and the progressive, improvement of 

ur community, in whatever is conducive to convenience 
and comfort, to competency and independence. 
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’ We will not believe, that in this County, at this time of 
day, a Society for the promotion of Agriculture, Manufac- 
tures and the Arts, will be suffered to remain inactive, for 
the want of a few more names added to its list of members, 
or the want of a few more dollars added to its funds. It 
would bea reproach past all endurance. It would be an 
ungrateful rejection of the proffered bounty of an enlight- 
ened and liberal Legislature. It would extinguish the 
hopes which have been kindled of a brighter era, a more 
improved state of society, and leave only the sombre 
prospect, that fora century to come, this whole County 
must remain a dark and sterile spot on the map of the 
Commonwealth, like the deep forest of Freetown, or the 
barren plain of Seekonk. S 
But, we are persuaded better things, though we thus 


speak. We are persuaded, that proper exertions will be 
made. by enlightened, opulent and influential citizens, to 


increase the numbers and augment the funds of a Society, 
whose sole object is the publick good. With pleasure, we 
anticipate the day, as not far distant, when this Society 
shall hold a respectable standing’ among similar institu- 
tions, inthis and other countries, and its salutary influ- 
ence on the industry ‘and morals, the wealth and happi- 
ness of the County, shall allay the fears of the timid and 
suspicious, and put to silence ihe objections of the con- 
tracted and parsimonious. Let the same labour which is 
now illy bestowed in the cultivation of rocky hills, ex- 
hausted plains and watery marshes, be directed by proper 
skill and aided by proper implements; let half the ex- 
- pense, which is now worse than wasted in the purchase of 
imported luxuries and the indulgence of vicious habits, 
be bestowed upon the improvement of Agriculture and 
Manufactures ; and it needs no second sight to perceive, 
through the vista of future time, a new and better order 
of things. Only let the good citizens of the County come 
forward, en masse, and patronize this Society, and let iis 
officers and members discharge their respective duties 
with becoming zeal and spirit, and, ere long, with the com 
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mon smiles of Providence, this County will wear a differ- 
ent and a brighter aspect. The eye of the traveller as 
he glides along the smooth, rectilinear roads, lined with 
trees of various fruit and grateful shade, will be regaled 
with erect and substantial fences, verdant fields, yellow 
orchards, clean and fruitful gardens, rich farm-yards, and 
neat and commodious habitations, the abodes of cheerful- 
ness and independence. He will behold the hills of the 
North, whitened with fleecy flocks and vocal with lewing 
herds ; the plains of the West waving with the golden 
harvests of Ceres ; and the brown forests of the South re- 
joicing under the hand of cultivation, blooming with the 
beauties of Spring, and bending beneath the treasures of 
Autumn. Rising generations, instead of roaming in the 
dank and sickly wilds of the West and the South, in quest 
of a precarious subsistence, will find plenty and content- 
ment in the fields and factories of their native County. 
The banks of the Taunton, and our harbours on the At- 
lantick, wil) be lined with warehouses, fraught with the 
‘products of the soil and the labours of the loom, to lade 
the ships of the adventurous merchant, and pass into dis- 
tant ports, in exchange for whatever is pleasant on the 
Isles of the East, or precious in the mines of the South. 
On each bale and each barrel, the stamp of Bristox, Mass. 
will be a ready passport to every mart, and a sufficient 
recommendation to every purchaser. Andas the sun, in 
his annual rounds to cheer the earth and mature its fruits, 
shall beam with autumnal brightness on some distant An- 
niversary of this Institution, the Orator of the day will 
rise on his toe, as he pronounces the names of his Anczs- 
Tors, and exult to say, not that they were 
“Stuck o’er with titles, and hung round with strings,” 

but that they were among the Founprrs ef the Bristoz. 
County AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY, ; 
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